By John G. Biel 

It was not for several dem | 
after Indiana became а state of | 
the Union (1816) that any sem- 
blance of a system of roads was 
conceived. The populated parts of 
Indiana were strung out along the 
Whitewater, Ohio and the Wabash 
Rivers. These very natural high- 
ways were sufficient for the travel 
and íreight, in those days. The 
towns of Versailles, Vernon and 
Brownstown—anly a few miles 
back from the Ohio River—were |: 
‘the absolute frontier until 1820 and 
‘that vast country to the north and 
to the west of them was nothing 
‘but an unbroken wilderness. 

In the year 1820, however, a 
change took place. The “Мем 
Purchase” was acquired—all of 
that land now in the state of In- 
diana south of the Wabash River 
! down to the “10 o'clock line"—and, 
in the Fall, the last of the Dela- 
ware Indians took up their march 
| to the lands west of the Mississippi 
River and the Kickapoo Indians 
,also abandoned the state. Some- 
where in this vast new area was | 
ito be located the capitol of the 
¿state and it would certainly be 
; necessary to have roads connecting 
;it with the older parts of the coun- 
|try and with the trade markets. | 
| In this one year—1820—not less ; 
| than twenty-six roads were pro- | 
| jected. They not only connected 
\ the older towns to each other but | 
iwere to lead into the interior of; 
‘the state. Five of them were pro- | 
| jected to lead to the new capitol 
{апа one was projected from Law- 
'renceburg to Winchester—later be- 
jing extended to Fort Wayne. 

+ + + 

BY 1825, two main roads led to 
Indianapolis: one from Madison 
and the other from Centerville. 
From Louisville—the Falls of the 
/Ohio—two routes led into the in- 
‘terior: one, to the Wabash River, 
,at Lafayette—by way of Salem, 
| Bono, Bedford and Bloomington; 
ithe other, to the Wabash River at ; 
Vincennes—by way of Greenville, 
i Fredericksburg, Paoli, Mt. Pleas- ! 

| апЁ and Maysville. | 

Even as early as 1802, Congress | 
was talking about a “national | 
road" and, in the bill by which | 
Ohio was admitted as a state, 5 
per cent of the proceeds of the? 
public land sales in that state was 
set aside, as a fund, for building i 
| roads by which the immigrants |. 
might have access to the public: 
lands in the west. 

When the little town of Terre i: 
Haute was laid out by its proprie- 
| tors, the “Main Street" was the 


‚ present Third, or Market, Street. [5 
е FORREST TEE р 


Е Бс лы 


CE 


spmacc 7 гааны ана 
А 2j 1 It ran north and south. There ВЕ 


K 


| was no need for a road.or a “Main 
| Street” in the east-west direction 
because there was no place to go 
‘in either of those directions from 
‘Terre Haute. The town of Indian- 
apolis had not yet been established | 
—in fact, all of the land south of 
ithe Wabash River and north and; 
| east of the “10 o'clock line” still 
‘belonged to the Indians. There was, 
‚по bridge or ferry across the Wa- | 
‘bash River and—if there had been 
; —there was no place to go in that { 
; direction. There was, however, a} 
;place to go both north and south i 
i from Terre Haute—Lafayette, to | 
the north and Vincennes, to the | 
| south. It was not until after tne 
ie tional Road was projected | 
through Terre Haute that the town ! 
| "turned" and became an 
| west town.” 


| ++ + 

| IN 1818, the year Vigo County was ; 
| created and Terre Haute made the | 
county seat, the principal road was 
the Vincennes road. It went south 
—from the publie square—on Sec- 
ond Street to Poplar Street; then 
angled down to First and Oak 
!streets where it turned directly 
south and wandered down to Vin- 
cennes partly on the Old Harrison 
Army Trail There was another 
road—once known as the Indian 
Trace—which left the corner of! 
|Water and Poplar streets; angled 
down the hill to the bottom land 
and went south along the Wabash 
iRiver bank to the old Indian Ford, 
where it crossed the river and 
Joined the old Piankeshaw Trail to 
‘Vincennes. One of the “north” 
roads followed the Wabash River 
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‘to the Indian Ripple Ford about 
two miles north of town (but ге- | 
member, the town ended at Eagle | 
Street in those days). It then, 
crossed the river and angled up to | 
what is now Danville, Ill, where | 
‘it joined the old Pottawatomie In- | 
‘dian Trail into Chicago. 


The commissioners for laying | 
out the National Road—on their 
' first survey in November of 1820— 
bypassed both Indianapolis and 
Terre Haute. They passed sixteen | 
miles below the spot which had | 
been selected for the future seat 
of the government for this state 
and crossed the Wabash River two 
‘and one half miles below Terre 
Haute. Politics being what it is, 
| however — then and now — the 
“error” of the commissioners was 
corrected and the National Road, 
as re-projected, came straight 
down Washington Street, in Indian- 
apolis and down Wabash Avenue, 
in Terre Haute. 


On Dec. 3l, 1821, the General 
Assembly- of Indiana approved an 

| act laying out the first roads in 
| Indiana. One was projected from 
“Evansville to Princeton, through: 
the main street; thence to Vin- 
cennes, thence to Carlisle, thence 
to Merom, thence to Terre Haute | 
. 140 miles." The sum of $9,- | 

| 831. 50 was provided for this work. 
Another road was “laid out" from | 

| “Indianapolis to Terre Наше... 
70 miles." The commissioners for 
this road were James Blake of In- 
dianapolis, John Hamilton and 
John M. Coleman of Terre Haute. 
In November of the next year 
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101825), the commissioners &dvér- 
| tised for bids “for clearing out. 
| five districts of said road, each' 


į district consisting of five miles.” 


| + + + 

! IN DECEMBER OF 1822, adver- 
‚ tisements appear in the Vincennes 
; Western Sun, for contracts for the | 
‘work to establish the road from 
| Vincennes to Terre Haute. This [i 
| road ran from Vincennes—at the 
north edge of First Street—nine |! 
miles to Emison’s Bridge; thence |! 
eleven miles and 222 rods to Car- | 
isle; thence ten miles and 276 rods |! 
to Merom; thence twenty miles to | 
Ferguson's Field on Honey Creek |; 
Prairie; thence four miles and 130 |: 
rods to Terre Haute. 

As soon as a “passable road" 
was established, the mail service 
for the early residents of Terre 
Haute became better and more 
regular. In July of 1823, the gov- 
ernment advertised for proposals 
for carrying the mail “from In- 
dianapolis, by Greencastle, Craw- 
fordsville and Terre Haute, to 
Vandalia (Illinois? once in two 
weeks; 220 miles." In January of 
1824, a fellow by the name of Wil- 
liam G. Wetzell secured the mail 
contract from Indianapolis to Van- 
dalia “at $500." Although there is 
no record establishing the fact, the 
“price” would indicate that he car- 
ried the mail on horseback because 
the early mail contracts for ‘‘coach 
and four" carried a higher cost. 
! Wetzell brought the mail into Terre 
,Haute “once in two weeks” until 
December, 1827, but there must 
have been a change in his sched- 
ule because in the December, 1826, | 
issue of The Terre Haute Register 
appears a comment by the editor 
that “Terre Haute has advanced 
to the dignity of a weekly mail.” | 

It is nearly impossible for us to- і 
i day, to realize that at one period 
! it was much easier—in fact, nearly 
| necessary—to go to Indianapolis 
‚ “Бу way of Crawfordsville.” Har- 
; rison's Prairie—that vast flat area 
east of Terre Haute stretching to | 
the foothills where Deming Park 
| and Highland Lawn and Calvary 
cemeteries are now located (and 
remember, that in those days the 
absolute edge of Terre Haute was 
the present Fifth Street)—was a 
marsh and a swamp. In the notes 
of the National Road Surveyors 
appears an entry to the effect that, 
in the morning, when they “started 
across Harrison's Prairie . . . (it 
was) ... covered by water about 
а foot in depth ... (ала they did 
not until) . . . by nightfall: reach i 
the edge of Terre Haute at А 
east end of Wabash Street.” 


The complete story of the early | 
roads and mail routes—and those |. 
colorful stage drivers with their 
hourns and bells—in the Wabash 
| Valley has never been written. It! 
‘is high time someone did some- | 
‘thing about it. 


TERRE HAUTE STREETS, AND 


HOW THE CITY 


WAS PLANNED 


By A. R. Markle. 


When Chauncey Rose bought the 
half section from Locust to Poplar 
and Seventh to 'Thírtenth in 1831, 
there were already sufficient lots 
and subdivisions laid out to accom- 
modate a far larger populaiton than 
Terre Haute was apt to have for 
years to come. However, Rose was 
far sighted enough to realize that 
in later days the town might grow 
in that direction and was content 
to let it lie as farm land until that 
time should come when it would be 
more valuable for other purposes. 

Not unti] nearly & score of years 
later did he turn to the sales of 
real estate that made a great part 
of his fortune. At the time of the 
purchase he was chlefly interested 
in the mercantile and banking 
business, where he made the first 
of his real earned wealth. 

As an early banker we find that 
he owned 108 shares of the stock 
in the old Branch bank, for which 
he had paid the sum of $2,337.50. 
Not only was thls bought very 
cheaply, but the bank made 21 per 
cent in each of the two following 
years on its capital which added 
to the profit on hia purchase. 

With the profits from hls pur- 
chase of land that he began to sell 
in 1835 he flnanced the Terre Haute 
and Richmond Railroad until it be- 
came a living organization and as 
it and the canal began drawing 
nearer, yet apart from the town, 
he began to realize on hís invest- 
ment by becoming a seller of land 
instead of & buyer. 


Rose, the Investor. 


From his arrivel here in 1825 he 
bought steadily of almost anyone 
who wished to sell and not until 
1835 did he sell any of his prop- 
erty. 

By then he had spent nearly 
510,000, of which а third had gone 
into that piece of land lying be- 
tween Seventh and Thirteenth and 
Locust and Poplar and in this lay 
the foundation of most of his for- 
tune. 

The first sale of any of it began 
soon after Me platted his addition 
between Poplar and Chestnut, west 
of the future Cross cut canal at 
Ninth and a half street. John 
Jackson was the buyer of lot num- 
ber seven, at the northeast corner 


then known, the Bowling Green 
be Road. This was on the 12th of 
ee June; 1835, ata time when the Wa- 
| — bash and Ме canal was planned 
E to run south from Peru to Indian- 
“ЖУ, apolls aud plans were being made 
to build the Cross Cut canal from 
Terre Paute to meet it on Eel river 


Д near Worthington. 

4 Тізе nearest town to Terre Haute 
the was Bowling Green, the 
coudty seat of Clay and the road 
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that became Poplar street was ап 

important traffic artery іп соп- 

sequence, more so than the Na- 

tional or Cumberland Road, which 
EFE: being built. 

е j As Mr. Rose had not yet satis- 

himself as to whether there 


21 fled 
4 would be a street through the out- 
lets between Sixth and what is now 


of Eighth and Poplar, or аз {t was 


Roads To Elsewhere, ^_^ 
With but two exceptions all t T 
and Ва 


Spruce, Pine, Elm 
the coming of the 
the town Streets ran due north 
and east а st 


Seventh street, it was referred to | streets called 
as the "County R " and heland Locust, 
named that road Eighth street. Ву | сапа] and railroad drew 
thus starting his addition to Terre|east rather than n is other m 
: i 3 I subdivisions were platte ure c uel ын ло jam 
Haute from Sina street, Qu those ira open Ж salo рлі, ТЕ tna 1 Road was on a slanting и he 
east of it were one block west of р E un © os, М 
2 1 rom a little east of Eighth, and 
the streets that now bear their | сапа d Balar Тай Ает Sixth 
names'and the frst Tot bought east | Өле of- ‘these subdivisions өт-тас тат е 
; "| braced all the territory betweenand Seventh. With the laying out 
of Seventh is at the northeast cor { $ 
у the railroad оп the north and westOf Roses subdivision between the 
ner of Seventh and Poplar. 1, Che ight t 
itv Limits Th and Wabash and Thirteenth on thecanal, Chestnut and Eighth streets 
Ci FOEDE en. south and east and it was in thisand his subdivision north of Spruce 
Neither Walnut or Ohio went|4ng the subdivision to the north and east of Seventh, the lines of 
farther east than the limits of the | that jots were sold to the laborers Eighth and Ninth failed to coincide, 
addition and ipe present Wabash | зла mechanics employed by thebut so long as the canal was not 
avenue corner was of no import- | railroad. to be crossed it did not matter. 
ance until the sagging of the Na-| while there was no open coercion Later when a bridge was built 
tional Road to run down Wabash. | employed, it was well known that OVer the canal at Eighth, it was 
Before this it had run diagonally Mr. Rose believed in home owner- necessary to provide a slanting 
across the lots to Fifth, where И | snip and in but a very few in- connection between them and wher 
followed Ohio street to the river. |&tances was he a landloard rent- Ninth was opened, an offset wa: 
It was with two ends in view that|ing property. Just how the dealsmade &t Spruce. 
Mr. Rose built a fence across {ће | «еге financed, no one knows, but Another, such offset was requirec 
road at the point where it entered |in almost every instance, a rail-at Chestnut, where the Cross Cu 
his land, for one thing, it brought | road тап was an owner of a Joteanal entered the basin. Originall: 
the traffic past the Prairie House, |in one of these subdivisions andthere had been а foot bridge her 
which sadly needed all that it could | managed out of his dollar a day (0 accommodate the residents o 


get and the value of the lots Ъе- [оу so to erect a home and pay for the lots north of Chestnut an 
tween Ohio and Wabash was in-|j. It is certain that like the West of Second and after th 
creased by preventing travel оуег | до]аг of George Washington, abandonment of the canal it wa 


the inner lots. money went farther in those days. filled in and Chestnut ran on with 
Thus came about the bend in| тре streets in these parts of the Out any hindrance. 
Wabash avenue between Eighth|town nad but little care, but there Almost the first actlon of th 
and Ninth streets. was little traffic on them and when county commissioners after thei 
Beginning with the sale of the lot |one could not drive along them, һе organization was to provide fc 
at Seventh and Poplar for $450 and |could walk. roads to communicate with th: 
ending with the tenth lot sold, Mr.| ‘Phere were no drainage systems Outer “world. Our first settle: 
Rose had realized by Sept. 22, 1843, ang in many cases water stood on came in from Vincennes and th 
over $7,000 for a small part of the them almost the year round, there army on its way to Tippecanc 
land that had cost him $1,850 іп were no sidewalks and a carefulfive years before had started tt 
1881. driver was as apt to hug the fence Army Road, later known as t! 
Chauncey Rose had found his пез closely as to keep in thd Vincennes Road. 
way to fortune and from that time middle of the road. The milk man А8 traffic moved on into tt 
on he bought but little land and was во careful that he often north, the state called for a roz 
transacted but little business in stopped at the end of the street and to Crawfordsville and Vigo coun 
anything but land and his interest rang his bell for you to come and Was to survey and open that no 
in bringing the railroad to Terre pring your pitcher for the milk tion in its jurisdiction. Eventu: ` 
Haute. Even here he found sale rather than bring it to you through this brought about the Lafay 
for more of the half section, selling the mud. Road, but the first survey ^ 
to the Terre Haute and Richmond іп 1856 the city defined theírom Seventh and Wabash in i 
in 1852, the right of way and the boundaries on the east and northalmost bee line to Otter Creek 
land for shops and bulldings for ag Seventh street to a point be- Markle's mill. 1 
$10,415, which he probably plowed tween Oak and Crawford, then east А year later, however, 16 w 
under at once іп the completion of to the east bank of the canal, north changed to run up Market to whe 
the roud. to National Road, east to Prairie, it now takes off to the northea 
Canal Boundaries. north to Locust, west to Seventh,and Lafayette avenue came in 


While he had platted another north to what is now Eighth ave- being. 
d west to the river. | 


subdivision north of the canal to nue ап 
Locust, from Seventh to Thirteenth, 
naming what is now Seventh as 
Eighth and continuing east with 
Ninth, Tenth, Broad, Elk, Fawn 
and Prairie, the latter now, Thir- 
teenth, and with east and west 
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af Main Street Came Into Existence 


ғ”) 
Р. Ву А. В. Markle. 
— When the proprietors of the town 
“of Terre Haute considered the lay- 
| іар out of the future town their 
T chief interest was in the revenue to 
О be derived from the sale of lots. 
"| There was no traffic problem. 
— | draining, housing, communications 
апа utility affairs could well be left 
| for the future, all they provided was 
ME a plan for the streets and alleys. 
LE The town plat was a piece of paper 
{апа nothing more. Even the loca- 
tion of the town site was left to 
William Harris. who drew the plan 
ХС {апа brought it up to lay оп the 
| round. i | 
If William Hoggatt was a. civil 


ОЎ. 


engineer or had anything to do with 
selecting the site, there 15 no evi- 
dence on record of his doing any 
more than "crying the sale of lots." 
Harris, on the contrary, wrote the 
surveyor general, Edward Tiffin, on 
Dec. 31, 1816, that he "had been en- 
gaged in late September to lay out 
a few miles below Fort Har- 
rigon, which had taken him a con- 
siderably longer time than he had 
Ё expected.” It had then been but 
four days since he had returned to 
Vincennes. Further evidence of his 
employment is shown by an entry 
in the books of the proprietors, 
showing payment “to Harris for 
Иауіпк out the town." 
Direction of Travel. 
The original plat shows the pub- 
Si lic square in the middle of the plan 
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and on the E UP кі deg of the Square. 
Ohio, Wabash, Market and Second 
streets. No railway, canal, National 
road or other means of travel en- 
tered the minds of the proprietors, 
all travel at the time was from 
the south, hence the emphasis on 
the wider streets running north and 
south. Of the two hundred and 
sixty-elght lots, only eight faced 
north and south, these on the Ohio 
and Wabash street sides of the 
square, 

With the opening of housing. 
Water street became the site of the 
firat residences and the commercial 
buildings were erected around the 
square. Here, too, were the first 
brick buildings and for many years 
the business life of the growing 
town was there, 

Ohio street remained a residerice 
street for long and as the business 
concerns grew they stretched out 
from Wainut to Cherry along Sec- 
ond and Market streets before 
taking over Wabash. 

Until the late forties nothing but 
frame structures were to be found 
east of Third or Market, but in 
1849 “Dutch Row” a collection of 
frame buildings from Fourth west 
to the alley on the north side of 
Wabash, was torn down for the 
erection of the present brick build- 
ing and when « year later the 
frame store buildings west to Third 
street burned in, December, the 
Phoenix Row as it stands today, 
rose from the ashes. 

On the third floor of this row 
was Corinthian Hall. “the finest hall 
and stage in the west" Here the 
few traveling roupes ої early 
America strutted their way across 
the stage. 

Remember that these lots did not 
face Wabash street and it was, 
therefore necessary to subdivide 
them together with the adjoining 
lots so as to таке Не building face 
out on Wabash ор” Main street аз 
it, was coming э be known. al- 
though the name; "National Road 
street" was used т many adver- 
tisements of the iherchants located 
thereon. ` 


Зоте Н istoric Names. 


Here on Main street began the 
business careers bt many of the 


| most prominent men of Terre Haute. 
| JR. and O 


| bank in the second room from Third 


McKeen & 'TTousey operated there 
until D. W. Minshall sold his inter- 
est in the Southern Bank to Judge 


'rousey operated their Ё 


Demas Deming and acquired Tou- | 


sey's interest, 
& Minshall held forth there until 


The firm of McKeen | 


their new building at.the northeast | 


corner of Sixth and Wabash was 
completed and moved there, Min- 
shall soon retiring. 

S. R. Freeman started his jewelry 
store there and later moved to the 
Naylor Opera House 
where he burned out. 

Іп {һе third door from the alley 


of the Union Row, Herman Flulman 


found his brother associated with || 


Ludowici, and later they moved 
across the street into the new War- 
ren block in the room now occupled 
by the Savoy theater. ‘The Southern 
Bank, organized in the Rose build- 
Ing at Second and Ohio, moved into 
the room at the southwest corner 
of Fourth and Ohio, later moving 
across the street where it became 
the First National Bank nearly ten 
years later. 

So in the early fifties, began the 
long trek of Terre Háute business 
out Main street. 


RAILROAD SERVICE CASE 
TAKEN UNDER ADVISEMENT 


LINTON, Ind.. June 22.—(Spesial 
—Judge Karl Parker Vosloh of the 
Greene Circuit Court today has un- 
der advisement the case of the Pub- 
lic Service Commission of Indiana 
vs. the Illinois Central Railroad 
Company, seeking restoration of 
passenger service on the Indian- 
apolis- Effingham, ' lll, line of the 
company 

Attorneys for the commission and 
the railroad company argued points 
of law and the evidence Friday. 
Judge Vosloh said he hopes to make 
& decision in the case before July 


кеңе; | 
| 


street in the Phoenix Row. William a 
Б. McKeen bought the interest of їй 
one of the brothers and the firm of 


13, the date of the end of the cur- | 


rent term of the Circuit Court. 
At th hearing. rpresntatives of 
railroad unions were present. 


ordered removed during the war by 
the Office of Defense Transporta- 
tion. 
Sullivan counties, serving Sullivan. 
|Dugger. Linton, Switz City, Bloom- 
| tela, Bloomington and Indianapolis 
and intermediate points. 


| 
| 


The line traverses Greene and |f 


iyStreets in 


Passenger service on the line s] S$ very closely 


‘Cumberland Road was surveyed, 


Our Streets Got Their 


Names And 


By A. R. Markle. 


НЕ Bible speaks of the “Straight 

and Narrow Wavy.” and this 
does not rightly describe the 
| streets of modern cities. There the 
effort is toward wider streets and 
|l avenues and this feature was fol- 
lowed by the зигуеуог who laid 
out the town of Terre Haute in 
the fall of 1816. The river was 
the main artery of travel to those 
who followed him and he felt that 
the highwavs of the future would 
run in the same general direction, 
sa he laid out Second and Third, 
Ohio and Wabash to accommodate 
the expected travel. 


Poplar Street. 


But William Harris, who four 
vears previous had surveyed the 
towns and ranges of Vigo county 


Also Their Contour 
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| bash, “Тһе Prairie duse " Travel 
continued across his lots to Sev- 
enth Street and across those of 
Curtis Gilbert to Sixth Street, 


treading but little on the lot be.) | 
tween Sixth and Fifth. Partly to)” 


avoid this use of his lands and 
partly, no doubt, to send travel to 
and past the Prairie House, Rose 
built a fence along the side of the 
road between what is now Eighth |^ 
and Ninth and put his permanent 
mark on Wabash Avenue. Е 
The inlots of Terre Haute ех- 
tended only to Eagle street where f 
Second street stopped but the 
owners of the two outlots border- f 


ing on the center line of Second) 


and north of Eagle had the street 
opened to Chestnut where it re- 
mained until after ihe begi 


ent and was em 
ep sur-|i 


hensible. “He EIEN the corner 
of the present Seventh and Poplar 
i streets and located lot No. 1 at 
the northwest corner of Fifth and 
iSwan a half block south of this 
stone. In consequence the line o£! 
Poplar did not coincide with the 
jline of the future county road to 
|be known as the Bloomington 
Road. 

As time went on and the town 
grew to its boundary on the east 
and Chauncey Rose laid out his 
Rose's Addition to Terre Haute, 
he chose that 


ЖҮ: "ine of 
hich Т» stand 
01 and the First 
was run on the 


; urch | 
П апше to meet this prospective. 
жа! street. 


Hence the bend there. 
Bending Main Síiree& 
When the State Road to Indian- 


apolis was surveyed in 1821. the 
west end of it extended from the 


"hill on the east to end at “the 


lintersection of Fifth and Ohio! 
the Town of Terre 
This line was followed 
in 1834 when the 


Haute." 


| with the seam point of termination 
Be to the, ri river 


me д 


0 


mar canins g 


When the subdivision which lie 
north of Chestnut and east of Firs | 
was laid out, Second Street was 
laid to the west of its southern 
part and a foot bridge spanned the 
canal. 


The Lafayette Road. 
Travel to the north from Vin- 
cennes and other points by which! 
settlers came to Terre Haute and; 
went on north used the old “Аттау, 
Road," first used by Harrison on 
ay to Tippecanoe, and while! 


now ends as the Prat ав 


orner as his start- 
id out the lots be- 
id Ohio.  Harris| Road at “Pike's Peak."it- ei 


tended to Second street antt 

the town. Later after the la 
had been taken. up and was b 
-put to use, the north travel s 
Terre Haute was diverted to ma‘ 
ian angle across the township al- 
most to what is now North Terre 
Haute. This created Lafayette!” 
avenue. ў 


The Riley Road. 

As the lands of the upper 
reaches of Honey Creek were set- 
tled and travel began to ply back 
and forth from the territory that 
;became “Reilly township, an- 
other diagonal road came into be-} 
ing and was known as пом 


í IION 
thers are far from | 
buried in| 


о 35 1, $, T. C. 
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- . VERTICAL FILE 
By A. R. Markle. \ 

HE first plat of the town of Terre 
| Haute was filed at Vincennes 
Sept. 25, 1816, that being the county 
seat of Knox county. It showed 35 
blocks separated by six east and 
west streets and four north and 
south streets. 
Тһе boundaries were Swan on the 
| south, Eagle on the north, Water on 
the west and fifth on the east. Be- 
tween these were Poplar, Walnut, 
‘Ohio, Wabash, Cherry and Mulberry 
"running east and west, and First, 
second, Market and Fourth running 
north and south. The only changes 
| that have taken place in the names 
‘of these streets have been the sub- 
| stitution of Third for Market and 
| the change from Wabash to Main 
| street and from that to Wabash 
| &venue. 
_ Аз al transportation from the 
white settlements to the south was 
by the river, it was natural that 
the proprietors should provide for 
(traffic from that direction and in 
| consequence Market street was laid 
out 99 feet in width, the widest 
в reet on the plat. 
Original Plat In 1825. 


Е Surrounding the town on all sides, 
е balance of the lands of the 
roprietors were laid out in out 
lots from what is now Locust street 
) he north to Hulman street on 
dh south, the eastern boundary be- 
ing the county road, now Seventh 
‘street and the western, the Wabash 
river. A plat showing these lands 
‘with the lots, streets and the public 
quare was filed in 1825 in this 
county. 
М Іп the deal by which Terre Haute 
was selected as the county seat, the 
proprietors agreed to lay out an- 
other tier of blocks on the south 
and give half of the lots to the 
LORS and a plat showing these 
lots and Oak street was filed in 
Deed RecordN 1 of Vigo county, 
March 24, 181. This was the first 
t to be düded to Terre Haute. 
the pla was not filed .sooner 
4 ad been 
ге this and 
some sort 


rig 


map or E 
On the plat showing the outlots, 
filed in 1825, the width of the 
streets is given and we find that 
| First, Second, Wabash and Ohio 
‘streets were 81 feet 6% inches wide 
and all others but Market were 65 
feet wide. This shows Chestnut 
street. 

Water street extended from Oak 
on the south to a point a little south 
of the present Sycamore street. First 
street ran from Chestnut street to 
Oak, where it continued as a county 
road, being on a half section line. 
Second street ran from Chestnut 
street south to Oak street as did 
Fourth and Fifth. 
| Market street extended entirely 
through the plat from the county 
road that later became Locust 
street to the county road on the 
south that later became Hulman 
street, 
| Of the east and west strcets, Oak 
| Swan, Walnut, Cherry and Mulberry 
| and Eagle ran from the river to a 
point where later Sixth and One- 
half was laid out, more easily 
identified as the line of the present 


Terre Haute Was Laid Out 


хо did not want Tt ope 


pz 


Oak and Eagle but curved in to 
where the alley runs north and 
south between Fourth and Fifth at 
Ohio and Wabash. 

This area from Oak to Eagle, 
Fifth to the river, was the early 
town of 'Terre Haute and for almost 
another 25 years, with a few excep- 
tions there was no need for other 
streets, 

The county roads were established 
on section and half-section lines, 33 
feet (four rods) in width, but in 
deed record six, page 489, there is 
recorded for the first time, a move- 
ment to widen the road that is nuw 
Seveth street. Chaucey Rose, who 
owned the land between Chestnut 
and Poplar, Seventh and Thirteenth 
and was building the Prairie House 
on the site of the present Terre 
Haute House, agreed with Curtis 
Gilbert, who owned the west side of 
the road from Wabash to Ohio; 
James Ruthven of New York City 
who owned from Ohio to Walnut. 
and Demas Deming, owner of that 
between Walnut and Poplar, that 
they would widen the road to 32% 
feet from the center line as far as 
"the south wall of the hotel now 


erecting." 
While. this was dated July 25, 
1837, and fixes the date at which 


the hotel was being built, it was 
agreed that the parties were to be 
allowed two years to move their 
fences back and make the ground 
publie property. 

Chauncey Rose Protest. 


While Sixth street was shown on 
the plat when it was filed, it was 
not dedicated or formally opened 
for 
was first proposed to open it, there 
was astrong remonstrance against 
such extravagance, "there was no 
reason for its being opened,” 
‘neither the convenience or the 
necessity of the public demands it," 
“a waste of public funds," “there is 
already & country road a short dis- 
tance east which. supplies all the 
needs of the public," and other suc 
objections were set 5 


the names elgned to the ré 
strance prescnted to the сё 
commissioners were those of ри 
nent men, among them Сан 
Rose. Possibly he was not inte 
ested in any highway that mig 
divert traffic frum the county road 
that passed his property and the 
Prairie House, itself suffering а 
little from the disinclination of the 
town folk to come so far out in the 
country for their meals. 

The long block between Sixth 
and Seventh was a problem to the 
owners of ihe outlots between the 
two streets, that was solved years 
later by the insertion of Sixth and 
One-half street. It however did 
not reach Wabash or Main street, 
but against the possibility that 
there might be a street laid out 
there sometime, Chauncey Rose 
named the street which we know 
as Seventh, Eighth, street and it ap- 
pears under that name on the plat 
of the addition he laid out in 1355 
from the Canal to Locust street 
by that name. Не also called tnc 
street now known as Chestnut and 
so called on ihe plat filed in 1825, 
by the name Sycamore and as such 
ho shows en other and later 
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some time afterward. When itf 


| 
| 


| 


Deed Record One, the new record 
tells us that Terre Haute was se- | 
lected as the most ''digible" site 
for the seat of justice. While the f 


pectator Court. 

Chestnut, Wabash and Ohio 
Streets ran from the river io the 
county road now known as Seventh 
street, but Poplar street, instead of 
continuing straight through to the 
east as far as these other three, 
slanted south and to the east from 
the point that marked the end of 
Swan and Walnut to strike the sec- 
tion line at the county road on the 
east. 


Poplar Street Bend. 


This bend in Poplar street was the 
result of an error in the judgment 
of the unknown surveyor who laid 
out the town. He could have found 
the section corner, now so plainly 
marked at Seventh and Poplar and 
located his plat by it for there was 
no reason that when he located the 
corner of lot number one at the 
northwest corner of Swan and Fifth, 
it should not have been on the sec- 
tion line, thus locating all of the 
town a littie farther north, or he 
could have pushed Н a little farther 
south by locating the south iine of 
outlots one and two, 182.82 
farther south, and then Poplar 


the road later built east. 


At the time there was no single} 
feature of the landscape that inter- # 
fered, nothing in sight but prairie | 
land that extended to Sixth street ац 


= Mudbole 


By A. R. Markle. 


Through an error in copying old $ 


E 


term in the orig- | 
inal record was i 
“eligible.” the: 
newer one was a 
fairly close re- Ж 
| semblance to the Ё 


certainly 
able. 
From the very Ё | 


wash- 3 


the old town® 
board there was | 
E trouble with the!” 
| streets. They 

would simply not © 

stay put. With f 
every heavy rainfall th e water”) 
either ran off fast and carried” 
the sandy soil with it or it stood 
in ponds and mudholes on the? 
Streets. г 

With the ground írozen іп the 
winter, carts and drays made ег 
way well enough, but with the» 
coming of spring and the thaws, 
grief and trouble came also. While 
Terre Haute meant “high ground 
in the French, it meant something 
else when the water from Fifth, 
Fourth, Market and the other 3 
streets made its way by gravity to Ё 
the river. Б i 

The highest ground was at Fifth 4 
and Oak at the southeast corner of % 
the town and the lowest level was 
near First and Chestnut and the 
cascades that ran down Ohio and 
Wabash created havoc with the 
surface of the streets. 

Various plans were adopted to 
get rid of the heavy flow but all f 
of them had in mind the ng 


A. R. Markle. 


et 


feet | 


Ri 
Той of 
street would have been in line with 4 


s In Terre Haute 


Æ his lot, so he secured the per- 


= water from Ohio north in the alley 
>= between First and Water streets 


"= and let it wash down the lot to the! 
| north. By this means he graded 2 


to the other. 


z 


| сазе of actual obstruction of the > 
| street as happened so many times 
= he could only report Ше matter to | 


1 any action necessary to abate 
21 the trouble. ` 


sof Market street to confine the 


!such instance brought about the 
! grading of Market street between! | 


Гап additional $49.35 for payment | 


| posed to locate the Market House ~ 


April of 1839 when it was neces- 
sary to instruct the marshal to re- | 
move the fence that closed Poplar 

street west of Seventh street. 2 


= of Woodlawn cemetery іп 1839 іі. 
became necessary to open Market |- 
4 street to reach it and the mayor р 
was instructed to attend to i 


rd AX 
Built Along River. ! 
The main business of the fown | | 
was between Water and Third or 
Market strects and the greater part 
of that around the square. lere | | 
were the old hitch racks where the ur 
town-coming farmers tied their 
teams while they bought the few | 
supplies they needed and disposed 
of the produce they brought to 
town or attended to the matters | 
that concerned them in court ог! 
elsewhere, 

There were no sidewalks, no 
curbs, many of the stores had cel- 
lar entrances from the street such 
as still exist on Ohio street east 
of Third and many of them had 
wooden sheds extending across the 
walk to protect their customers and 


x КЧ 


e * 
ё 


their goods displayed outside the 

stores from the weather, | 
Not until the early fiftles with 

the coming of the canal and the 

railroad, was there anything to 

draw business away from the | 


downtown section and create a de- | 
mand for residence or business 
property east of Seventh street. я 


the surplus water from опе, | 
street to another. Тһе latter 
street then became a source of 
trouble when the added water 
dumped on it multiplied the prob- 
lem for it. 
One of the earliest solutions that 
я ----1 concerned 
Gilbert who | 
ірісі by the 28 


AP R down the 34 


Sep vanh tengcu-cu Wash away 


mission of the board to run the 


his lot and avoided any damage 


Duties Of Marsbal. 


The duties of a street commission- 
er devolved on the marshal when 
it came to minor affairs but in the 


the council and they could take 


iby 
At one time it was found neces- |. — 
sary to lay logs along the middle 


In some cases trouble was expe- 
rienced with stumps that remained | | 
of the original forest growti. One | Шш 


Ohio and Walnut streets by Rufus 
Minor at a cost of $400. It cost 


io Isaac Thomas for 395 cubic 
yards of earth not covered by Mi- 
nor’s contract. 


This was іп 1838 and it was pro- — | 


‘iw 
4 


іп this square which was probab- ~~ ma 
e 


ly the inspiration for the grading. m 
In that case it was а loss of money (| 
for the council bought elsewhere uff 
and built at the northwest corner | 
of Fourth and Walnut streets. 

A worse situation existed 


in ES 


With the purchase and opening © 


TX 
Ec 


Street Names In Terre Haute 

| Relate To Trees and To Pioneers 
]-13 -32 

A By A. R. Markle. 


[ANY cities have been laid out 
without any relation to sense or 
сепсе. In fact the examples of 
Meonsistent design are so few. that 
hey stand out among the cities in 
he nation. 
| Washington was laid out by an 
ngineer and, apart from similar 
Tames in different sections of the 
| ity, is a system which was fol- 
ое in the laying out of Indian- 
Miapolis In this case а central 
square is the starting point for the 
four cardinal directions, with Me- 
ridian street running north and 
south and Market street east and 
M west. These are crossed at right 
angles to arrange one large square 
containing four blocks and from 
the corner of these squares radiate 
four avenues running northeast, 
Msoutheast, northwest апа south- 
west. The termini of the original 
town are appropriately named: 
North, South, East and West 
streets. From here on the imagi- 
| nation of the designer could hardly 
conceive that there would be any 
more of the town for many years | 
to come, Could he return to the 
scene of his activities he would be 
№ more than mildly surprised, for 
Indianapolis is at once the capitol 
as well as the largest city in the 
state. 
| Naming Our Streets. 


There can be no doubt as to the 
reason Wabash street was so 
named. But, one must strain his 
imagination to know why its neigh- 
bor on the south is called Ohio 
street, for there is no known rea- 
son for the name of the sister state 
to appear on a plat on a wholly 
paper town as Terre Haute was 
ENSE at that time 
ШЫ Few, if any, of the people of 
| Vincennes or íhose who founded 
the town came from Ohio. Of the 
eight streets named in the plat 
five were named for native trees, 


unday, 


es 


which extended only to Eighth ju 
street. The next street north ran # 
east from Seventh street and was 
named Spruce for another forest 
tree. 


Linton, of course, was named for № 
an early land owner.  Farther 
north a short street extending only {8 
to Third was named Tyler, роѕ- $ 
sibly in memory of the “Тірре- 3 
canoe and Tyler, Toe" campaign. Із 
Тһе compainion name of Тірре- iii 
canoe lies north of what was 
known as Sibleytown, and is fol- 
lowed on the north by two other | 
streets named for our native trees, $ 
Elm and Locust. The latter being Ё 
the northern limit of the land ої |" 
the proprietors. South of Оақ,/% 
in the proprietors’ land lying west 
of Seventh street, lie a number of 
streets bearing names of early 
citizens who had evidently laid 
out certain additions to the town. 
Among these are Wilson, Craw-! 
ford, Deming, Farrington, Moffitt, i 
Osborn and Hulman. The latter 
i being the southern boundary of the 
|proprietors’ lands. Moffitt street, 
named for Judge John T. Moffitt, 
was later changed to Washingtoni 
avenue. North of it, a short street в 
running only to Third, was called 
Vine sireet. The name of Park 
street may have only been a 
fancy as it is improbable that it] 
bore any relation to the name of 
the man for whom Parke county 
was named. The name Willow | 
again harks back to the forest} 
growth. 


The Farrington family were the 
sponsors of the street by that 
namé, and the same is true of 
Wilson, Deming and Crawford. 
College street gained its title from 
The Terre Haute Female College, 
whose building has been incorpo- | 
rated into St. Anthony's Hospital. ; 

South of College we come to 
Cruft, named for the man who 
owned the large tract of land bet- 
ter known as Cruft Farm. South 
of it lies Franklin, for whose name |? 
we have no explanation, and south 
of it Washington avenue, beyond 
which lie Harrison avenue, Putnam 
and Seabury. Again we are puz- 
zled to account for these па уез.) 


By А. В. Markle. 


When Chauncey Rose bought the 
half section from Locust to Poplar 


streets and Seventh to Thirteenth 72 


laid out to accom- 
modate a far 
larger population 
than Terre Нашей 
was apt to have 
“Бог years to соте. $“ 
‘However, Roseb 
as far sighted% 
nough ‘to realize 2 
‘that in later days 
the town might f& 
grow in that і- 
rection and was 
content to let it 
le as farm land 
until that time 
E should come when 


| i 2935 it would be more 
A. R. MARELE. valuable for other | 
purposes. 


a 
Not until nearly 


m 


» 


$ 
a score of; 
years .ater did he turn to the; 
sales of real estate that made the 
great part of his fortune. At the 
time of the purchase he was chiefly 
interested in the mercantile and 
banking business where he made 
the first of his real earned wealth. 

As an early banker we find that 
he owned 108 shares of the stock 
in the old Branch Bank for which 
ће had paid the sum of $2,3337.50. 
|Not only was this bought very 
cheaply but the bank made 21 per 
cent in each of the two following 
| уеагѕ on its capital, which adde 
lto the profit on his purchase. 

Financed Railroad. 

With the profits from his pur- 
chases of land that he began to sell 
іп 1853, he financed the Terre! 
Haute and Richmond Railroad until’ 
|it became a living organization 
land as it and the canal began 
| drawing nearer, yet apart from 
=| the town, he began to realize on 
his investment by becoming a sell- | 
er of land instead of a buyer. 

From his arrival here іп 1825| 
he bought steadily of almost any- 
one who wished to sell and not un- 
til 1835 did he sell any of his prop- 
erty. 

By then he had spent nearly $10, 
000 of which a third had gone into 
that piece of land lying between| 
Seventh and Thirteenth and bel 


H 


and Popwlar and іп this lay the 
foundation of the most of his for- 
tune. 

The first sale'of any of it began 
soon aíter he platted his addition 
between Poplar and Chestnut west) 
of the future Cross-Cut Canal at 


son bought lot number seven at the: 
northwest corner of Eighth and! 
Poplar, or as it was then known, | 
the Bowling Green Road. This was; 
on the twelfth of June in 1838 at. 
a time when the Wabash and Erie} 
Canal was planned to run south 
from Peru to Indianapolis and 
plans were being made to build| 
the Cross-Cut Canal from Terrel, 
Haute to mect it on Eel River near 


Worthington. | 


| 


|| hence Walnut to the south of Ohio, 
| then Poplar still farther south, then 
|| Cherry on the north as its counter- 
I part in Mulberry—another tree. 
For another unknown reason 
ће streets which bordered the 
town on north and south меге! 
named Eagle and Swan, neither о Ga NE 
these birds being natives here. a street as there Was an Op 
then again why should they go а county road, which became later 
| block north for Chestnut and ай Seventh street. When the remon- 
f block south for Oak street? Тһе strant was rejected and Sixth 
f| streets which cross there at rightii street formally opened, Rose natu- f 
angles were named Water, which} rally expected that a new street to 
is logica) enough, then First апа ђе named Seventh would soon fol- 
M|Second, but what we now са! 10уу, so when he laid out his ad- 
| Third street was then named Маг- | dition he named this county road 
ket street, with Fourth and Fifthl|Eighth street. When the expected 
to complete the original town. |ореліпр failed to materialize he 
қ Why Center Street. | changed his plat by substituting 
“| That portion of the proprietors’)| Seventh for Ente Eighth for 
папа, which laid east of the origi-|| Ninth, Ninth for Tenth. 
lien Was'a ; А Then in time when the street 
i 3 pportioned into out- Е M h of 
M lots each of which were of the east of Sixth was opened north o 
same dimensions as the blocks Chestnut and south of Swan, the 
f which had been divided into lots. ||"¢W, street bore at times the name 
I| This division made it quite logica] Center street and Sixth and Олен 
њас additional streets would in| half, the former being the legal] 
пе divide these lands and ће || ате. h 
Hirst attempt to do: so was а peti- East From Seventh. | 
Mion to open Sixth street, where it Many years later the native tim- 
‘now lies. To this a number of||ber was remembered by changing 
M citizens, headed by  Chauncey||Linton street to Sycamore, and 
|| Rose, remonstrated, complaining|| when a new street was opened 
that there was no need for Such;|north of Sycamore it became for | 
1 [Te am . obvious reasons named Canal, | 


Improvements In City Streets. | 


4 consequence, 5 > 
streets in 1833, there were already : AE Te CO га апе а 


sufficient lots апа subdivisions Б was being built. 


8 


| selling to the Terre Наше and 
| Richmond Railroad 


‘sion north of the canal to Locust 
| street from Seventh to Tthirteenth, 
| naming what is now Seventh as 
Ninth and a Half street. John Jack- 3 
and Prairie. The latter is now 
called Thirteenth street. East and 
| west he called the streets Spruce, 
Pine, Elm and Locust. The coming 
of the canal and railroad drew the 
town east rather than north and 
other subdivisions were platted 
4) 804 thrown open to sale east of 


March 27, 


The nearest town to Terre Haute 
was аб that time Bowling- Green, 
the county seat of Clay county. The 
road that became Poplar street 
was an important traffic artery in 


tional or Cumberland Road which 


As Mr. Rose had not yet satisfied” 
himself as the whether there would’ 
be a street through the out lots 
between Sixth and what is now 
Seventh street, it.was referred to 
as the "County Road" and he 
named that road Eighth street. 
By thus starting his addition to, 
Terre Haute from Eighth street, 
all those east of it were one block 
west of the streets that now bear 
their names and the first lot bought 
east of Seventh is at the northeast 
corner of Seventh and Poplar 
street. 

Neither Walnut nor Ohio street 
farther east than the limits of the 
addition and the present Wabash 
avenue corner was of any impor- 
tance until the turning of the Na- 
tional Road to run down Wabash 
avenue. Before this it had run 
diagonally across the lots to Fifth 
Street where it followed Ohio 
street to the river. 


Fence Across Road. 


It was with two. ends in view 
that Mr. Rose built a fence across 
the road at the point where it 
entered his land. In this way he 
brought the traffic past the Prairie 
House which sadly needed all that 
it could get and the value of the 
lots between Ohio and Wabash was 
increased by preventing travel over 
the inner lots. Thus came about 
the bend in Wabash avenue be- 
tween Eighth and Ninth streets. 

Beginning with the sale of the lot 
at Seventh and Poplar for 8450.00 6 
and ending with the tenth lot sold, 
Mr. Rose had realized by Septem- 
ber 22, 1843, over $7000.00 for a 
small part of the land that had cost 
him $1,850.00 in 1831, 

Chauncey Rose had found hisi 
way to fortune and from that time 
оп. he bought but little land and 
transacted little busines in any- 
thing but land and his interest in 
bringing the railroad to Terre 
Haute. Even here he found sale 
for more of the half section by 


in 1852 the 
right-of-way and the land for shops 
and buildings for $10,415.00 which 
he probably plowed under at once 
in the completion of the road. 
New Thirteenth Street. 


He had platted another subdivi- 


ight and continuing east with 
inth, Tenth, Broad, Elk, Fawn, 


canal. - 


Y 


Опе of these subvisions em- 
brazed all the territory between 
the railroad on the north and west 
‚ and Wabash and Thirteenth on the 
| south and east and it was in this 
and the subdivision to the north, 
| that lots were sold to the laborers 
| and mechanics emyloyed by the 
railroad. б 

While there was open om tha 


employed, it was well known that 
| Mr. Rose believed in home owner. 


jship and in only a few instances} 
| was he a landlord renting property. Е 
| Just how the deals were financed 
| no one knows. In almost every in- 
M stance a railroad man was an 
> owner of a lot in one of these sub- 
| divisions and managed out of his 


— | dollar or so a day to erect a home|: 


and pay for it. It is certain that! 
_ like the dollar of George Washing- * 
>} ton, money went farther in those. 
_ | days. 
| ‘The streets in these parts of the 
town had little care but there was 
little traffic on them and when 
one could not drive along them, 
| he could walk. 
No Drainage Systems. 
There were no drainage spstems 
| and in many cases water stood on 
| them almost the year round. There 
were no sidewalks and a caretul 
driver was as apt to hug the fence 
lines closely as to keep in the mid- 
dle of the road. The milk man was 
so careful that he often stopped at 
| the end of the street and rang his 
bell for you to come and bring your 
| pitcher for the milk rather than 
* bring it to you through the mud. 
| In 1856 the city defined the 
| Boundaries on the east and north 
jas Seventh street to a point be- 
tween Oak and Crawford, then east 
| to the east bank of the Canal, north 
| іо National Road, east to Prairie, 
| north to Locust, west to Seventh, 
north to what is now Eight Avenue 
and west to the river. 
А With but two exceptions, all the 
 (51геіѕ ran due north and south 
|| ап@ east and west their entire 
length.. As we have seen the 
[| National road was on a slanting 
line from a little east of Eighth, 
and Poplar had a slant between 
Sixth and Seventh. With the lay- 
fing out of Rose's Subdivision be- 
{tween the canal, Chestnut and 
| Eighth streets and his subdivision 
| north of Spruce and east of 
| Seventh, the lines of Eighth and 
Ninth failed to coincide, but so 
long as the canal was not to be! 
crossed it did not matter. bal | 
when a bridge was built over the 


a 2 e ТІС orporation line 
line and the supervisor of roads | 
in the county was’ to be called’ 
upon to open it from there to what | 
is now called Fourth avenue. 

A hole in First street at one time | 
was considered to be a source of 
danger but the marshal reported 
that it was so far to one side of| 
the street that ‘‘wagons ond other 
vehicles would have to go entirely 
out of the travel lane to get into 
it" and no action was needed on 
his part. 

$20 For Repairs. 
In August the committee, on 


* streets reported that there was a 


bad mud hole in Wabash street! 
between lots 17 and 40 and recom- 
mended an appropriation of $20 or 


4 as much as would be needed to re- 


pair it and dig ditches along the 
east side of Fourth to draw off the 
stagnant water. These lots face! 
Wabash from Fourth to Fifth and | 
as late as the eighties drays and 
wagons often were stuck in the 
mud there. } 
In 1842, both Market and Fourth 
were reported as being almost inv 
passable from Wabash to Chestnut 
and the committee appointed to fol- 
low out the recommendations of 
the mayor's report found them to 
be even worse than he had reported 
them. The committee reported that 
it was fully aware of the hardness 
of the times and the diffieulty to 
be had in raising the funds for 
their improvement. They felt that 


while the cost of permanent im- |! 


provement was great, anything less 
would be money lost. Therefore 
they reluctantly advocated the pas- 
sagé of an ordinance to improve 
by gracing both streets the entire 

length mentioned. 
Hardly had the troubles with the 
and their repair been 


pletion of the Wabash and Erie 
Canal to Terre Hatue, there arose 
he question as to the bridges 
rected over it at the crossings of 
the streets. 

The сапа] commissioners held 
hat they had a right-of-way from 

e state and that as such commis- 


Now Roads Provided. 
Almost the first action of the 


county commissioners after their 


canal at Eighth street, it was nec- organization was to provide for 
essary to provide a slanting con-/ roads to communicate with the 


nection between them and when} outer world. 


Or first settlers 


Ninth street was opened, an offset} came in from Vincennes, and the 


was made at Spruce. 

Another such offset was required 
at Chestnut where the Cross-Cut 
| Canal entered the basin. Originally 
‚ there had been a foot bridge here 
to accommodate the residents of 
the lots north of Chestnut and wes' 
|04 Second and after the abandon- 
ment of the canal, it was filled in 
| and Chestnut ran on without any 

| hindrance. 2 


army on its way to Tippecanoe 
five years before had started the 
Army road, later known as the 


| Vincenies road. 


As iraffic moved on into the 
north ‘he state called for a road | 
to Crawfordsville and Vigo county 


.was to survey and open that por- 


tion in its jurisdiction. Eventually 
this brought about the Lafayette 
road, but the first survey was 
from Seventh and Wabash in an 
almost bee line to Otter Creek at 
Markle's Mill. 

A year later, however, it was 
changed to run up Market, to 
where it now takes off to the 


northeast ard Lafayette avenue 
| 2AE T 


T а 1 


2 - Día) ^ om у 
зіопегѕ they were а part of the 
state government and were not 
authorized to build or maintain tlie 
bridges. This became an. issue 
almost at once in the case of 
Chestnut street and being pre- 
sented to Thomas -Dowling, Аве 
commissioner, he very diplomati- 
cally ruled that while he did not 
have to build them, in the interest 
of good neighborliness, the сапа) 
would do so in this instance. 
Bridges Built High. 
As the cross cut work proceeded 
the bridges across some of the 
streets were fixed bridges and in 
order to get clearance for the 
mules on the tow path, they were 
of necessity built high above the 
canal and this created very steep 
approaches with consequent difti- 
culty for the teamsters and their 
loads. T 
Apparently the bridge at Mar&et 
street was a “pivot” or turn bridge 
with which no difficulty was ex- 
perienced for a complaint made 
years later as to the high bridges 
made note of the existence of such 
a bridge there and eventually, that 
type was used for the other street 
crossings with a few exceptions. 
One of these was the crossing: at 
Wabash and Ninth and One-half 
streets. There the canal was cpn- 


| siderably below the level of the 


street and that bridge was not only 
on or about the level of Wabash 
but was also a heavier structure 
and of the covered type that was 


| so frequent in those days but of 
| which only one now exists in the 


county. ы 

Almost ten years was to elapse 
between the controversy over the 
Market street and Chestnut street 
bridges. This was due to the fact 
that the cross cut canal was pro- 
jected some dozen years before 
the Wabash and Erie canal 
reached Terre Haute. The traffic 
from Fort Wayne and the lakes 
moved entirely through to the Ohio 
at Evansville. Neverthless, the 
canal was a subject of much dis- 
cussion during the most of that 
time. Н 


Complaints Heard. 


Complaints varying Нот the 
odor of the water to the custom of 


! men and boys swimming in it kept 


is prominently before the people 
and much of the old records are 
filled with ordinances referring 
to it. Ая 

The final solution of the water 
that collected on north Third: апа: 
Fourth streets was made when 
consent was had to turn it down 
Chestnut street over a “tumble” 


| at Third under the Linseed Oil Mill 


of James Hook just north’ of. 
Chestnut street. From there it 
made its way to the river by way 
of the canal and the basin. 

Not until the late fifties were 
the streets provided with curbs 
and gutters and still another gen- 
eration was to come before solid 
Pavements were to arrive with 
stone or concrete and suitable 


sidewalks that did away with the 
mud." 1 ? ч 

A failure of one project for 
ment of using burnt clay 2s paving. 


cheap pavement was the experi- 
on Wabash from Ninth 

half to the railroad. Тһе! 
proved even worse than 
h and only created 
ovement for brick 

‚ followed. | 


500 
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Names of Streets— 


By A. R. Markle. 


Some streets have lost their orig- 
inal names entirely; others, without 
Many legal changes have become 
more popularly known otherwise; 
511 others have lost part of their 
identity. Likewise some pf. the sub- 
divisions have lost their original 
"names, while many suburbs have 
| even disappeared, although at ont 
И time they were well known to thé 
jd community. Also some of the sub! 
Я urbs have grown much larger and 
| then changed their names. 
| The original plat of the town 
with its thirty-five uniform block: 
M gained another tier of five block: 
Mon the south of the original різ! 
M due to the desire of the proprietor; 
4 (о increase their offer for the loca’ 
2 tion of the county seat without giv! 
“ing up more lots in the origing 
As at that time there had beer 
| по intention of laying out or dis 
posing of any other of the proprie 
{tors lands, the outlots were n 


nday, July 23, 1950. — 


, Sunday,. 


Both New and Old | | 
;tlon of the Proprietors to subdivide 
most of the rest of their territory, 
at least in the immediate vicinity 
of the original town, were shown by 
the fact that a few of the outlots on 
the south and on the north and ай 
of those on the east were made о 
the same size as the original blocks 
For this reason the blocks betwee 
Water and Fifth and Swan and Oa 
were of the same size as the thirty: 
five previously outlined. 


Future Streets. 


the town. There was considerable 
objection to the opening of Sixth 
street where it now lies, Chauncey 
Rose protested that there was: no 
need for the street as there was a 
county road already open a short b 
distance east, although he was to 
live and learn that the location of 
his. Prairie House was a ruinously 
long distance from the town, which 
caused him to close the place for f 
many years. с 
However, when Sixth street was 
opened, he quite naturally assumed В 
that a block further east would be 
the location of Seventh street and 
when he laid out his addition, east 


‘}of the town, it was only natural 


that he should name the street 
which bordered his property Eighth 
street, with Ninth and Tenth streets 
still farther east toward the canal. 
Here was the first example of 
changing the names of streets. So, 
for Eighth, Ninth and Tenth he 
substituted Seventh, Eighth and 
Ninth, leaving the name Tenth 
street for future use, Not until the 
E. T. Н. & C. В. В. purchased -its 
right-of-way was there found a 
place for Tenth street which did 
not continue north of Wabash. On 
that portion of his property which 
laid north of Wabash and east of 
the railroad he named the three 
streets running north from Wabash 
through the balance of his property 
Elk, Fawn and Prairie, Later these 
names were changed to Eleventh, 
Twelfth and Thirteenth. 

Owing to the angle of the Na- 
tional Road, on which Wabash was 
extended, the increased length of 
the block between Wabash. and 
Ohio required another street" east 
of Thirteenth which was named 
Orchard. street. Again, at  Fif- 
teenth, Warren street was started. 
Today we have still another which 
engs at Twenty-fifth street which 
is called Mariposa. ^ 


VIGO COUNTY 


| FUDLIU 1 


Fate Overtook Some. 


Cherry street stopped. at the 
Canal, while Mulberry struggled 
along to Thirteenth, staggered 
weakly to the north and expired a 
little farther on. Eagle street 
managed to reach Seventeenth and 
Chestnut died аё Twenty-third 
street. On the north, Sycamore, 
then called Linton, ran east to Sev- 
enth, offset a few feet and reached 
the Canal where with a new spurt 
of energy it leaped over the Van- 
dalia Shops to Eleventh street, ran 
east to Twenty-first. А 

At Thirteenth began Liberty ave- 
nue, where street car conductor 
Anderson always announced “Lib- 
erty avenue street." This extended 
east to Twenty-fifth, east of which 
two parallel streets named Schaal 
avenue and Cleveland street ex- 
tended to Brown avenue or the 
fairgrounds. Next-north of Syca- 
more. street аі Seventh.- began 
Spruce street which extended 
through Mr. Rose's property to 
Thirteenth street. Here with a 
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ee as . ....: < 
_., Sunday, July. 23, 1950. . 
1... | 


— Both. New and Old 
Names of Streets Bot of the Proprietors to subdivide 
‘most of the rest of their territory, 
at least in the immediate vicinity 
of the original town, were shown by 
the fact that a few of the outlots on 
the south and on the north and all 
of those on the east were made o 
the same size as the original blocks. 
For this reason the blocks betwee: 
Water and Fifth and Swan and Oa 
were of the same size as the thirty 
five previously outlined. 


Future Streets. 


Thus it was quite natural that 
Sixth street and Chestnut street 
were laid out on the dividing lines 
of the outlots east and north of 
the town. There was considerable 
objection to the opening of Sixth 
street where it now lies. Chauncey 
Rose protested that there was: no 
need for the street as there was a 
county road already open a short 
distance east, although he was to 
live and learn that the location of 
his Prairie House was a ruinously 
long distance from the town, which 
caused him to close the place for 
many years. 

However, when Sixth. street was 
opened, he quite naturally assumed 
that a block further east would be 
the location of Seventh street and 
'| when he laid out his addition east 
‘lof the town, it was only natural 
that he should name the street 
which bordered his property Eighth 
street, with Ninth and Tenth streets 
still farther east toward the canal. 
Here was the first example of 
changing the names of streets. So, 
for Eighth, Ninth and Tenth he 
substituted Seventh, Eighth and 
Ninth, leaving the name Tenth 
street for future use, Not until the 
E. T. Н. & C. В. В. purchased -its ф 
right-of-way was there found a 
place for Tenth street which did 
not continue north of Wabash. On 
tnat portion of his property which 
laid north of Wabash and east of 
the railroad he named the three 
streets running north from Wabash 
through the balance of his property 
Elk, Fawn and Prairie, Later these 
names were changed to Eleventh, 
Twelfth and Thirteenth. 

Owing to the angle of the Na- 
tional Road, on which Wabash was 
extended, the increased length of 
the block between Wabash and 
Ohio required another street” east 
of Thirteenth which was named 
Orchard. street. Again, at  Fif- 
teenth, Warren street was started. 
Today we have still another which 
ends at Twenty-fifth street which 
is called Mariposa. ^ 


By A. R. Markle. 


Some streets have lost their orig- 
inal names entirely; others, without 
any legal changes have become 
more popularly known otherwise; 
still others have lost part of their 
identity. Likewise some pf the sub- 
divisions have lost their original 
names, while many suburbs have 
even disappeared, although af ont 
time they were well known to thé 
community. Also some of the su 
urbs have grown much larger and 
then changed their names. 5 
The original plat of the town 
with’ its thirty-five uniform block! 
gained another tier of five blockr 
on the south of the original pla! 
due to the desire of the proprietor: 
M to increase their offer for the loca’ 
tion of the county seat without кімі 
ing up more lots in the опаш 
lat. 
E As at that time there had beet 
no intention of laying out or dis 
posing of any other of the proprie 
tors lands, the outlots were n 
even p eye he E 


ШШ! 


Fate Overtook Some. 


Cherry street stopped. at the 
Canal, while Mulberry struggled 
along to Thirteenth, staggered 
weakly to the north and expired a 
litüe farther on. Eagle street 
managed to reach Seventeenth and 
Chestnut died at Twenty-third 
street. On the north, Sycamore, 
then called Linton, ran east to Sev- 
enth, offset a few feet and reached 
the Canal where with a new spurt 
of energy it leaped over the Van- 
dalia Shops to Eleventh street, ran 
east to Twenty-first. А 

At Thirteenth began Liberty ave- 
nue, where street car conductor 
Anderson always announced "Lib- 
erty avenue street." This extended 
east to Twenty-fifth, east of whlch 
two parallel streets named Schaal 
avenue and Cleveland street ex- 
tended to Brown avenue or the 
fairgrounds. Next-north of Syca- 
more. street at Seventh.- began 
Spruce street which extended 
through Mr. Rose's property to 
Thirteenth street. Here with a 
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mighty jump it cleared the Уап- | 
dalia Railroad track and ran east 
from Fourteenth to Twenty-fifth. ` 
West of Third is an almost un- 
1 known street named in honor of 
the Log Cabin campaign of Gen- 
f$ eral Harrison whose vice president 
was named Tyler, while Harrison 
Й himself is commemorated in Tippe- 
canoe street which extends from 
И Third to Thirteenth except for the 
Ч block between Eighth and Ninth 
Ti which was appropriated by the 
IM New York Central Railroad. Its 
IE neighboring street, which resumed 
E the practice of naming our streets 
for our native trees, was called Elm; 
Wand ran;east through Mr. Rose's 
property. Locust street ran from 
the river east on: the section line 
which’ bounded the  proprietor's 
lands, reached Twenty-fifth street 
2 with hardly án interruption, but 
JMicontinued east only on the south 
іде of the Pennsylvania Railroad | 
where, with a fresh start, it con- 
IJ tinued due east almost to the hills. 


New Names For Old: Streets. - 


| НЙ way. between Locust ‘and 
Я Maple avenue is Eighth avenue, 
originally called Scott street be- 
cause of the one-time residence 
Ч! о? Supreme Court Judge John T. 
'|Scott, whose, grounds are now oc- 
cupied by the Fairbanks home. The 
present Fourth avenue was named 
Mack street for the prominent 
judge of that name. Route No. 40 
through the city is but a continua- 
tion of Wabash street, later called 
National Road street, then Main 
street and finally Wabash avenue. 
North and South Sixth and One- 
half street has been at various 
times called Center street, which 
name was at one time given to 
what is now Gilbert avenue, Ex- 
tending through the original town 
| was what expected to be the main 
diroute of travel and with its great 
“width was shown on the plat as 
[fü Market street, with a series of 
Ix Stalls in the middle of it south of 
(3 Ohio street, which name it retained 
{for many years and then took the 
ТІ name logically suggested by its lo- 


| In at least one instance the Clark 
1 House advertised its location as at 
“First and Bridge streets," but the 


never completely dropped. In the 
4 case of Second’ street, the prover- 
bial modesty of our fair city polite- 
ly shifted itd name to Woodlawn 
avenue on the north and Harding 
avenue on the south, though the 
[latter name with its historical 
| scandals would have better fitted 
| the few blocks north of Wabash 
‚ venue. Far to the south Moffatt 
| street became Washington avenue 
and to the north of it is a short 
'|street called Vine. 
i EE жесе le 
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When Streetcars б ате, m 1 ка я 


Community Aifairs File fae naming others. The street 


|Streel Names Changed 2:27 


4 the south line of the Female 
4 College grounds was named /: 

арен арт street 

ecame Craw . 

1s 050 25 197 By DOROTHY J. CLARK JE SETH) 3 Wabash street was changed 

A ў Š i d “Ato Main street. The street 
Public transportation in the City of Terre Haute was provided for by the jjknown as ‘Spruce and Tyler 
Common Council in 1866 when they authorized John Н. Barr, President of the |27445 renamed Spruce from the 
Terre Haute Street Railway Company, to lay tracks in the city streets. 
The company was authorized to lay a single or double track on the follow- |<] street north of Locust was 
ing streets: Wabash, Ohio, Cherry, Walnut, Mulberry, Poplar, Eagle, Swan, Chest- |] named Early; the second be- 
nut, Oak, Lafayette Road, and north and south streets from First to Tenth i Eb deve: ae ee 
streets. They were allowed to lay the above-named tracks plus any necessary БӨ came Sixth Ave.: the sath, be 
animal power only, and could not connect with any other railway on which any e ME weh nm poen Si 
other power was used. The street railway was to be used for no other purpose | B vec e Ж mE i 
than to transport passengers and their ordinary baggage. <j changed to Center. The street 
The tracks were not to be elevated above street level so as not to interfere | running north and south 


| river to 13th. Pine was renam- 
‘ged Tippecanoe. The first 
turn-outs for side-tracks and switches. . ЇЙ came Seventh Ave.; and the 
‘The railway cars and carriages to be used on these tracks were operated by | sixth became Eighth Ave. 
with the passage of wagon i ‚ et 5 the track at any point. Wi recorded as Eighth was | 
P 5 gons, carriages, ete., along or acros y P i changed to Seventh. The name 


“oi direction 


"M dinance 


All tracks were to be of uniform gauge, not ‘exceeding five feet in width, laid in the | 


center of the streets only 
The first streetcars were 
not allowed to go more than 
i six miles an hour.. While the 
Й cars were turning corners 


horses or 
mulés were 
not driven 
faster than a 


4 walk. A dis- 
73 tance of 200 


271 feet had to be 
ті kept between. 
1 cars running 
in the same 


There were DOROTHY J. 


УА all sorts of CLARK 


safety rules including “соп- 
ductors shall not allow ladies 
or children to enter the cars 
while in motion," and “cars, 
after sunset, shall he provided | 
with signal lights." A fine up 
to fifty dollars was. levied on 
anyone convicted of hindering 


“ог stopping a Street car after | | 


the driver or conductor had 
rung the warning car bell. 


г. 
A 


Hi 


- At the same session of the 
Councl a similar ordinance 
was passed relating to 


4 railroad trains within the city 
71 from one street to another the |. 


limits while in. motion. This. 


violation carried a $50 fine. 


13 


к 


È 


4 of stagecoaches, hacks, drays | 


By the first day of October, | 


1868, the company маз) | 
obligated to have a street саг | 1 


line in operation from the сот: 


ner of First and Wabash to! 4 


M the Passenger Depot onl. 


Chestnut street. The charter| 1 


{ was granted for a thirty-year| - 


period and for four years the 
Company was exempt from 
city taxes: The fare was set ‘at 
ten cents on any one line in 
the city. 

On July 7, 1368, the Com- 
mon Council passed an or- 
“prohibiting ali 
persons, not in good faith in- 
@ tending to use them as a con- 
¥ veyance, from jumping on 


1 Horse Cars in the city, while | 1 same.- They could -specify 


the same are in motion." | 


44 There was a fine not to exceed 


$25 for this offense. 


Many ordinances adopted by 
the Common Council pertain- 
ed to streets and public 
transportation. They found it 
necessary to regulate the use 


and other vehicles for 
ЕЕ of passengers, 


-=s а 


| Dorothy Clark 
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ow iwi, 


from points within the city for 
hire or pay. They tried to pre- 
diving.” 


driving.” 
Traffic hazards over a cen 


at large of cattle, horses 
swine, folws, and other ani 
mals.” The Council tried to re- 
strain and prohibit this prac- 
tice. 

Thev found it necessary to 
regulate the speed of horses, 
carriages, locomotives, etc. A 
tax was established on om- 
nibuses by the 1873 Acts. 


The planting, maintaining, | 


| and protection of shade trees 


| along the streets and in public 


grounds was their 
responsibility in 1885. They 
also compelled the owners of 


] lots bordering on those streets 


and public grounds to do the 


what kind of tree and how it 
was to be planted! 


freight or other articles to and |2 


vent "immoderate "m or Р 


tury ago (included the “running | 


Я of the first street east of the 
„Terre Haute House. recorded 


as Ninth, was changed to 


Eighth. The street recorded as. 


Э Tenth was changed to Ninth. 
EE Broad street became Tenth 


street. 
Elk became Eleventh; 


| Fawn became Twelfth: 


Se Prairie became Thirteenth. 


| The street between Thirteenth 


4 and Fourteenth was called 


| Centre Ave. ~ 


The street running north 
and south. west of Jewett’s 


| third subdivision, and east’ of 


| day. 


| Jewett's first subdivision, was 


named Fourteenth street, The № 
next street east became Fif- 
teenth; the next one east be-' 


~ 


came Sixteenth: and the third 


к Street east became Seven- 


teenth street. . 
Cherry street was changed 


to Mulberry; Mulberry (0 ё 


Eagle; and Eagle street Бе- Ё 
came Chestnut. In 


researching ‘locations before Ё 
and after. 1871, the above f 


changes become very impor- 


Й tant to remember. 
In 1873 the Philadelphia | 


system of numbering houses |. 
was adopted in Terre Haute. | 


“ 


| 


Using Water street аз а Базе! 


for east and west streets, the 1 


odd numbers were on the 


right hand side and even num- к 


bers on the left. hand side.|. 
With Main street as base for 


north and south streets, odd! 


numbers were on the west, 

even numbers on the east side |. 
| of streets south of Main; while 
| odd numbers were on the east, 


even numbers on the мезі | 


sides of the streets north of 
Main. 
The growing pains of Terre 


Haute’ over а century ago: 
.were evident In the streets Е 
and street cars and their | 
problems even as they аге to. ; 


г 
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Опе hundred years ‘ago ; 
| Terre Haute streets were 
known by very different 
names than they are now. For 
instance, Poplar street east of 
the railroad was known as the 
Bloomington Road. 
Canal Street ran from the 
Wabash river east'to Eighth 
street which was the sixth 


street north of Main. Center: 


Avenue was a north and south 
street, crossing Main between 
13th and 14th streets. ` 

Donnelly street гап from 
14th to 15th between Crawford 
and Deming. This became 13 
15 St. 

Dowling street ran from 
Fifth west to the Wabash 
river. and was the first street 
north of Locust, now First 
Ave. Then there was First 
Avenue which ran from 
Thirteenth east, and was the 
first street north of Locust. 
So, it appears this one street 
has three sections and three 
names in 1876. 

The Evansville & Crawford- 
sville Railroad ran from the 
corner of Tenth and Chestnut 
streets, north and south. This 
is now the C.& E.I Railroad. 

What was known a century 
ago as the Evansville Road 
tan from the corner of First 
and Grover, southwest, the 
Prairieton Road. And Grover, 
now called Seabury, ran from 
First. to Third, the second 
Street south of Moffatt. Where 
was Moffatt? It is now 
Washington Avenue, the 
seventh street south of Oak, 
from First street east. 

Franklin Avenue ran from 
ІН to 15th, the sixth street 
south of Poplar, but is not now 
in existence because of the 
railroad. 

Gookins street, now called 
Franklin. ran from First 
Street east, the sixth street 
south of Oak. 

Gulick street, now Putnam, 
ran from Third east, the first 
* Street south of Moffatt. 
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High street ran from Dem- 
ing street south, between 14th 
and 15th streets. It became 
Gilbert Avenue. E 

Hulman street ran from the 
Wabash river east,. forming 
the southern boundary of the 
city in 1876. ;- 

The Indianapolis & St. Louis 
Railroad, later the Big Four 
Railroad, ran from the corner 
of Sixth and Tippecanoe, east 
and west. 

Lafayette Street, now 
Lafayette Avenue, ran from 
the corner of Third and Linton 
in a northeasterly direttion, 
becoming the Lafayette Road 


, at the corner or scott сапа 
Lafayette, and continuing in a: 


northeasterly direction. 
Linton Street ran from the 
Wabash river east to Seventh 
Street, the fifth street north of 
Main, апа later called 


. Sycamore street. 


‘Scott Street ran trom the 


Wabash river east, forming 


the northern boundary of the 
city in 1876. Jt is now Eighth 
Ave.. ; 
Mack Street ran from Sixth 
east to 13th, the third street 
north of Locust, now Fourth 
Ave. 

Ross Street ran а First 


* to Third, the first street north 


of Chestnut. There was also a 
Ross street 100 years ago that 


ran from 14th to 15th, the first, 


street south of Deming.» . 
The St. Louis, Vandalia; 
Terre Haute & Indianapolis 


: Railroad ran from the corner 


-- 


of Tenth and Chestnut, east 


and west. This is now the. 


Penn-Central Railroad. >: 


Providence Street was ше. 


old name for Sixth Avenue, 
east of 13th St. 


Sheets Street, now Craw- 


ford, ran from First east to 
Third, the sécond street south 
of Oak. : 

The Terre Haute & Cincin- 
nati Railroad, later the Big 
Four, ran from the corner of 
First and Main south. 

Tyler Street ran from the 
Wabash river east to 13th, the 
seventh street north of Main. 
This is now Spruce street 
which continues on east from 
Seventh. - 

Vine Street, now Cruft, ran 
from First street east, and 
was the fifth street south of 
бак street. 


my 1876, Wash hington Avenue 


ran from Seventh east, the 
ninth street south of Main. 

Some of the early street 
signs we had in early Terre 
Haute included (һе: Golden 
Coffee Pot which hung over 
the entrance of Smith & Graff, 
the manufacturers of copper, 
tin and sheet iron, located on 
Second street between 
Wabash and Sycamore. This 
establishment was owned by 
Nicholas Smith, of Vincennes, 
and Jacob K. Graig of Terre 
Haute. 

A huge ti sign ise over 
the store of J. Cook & Corn- 
pany Hardware store. 
Another hardware store of S. 
H. Potter on the east side of 
the public square was marked 
with a sign of an old padlock. 

Anyone having knowledge of 
former street signs is invited 
to contact the writer. 


`; 4 VES МЕСІ DA teni 


Н t Tere Haute's city govern- 
С ment -was run from council 
t chambers located on the south 
% side of Ohio, between Third, 


t 
Ё 


“апа Fourth, in 1876. James В. 
Edmunds was mayor; John B. 
Tolbert, clerk; John Paddock,- 
‘treasurer, and John G. 


= Williams,: city attorney. The. 


C 


: town marshal was "ted 
: Schmidt. 

Jackson Stepp served as as- 
Sessor; Richard Strout, 
engineer; C. P. Voorhees, 
street commissioner; Stephen 


. Mahoney, fire chief; George 


W. Shewmaker, police chief, 
and F. Fischer, township 
irustee. 

Times were apparently no 
different 100 years ago than 
they are now with the juvenile 
deportment problems.’ Ac- 
cording to the newspapers of 


‚ that ' day, our city badly. 


needed “а work house, es- 
pecially for juvenile rings." 

The article went on to 
report that “the worst: 
juvenile monstrosity in Terre. 
Haute is a little girl ‘who 
swears ау in һе, 
languages.” 


* 


Wabash Avenue — ШАА 


Y 


Part 1 


With the; seeming ‘interest іп 
downtown, Terre Haute, it’s interest- 
ing to remember what we know as 
Wabash Avenue was like over a cen- 
tury ago. On the original plat map of 
the town. in 1816, it was named 
Wabash Street. and later was called 
National Road Street and Main Street 
before it became known as Wabash 
Avenue (called “Bash” by the cruis- 
ing teenagers). 

This east-west street was по! 
planned as the principal business 
artery.. That was Market Street, now 
known as Third Street. Isn't it 
strange how the times have come full 
circle again. and now Third is the 
main artery and Wabash has become 
less important? .: 

Early west-bound traffic had to 
leave Wabash or Main somewhere tó 
reach the covered bridge at the foot 


of Ohio -ип the newer. covered: 
bridge and later the present bridge ^ 


was built at the foot of Wabash. Main 
street is bypassed again by modern 


traffic flow west to Cherry street and. 


cast to Ohio street. 

The merchants. bankers, doctors, 
attorneys and other business and pro- 
„fessional interests ,of the thriving 

* town grouped in the west end near the 
е courthouse. Тһе easterh édge of town 
was at the bridge over the Wabash 
fand Erie Canal at Ninth-and-a-half 
vstreet. but а few continued out to the 


с. of Wabash and Prairie, the) b 


present 13th St. — 

The lots of the original town were 
all east of Water street. with little 
business between :Water and First 
streets, although John Heitman kept 
a cigar and tobacco shop in that 
block. and the north side of the street 

was taken up by a wagon yard. If 


there were any others, they have left ; 


no record. 

Beginning at the hortheast ей 
of First and Wabash, was the 
wholesale grocerv of Bement & Co., 
and to the east of it, the stove and 
tinware shop of G. F. and C. C. Smith, 


' George Yeaman's carriage shop, and 


Charles Groverman's somewhat 
smelly fur and pelt shop. : 


On the south side of the street was 
the boot and shoe shop of Xavier 
Hahn. The next block east, facing the 
courthouse square, was the heart of 
the business district, with Adolph 
Arnold's clothing store on the corner 


of Second and Main. Max Joseph апа г: 
Samuel Mack located their clothing ~ 
* store іп the same block, and farther ў 
' east were the two hardware stores of 


Simeon Cory and Potwin & Bush, the 
wholesale grocery of К. S. Сох % Son, 
and the two dry goods stores of F. 


‘Historically 


Speaking © a 


By Оогон foe 


Also, Warren & Porterfield' 5 
grocery, the hat and cap store of Jos. 
C. Yates, the jewelry store of J. M. 
and С. Crisher, and г Doughty's 
Restaurant. Thé Prairie City Bank, 
John G. Wasson, agent for the B&O 
Railroad, Solomon Claypool, the at- 
torney,. James Farrington and Jesse 
Conrad had their offices in the block, 
probably over the drugstore of P. M. 
Donnelly on the northwest corner of 


‚ Third and Wabash, '.: ы 
The northeast corner of Third and”. . 


Wabash was occupied by the building 
known as Corinthian Hall, first place 
of public entertainment and built by 
Ezra W. Smith. On its lower floor at 
the corner was the clothing house of 
Arnold & Co., owned by D. H. Arnold, 


M3 


ra У ago 


T ps 2 8 1981: 


‘Nippert & Bro. and M. W. Williams & v р. W. Minshall las Nathan Erlanger. 
Co. 


The firm also had another clothing 
store farther east in the same block. 

Also on the north side of the street 
in the block between Third and 
' Fourth: were Alschuler & Goodman, 
clothiers; Oliver Barlett's book and 
stationery store; Berlau & Groneau, 


, merchant tailors; W. H.' Buck- 


ingham, books and stationery; the 
millinery shop of Mrs. A. Childs; J. 
Cook & Co. hardware, and S. R. 
Freeman, jewelr 


y. 
>” Deck & Doll, one of Terre Haute's 
first shoe factories, along with their | 
» rivals, Whitworth & Isaacs and T. P. 


Murphy, all were located in the same 
block. 

McKeen & Tousey’ 5 bank, L. Ryce 
& Sons drygoods store, as well as 
similar establishments of F. R. Whip- 


—— ——Ó—— ep ——, 


: 


ple and Tuell & Brokaw and T. Н.% : 


Barr & Со. drugstore оп the 
northwest corner jof Fourth and 
‘Wabash made up the rest of the large 
establishments on the north side of 
Wabash. 

On the second floors of these build- 


ings were the offices of Baird & ~“ 


Bassett, Chas. & Edw. Cruft. McLean 
& Crane, B. B. Moffatt, T. H. Nelson 


and I. М. Pierce, attorneys at Іам.» 


Also in the same block were the 
offices of Tuell & Usher, land de- 
alers; Alschuler & Nicoloy, photo- 
graph gallery; Watson & Shannon? 
bankers, and a notary public. 

On the south side of Wabash in this 
block were C. H. Bailey's grocery. A. 
‚С. Furrow's grocery, Alex B. Irving. 
pianos; George Kerchoff & Co.. 
leathers; Jacob Kern, jeweler: S. Н. 
Potter & Co., hardware; Taylor & 
Rowlson, agents for Atwater's sew- 
ing machines, and the offices of W. H 
Warren, pork packer: Dr. John 
M.Phipps, Dr. James T. Helms and 
Adam В. Miller, who styled himself 
‘‘photographist.”’. е 

John В. Cunningham had а 
drugstore in this block, but it's un- 
known as to which side of the strect 
it was on. | 


.early days are known east of Fourth 


Not all the business houses of very 


on Wabash, but on the north side wàs 
the tin shop of J. К. Graff &:Co.. 
Bernard W. Koopman's shoe shop. the 
tin shop of William Lockwood. Nip- 
pert & Co. drygoods store, Madigan & 
McHenry's saloon, Мах Reisman% 
Union House, and the bakery of 


Frederick L. Rottman & John Zim; 


merman, .- .. (odd 

The south side of Wabash had гіуі) 
dressmakers, Mrs. M. Abbott anü 
Mrs.' Martha Haynes; William Н; 
Sage's confectionery; the hat and fur 
shop of Frederick’ Stanley. and 
George Н. Whidden's grocery. ||, 

On the upper floors were Charles 
Eppert, early daguerrean artist. and 
Harbert & Barton, land agents, ovey 
Sage's. ox ut А 
- Occupying location$ not defined af 
other than between the two streets 
were the grocery of William Jenkins. 
Frederick Kronaur's confectioner(* 
Ernest Ohm’s boot and shoe shop. 


"William Ryan's saloon, John С. 


Rosses drygoods store, C. Reicherts 
boot and shoe shop, and Weiller & Co. 
clothing store. 


The Wabash Avenue of yesteryear. 


will be continued next Sunday... 


— Historically 
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Wabash Avenue — 


Streets CT. H ] 
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-| The recalling of business houses along what is now 
Wabash Avenue, but was known over a century ago 
as Wabash Street, was begun last Sunday. Today's 
column continues the listing of early days in 
‘downtown Terre Haute. 

.|.The slow eastward progress of the business 
district is shown by the residences that still stood in 
the block east of Fifth Street. Francis Bichowsky 
and and Uriah Jeffers, partners with Augustus 
: Claussen in the tobacco and cigar business, probably 
‘lived over the store. 

:. Тһе dressmaking shops of Adams and Blood, Mrs. 
. S. Clark, Miss Read and the two women named Mrs. 
"Knapp, were all on the upper floors on the south side 
of the street. Mrs. Sarah H. Dobbin and Miss.Read 
are. not identified as on the southside however. 
;'On the north side were Beaucharnp's grocery and 
Gram's furniture and undertaking establishment. 
Also in the Block, on one side of the street or the 
other, were John A. Brun's saloon; P. J. Byrne's 
sàloon, Samuel Hays, Boarding house, and Ira and 
Thomas J. Langford. - 

+! The corner of Fifth was then occupied by Francis 
Hulman's wholesale. grocery, later the house of 
Hulman and Cox. Фу ы i 


.'On the south side were Barney and Austin, land" 
agents; Dr. S. V. Campbell; M. B. Hudson's glass- 


and queensware store; Lucien: Houriet's jewelry 


Stare: James- Davis and John Goetz with their— 


groceries; Dr. Fahnestock's office, -апа Alvin 
Dudley's carpenter: shop: (also his residence as his 
mother was listed-as living there also). 

- Also.--Benjamin Ebbitt, city - engineer; the 
groceries of James F. Murphy, Patrick and Co., and 
G.: Weiss and Co.; Shaffer's boarding house and 
saloon; Frederick W. Stieffel, with his durg store 
below, and Dr. Edward Steiffel's office above, the 


ж 


Wabash. Exchange saloon; Watkins and Slaughter's | 


hardware store; M. B. Hudson's glass and 
queensware store, and the dental office of J. F. 
Warren. (5% 
The National Hotel stood at Sixth and Wabash, and 
Charles Springer, clothier, was on the corner of 
Fifth, but which corner is unknown. Wyeth and 
Barney, land dealers, Charles M. Berger, carpenter, 
and.the gas office were also in this block. 
: The long block from Sixth to Seventh streets was 
then but partly built. It would be another 25 years 
, before it was completely built up — even as now, and 
parking !ofs were not even dreamed of in those horse 
ánd buggy days. 


Over a century ago 
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‚+ Оп the north side there were a few business 
houses, one the grocery of William Grace. On the 
south side as Sixth was the drygoods store of Edsal, 
McDougall and Co., predecessor of the present 
Roots Store. 

Philip Bianchi, John Wurtzebach, August Re- 
inhardt, George Schnell and Dr. William L. Mahan 
were in this block, as were the saloons of P. 
Katzwnbach and Co., John W. Lemmer and Henry A. 
Ostendorf. Goetz and Teichman, cabinet makers; 
Chàrles A. Moench and his brother, Theodore, 
merchant tailors; William Patrick, painter and 
glazier, and Charles Woelfle, boot maker, were here 
alsp. ‚ 

: The block between Seventh and Eighth street held 
nofhing but the Terre Haute House, considered 
almost out of town, and the next block from Eighth 
to Ninth depended more on canal business. Here 


-were located the bakery and confectionery of Fran- 
cis- Frey. the grocery of А. E. Reiman, and two 


others, the property of Charles Klengler and J. H. 


,Pahmeyer, and the saloon of John Dietz. 


; Between Ninth street and the Wabash and Ereie 
Canal was the Estern Hotel conducted by A. 
McGuire, a favorite resort of the rougher element of 
the’ canal boat trade, the grocery of William C. 
Carey, and the boarding house and saloon of George 
Lofigsdorf at the northeast corner of Ninth, later to 
Бесоте the well Known landmark called the “Рів 
and Whistle.“ 

* From here, Wabash Street crossed the bridge over 
the canal. Just beyond this and down below the 
street level on the canal bank was the warehouse of 
Türner and McKeen. It was here, a few years 
earlier. that in an attempt to unload the locomotives 
fdr the Terre Haute and Richmond Railroad, they 
were spilled into the canal. 

‘Still farther east оп the south side, beyohnd the 
EXC railroad, stood the famous National Road 
House, owned and operated by Carl Seeman. 

- {Much farther east at the corner of Prairie was the 
grocery of John Ferrel, the first and last chance of 
atriving and departing travelers. 

‘The farm land east of 13th, Gilbert's on the south 
and Jewett's on the north, would be cut later into 
additions and subdivisions of the growing town, later 
СНу of Terre Haute. 


:46ав street lamps on tall, slender cast iron posts 
-were scattered here and there, usually a block apart 
‘ов Wabash. 

:- ?Traffie was light during the day and almost non- 
‘existent at night. Perhaps a stage coach rumbled 
іо town, or a light carriage with a family caught 


by nightfall before reaching their night's lodging, or 


.pérhaps a doctor in his buggy on an emergency call. 
: . :»During the day there were a few teams and wagon 


loads on the way to the far western prairies of 
Illinois or even as far as “bleeding Kansas“ ог 
Missouri. Local traffic was mostly the heavy two- 
wheeled drays bringing merchandise from the 
railroad depots and canal warehouse to the 
merchants. 

‚Та those days the shopper usually brought his 


.basket and took his purchases away with him. 


Storekeepers did not deliver until later. In an early 
advertisement, a local merchant stated that he had 
bought a “neat express wagon‘ by which the goods 
of the customer would be sent to his home “neatly 
‘аа. with dispatch.‘ 


rin an Img 
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Founding fathers name streets 
С 


Ву Ргапсез Е. Нидһез 


Terre Haute was laid out in 1816, the same year Indiana was 
organized. 

The original plat was 35 blocks, bounded on the north by 
Eagle Street, on the east by Fifth Street, on the south by Swan 
Street and on the west by Water Street. 

Of these blocks, one was set off as a public square, part of 
another for a church (the site of the old Asbury M. E. Church on the 
northwest corner of Fourth and Poplar streets) and part of another 
for a school building. 

Third Street was then Market Street and Wabash Avenue was 
the Old State Road and later called Main Street. The public road 
which laid out the center of the city was the corner of Main and 
Market streets. 

By an act of the legislature of Indiana, approved by the Gover- 
nor on Jan. 21, 1818, Vigo County was erected and Terre Haute 
became the county seat. 

Who decided how to number and name the streets of the city? 

John Hanley of the Vigo County Area Planning Commission 
says that before 1964, there was no set pattern on how streets were 
numbered or named. 

Now, the north and south streets east of Water Street are 
called Streets, both in the city and county, and the streets west of 
Water Street and across the Wabash River are called Places. The 
east and west streets from Wabash Avenue south outside of the 
city are called Drives and those from Wabash Avenue north outside 
of the city are called Avenues. 

Streets numbered and named inside the city limits remain the 
same as they were, some of them established more than 100 years 
ago. 

One may wonder how the founding fathers decided to name 
the north and south boundaries of the original plot after birds-- 
Eagle and Swan. The north and south streets, other than Water and 
Market, were numbered. 

Then, the founders apparently chose the trees of the surround- 
ing forest as names for the east-west streets. The first were Cherry, 
Mulberry, Walnut and Poplar. 

As the village expanded, east-west streets continued to be 
named after trees--Locust, Spruce, Elm, Chestnut, Linden, 
Buckeye, Oak, Willow, Beech, Ash, Sycamore, Plum, Cedar and, 
even Orchard and Greenwood streets, and Maple, Hickory and 
Haythorne avenues. 
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Then, other east-west streets started to be named for famous 
men--both national and local. There were the Presidents and other 
national figures--Washington, Lincoln, Jefferson, Franklin, Han- 
cock, Lafayette, Cleveland, Riley (for James Whitcomb Riley?), 
Harding, Harrison, Jackson, Hamilton, Garfield, Grant, Van Buren 
and Madison. 

Prominent local men were apparently honored by having 
streets named for them. They were Hulman (apparently for Herman 
Hulman), Voorhees (apparently for Senator Daniel Voorhees), Far- 
rington (for George Farrington), McKeen (for William Riley 
McKeen), Preston, (for the outstanding Preston family here), Davis 
(for J. W. Davis, founder of Davis Gardens), Cruft (for the educator, 
George Cruft), Deming (for Demas Deming, prominent business 
man), Minshall (for another prominent business man). 

Also, Kussner, (for Lorenz Kussner, who once had a music 
store in the Memorial Hal! building), Collett (for Stephen Collett, 
businessman, and his son, Josephus Collett, who gave Collett Park 
to the city), Hein! (for John G. Heinl, florist), Crawford (for pioneer 
business man, Caleb Crawford), !jams (apparently for Warren and 
Burch ljams), Thompson (for Col. Richard Thompson, once Secre- 
tary of the Navy), Gilbert (for Curtis Gilbert, one of the first pioneer 
residents). 

And Krumbhaar (for David Krumbhaar, one of the founders of 
St. Stephen's Episcopal Church) and such old family names as 
Warren, Wallace, Blaine, Hendricks, Spang, Dahlen, Clay, Dean, 
Seeburger, Chase, Royce, Marley, Dimmick, Dillman, Foulkes, 
Miller, Shields, Sheridan, Brown, Blakely, Brooks, Sibley, Nitsche, 
Schaal, Hampton, Kean, Johnson, Layher, Kester, Turner, Barton, 
Hudson, Pugh, Kent, Putnam, Marshall. 

Other streets have been named by family names such as Mc- 
Campbell, Berne, Rodgers, Hyler, Woodley, Mahan, Leeland, 
Winslow, Heck, Duane, Wheeler, McCullough, Osborne, Peyton, 
Blankenbaker, Bourne, Barbour, Morton, Wilson, Demorest, Bor- 
ing, Park, Wallace, Dillman and Fromme. 

Surnames of both men and women may be found among the 
lists of streets--such as Helen, Margaret, Elizabeth, Thomas, Lee, 
Leon, Carl and Olive. 

Some streets have been named for states, cities and rivers-- 
such as Indiana Avenue, Ohio Street and Ohio Boulevard, Idaho 
Street, Florida Avenue, Potomac Avenue, Orleans Avenue, Mon- 
terey Avenue, Boston Avenue, Delaware Avenue, and even Tip- 
pecanoe for the county or battle. 

Second Street became Harding Avenue south of Wabash 
Avenue and Woodlawn Avenue, apparently because of Woodlawn 
Cemetery, north of Wabash. Main Street became Wabash Avenue, 
and Market Street was changed to Third Street. The original Water 
Street kept the same name. 

Canal Street was probably so named because of the old 
Wabash and Erie Canal and College Avenue was probably so 
named because it was at the site of the old Western Female Univer- 
sity, later St. Agnes Academy, on the site of the present Terre 
Haute Regional Hospital. 

And it is evident that Fort Harrison was the east-west road 
leading into the old Fort Harrison, now the site of the Elks’ Fort 
Harrison Country Club. Prairieton Avenue is the extension of South 
First Street into the Prairieton Road. 

Where do the names come from for Maiden Lane, Grand 
Street, Fruitridge Avenue, Seabury Avenue, Prospect Avenue, 
Garden Lane, Prairie Avenue, North Avenue, Mariposa Drive, 
Liberty Avenue, Frisco Avenue, Home Avenue, View Avenue, Fen- 
wood Avenue, Marigold Drive, Meadows Drive and Cross Lane? 

Did someone suddenly decide to put a street between Sixth 
and Seventh streets and just call it Center or Sixth and One-half? 

The north-south streets have remained numbers and, ap- 
parently at some time, those who had the authority tired of using 
names of trees in the early days and started putting in numbered 
avenues until they got to eight and then went back to the trees 
again. 


Community Affairs File 


Streets of Terre Ha e Hatite laid ou "out in 1 £16 


When the streets of Terre Haute 
were laid out by the surveyor in 1816, 
he used the Wabash river as the 
main artery of travel, which it was 


then, and so he laid out Second and : 


Third Streets, Ohio and Wabash, to 
accommodate the expected travel 
and become the highways of the 
future running in the same direc- 
tions. 


Four years earlier in 1812, William 
Harris had surveyed the towns and 
ranges of Vigo County for the 
government, so he was hired by the 
town proprietors to survey their 
property lying between Seventh 
Street and the river from Locust to 
Hulman. Harris made one move that 
is to any engineer incomprehensible. 


Harris ignored the corner of the 
present Seventh and Poplar Streets 
and located Lot. No. 1 at the 
northwest corner of Fifth and Swan, 
a half block south of this stone. In 
consequence, the line of Poplar did 
not coincide with the line of the 
future county road to be known as 
the Bloomington Road. 

As time went on and the town 
grew to its boundary on the east, 
Chauncey Rose laid out his Rose's 
Addition. He chose that corner as his 
starting point and laid out the lots 
between Poplar and Ohio. Harris 
foresaw this and the south line of the 
outlot on which the Vigo County 
Puli Lit ry now stands was run 
o to meet this prospective 
-Hence the bend there. 

n the state road to In- 


polügas surveyed in 1821, the , 
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west end of it extended from the hill 
on the east to end at ‘‘the intersec- 
tion of Fifth and Ohio Streets in the 
Town of Terre Наше.” This line was 
followed very closely in 1834 when 
theCumberland Road was surveyed, 
with the seam point of termination 
and by Ohio Street to the river and 
on west. 

Travel along this road increased 
until in 1838 when Rose built his 
famed tavern at Seventh and 
Wabash, the Prairie House. Travel 
continued across his lots to Seventh 
Street and across those of Curtis 
Gilbert to Sixth Street, treading but 
little on the lot between Sixth and 
Fifth. 

Partly to avoid this use of his 
lands and partly, no doubt, to send 
travelers to and past the Prairie 
House, Rose built a fence along the 
side of the road between what is now 
Eighth and Ninth and put his 
permanent; mark o оп" Wabash Avenue. 


msh- 


The inlots of Terre Haute ex- 
tended only to Eagle Street where 
Second Street stopped, but the 
owners of the two outlots bordering 
on the center line of Second and 
north of Eagle had the street opened 
to Chestnut where it remained until 
after the beginning of the Cross Cut 
Canal that later was to become an 
important link in the Wabash and 
Erie Canal and which ran from the 
turning basin, where the Growers 
Market was located later, in a 
northerly direction across Chestnut 
and blocked Second Street. | 

When the subdivision which lies 
north of Chestnut and east of First 
was laid out, Second Street was laid 
to the west of its southern part and 
a foot bridge spanned the canal. 

Travel to the north from 
Vincennes and other points by which 
settlers came to Terre Haute con- 
tinued on north by way of the old 
Army Road first used by Harrison on 
his way to Tippecanoe. While it now 
ends as the Prairieton Road at 
Pike's Peak, it then extended to 
Second Street and into town. 

Later after the land had been 
taken up and was being put to use, 
the north travel from Terre Haute 
was diverted to make an angle 
across the township almost to what 
is now North Terre Haute. This 
created Lafayette Avenue. 

As the lands of the upper sections 
of Honey Creek were settled, travel 
began to go back and forth from the 
territory that became Reilly 
township. Another diagonal road 


_came into_being, and was known as 


Vigo County Public Li 


the Lockport Road, though more 
commonly called the Riley Road. 
This extended across Strawberry 
Hill to Sixth Street 'and possibly 
farther until buildings and fences 
stopped travel at Idaho corner. 

What the significance of the 
names Idaho Corner or Pikes Peak 
might have been earlier, there is 
now no clear determination of their 
background. Events of the times 
seem to have caused many names to 
be given roads in those days, some 
we can understand, others - remain 
mysteries. | «3 

The Lafayette Road no longer runs 
to that city; the Rio Grande Road 
may have been named during the 
war with Mexico; and the reason for 
the name of the Bloomington Road 
is obvious, but what of the Bono 
Road? 

The Army Road we know was the 
route of Наггівоп8 army, the 
Darwin and Carlisle roads are 
understandable, but many others are 
far from clear, their meaning buried 
in years gone by. 

Persons who are novices at delv- 
ing in local history are constantly 
puzzled by the names of streets and 
how they have changed over the 
years. A close study of city direc- 
tories and maps will help these 
newcomers understand our city and 
how it grew. There's usüal а 
logical. explanation to be found 
before an outrageous comment is 
made about our fair city. Natives 
may not wear grass skirts, but 
they're touchy about untruths re- 
ported about their homegrounds. |. і 
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Cuv) | ; NUMBERING HOUSES. 


AN ORDINANCE adopting the Philadelphia plan of numbering Houses. 


g 


[APPROVED FEBRUARY 4, 1873.] 
= Philadelphia 


Sectton1. Be it ordained by the Common Council оѓ?" 


the City of Terre Haute, That the plan known as the Phila- 

delphia system of numbering houses, be and the same is 

hereby adopted in the city of Terre Haute. - Water street 

: . d . base for east and 

бес. 2. Тһе Philadelphia plan of numbering houses, as west streets. | 

adopted by section one, is as follows, to-wit! Commencing 

at Water street as a base, and from which streetallhouses ^" , 

on streets running east and west will be numbered with odd . 

numbers on the right hand side and with even numbers on 

the left hand side, thus: North-east corner of Water and 

Main streets, with No. 2; north-east corner of First and 

Main streets, with No. 100; north-east corner Second and 

Main streets, with No. 200; north-east corner Third and 

Main streets, with No. 300, and south-east corner of Water 

and Main streets, with No. 1; south-east corner of First ` 

and Main, with Мо. 101; south-east corner of Second and 


a - Main, with No. 201; south-east corner of Third and Main, 
100 added to · with No. 301, and so on, adding 100 to the serial at the 
crossing. crossing of each street until the east boundary of the city 


is reached. АП streets running parallel to Main to be num- 
Бегей in like manner, commencing at. Water street as a 
base. ` All streets running north and south to be numbered 

Main street the north and ‘south from Main street as the base odd numbers 

and south on the right hand side, and even numbers on the left hand | 

| side as above stated, commencing at Main street with “one” 

and “two” and add successively 100, to the serial at the 
crossing of each street until the north or south limit of the + 
city is reached. Lafayette street shall be numbered like- 
wise commencing at its junction with Third street. 
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The first roads were the Indian trails, narrow paths, to be traversed only 
in single file. There is no way of knowing how numerous or well traveled these 
were but Little Turtle in his speech before Anthony Wayne at the treaty of Green- 
ville, speaks of the converging of many trails at the Miami town of Ke-ki-on-ga 
now Fort Wayne, and 7.Н,В. Nowland, an early pioneer of Indianapolis knew of sev- 
eral trails meeting at the junction of Fall Creek and White river, now well within 
the bounds of Indianapolis. These trails in some cases were followed by the roads 
of the white man as in the case of the first road between Indianapolis and Centre- 
ville, later in the National road. Doubtless the earliest settlers were led to 
convenient watering spots and future settlements by these same trails. 


The traces, as they were called which served the immigrants as roads, were 
scarcely improvements on the trail except in width. They were the rudest of pas- 
sage ways cleared enough to allow a wagon to pass and marked by "blazed" trees. 
These are long since lost and of only two has any record been preserved. These 
were called the Berry апі Whetzel traces, The Berry trace came up from 'the South, 
following the old Chio Falls Indian trail to the above mentioned junction cf White 
River and Fall Creek. The Whetzel trace was made in 1818 by Jacob Whetzel coming 
in from the East until it joined the Berry trace. By it many of the settlers of 
Morgan, Shelby, Marion and Johnson counties gained admittance. 


Ву 1826 Whetzel’s trace was no longer used, for with the opening of what 
was called the "New Purchase" in the central portion of the state in 1820, need for 


roads became imperative, and the legislature passed numerous laws looking toward 
their making. 


The revenue and labor for these roads was derived from three sources. 
From the sale of public lands in any state, five per cent was set aside by the 
government for internal improvements. Two per cent was retained by the government 
for general improvements, Three per cent was turned back to the state itself for 
improvements within its own borders; this constituted the first source. Other 
revenue was derived from the road tax levied on real estate. Farm lands were as- 
sessed half the amount of the state tax and town lots half the county tax. This 
tax could be "worked out" on the roads if the owner of the property so desired. 
The last source was a labor requirement making it binding upon all men between 


twenty one and fifty (with certain exceptions) to work two days each year on the 
roads or pay an equivalent, 
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But the revenue and labor fell far short of making the roads we have to- 
(ау. The state had not yet been drained, and the only way to get through the 
swamps was to lay down a "corduroy" of poles, perhaps weighted down with earth to 
<eep them from floating away. 


The streams had to be crossed by fords or rude ferries. The banks were 
often so steep that there was no lack of real danger in driving into an unfamiliar 
stream. The worst "dirt road" in rainy weather can only give us a hint at the 
early conditions. Our fathers doubtless braved dangers and discomforts every day 
which we should hesitate to incur once in a lifetime. 


But the paternalism of the state was bringing outside aid. When Indiana 
was admitted as a state it was provided, as it had been in Ohio, that the two per 
cent of the return from sale of public lands should be expended in extending the 
National or Cumberland road already being built from Cumberland, Maryland through 
Pennsylvania, West Virginia and Ohio through Indiana. 


In 1826 the preliminary survey westward was extended to Indianapolis and 
in 1830 bids were advertised for the contract west of Columbus, Ohio and within the 
next seven years the road crossed the Indiana line. 


Indianapolis was the center of operations in Indiana, roads being built 
both eastward and westward from that point. The road entered the state through 
Wayne County but was not completed until taken over by the Wayne County Turnpike 
company and finished in 1850, 


In 1848 the road had passed from under national control into the hands of 
various private corporations. One instance of this is shown in the act of the Gen- 
eral Assembly of January 1849 incorporating the Central Plank Road Company.  Sec- 
tion 17 of the act says! 

"Sec. 17. This corporation is hereby empowered to take possession of, occupy and 
use, for.the purpose of constructing a plank road thereon, all that portion of road 
known as ‘the National Road! together with the bridges, timber, stone, gravel or 
other materials now belonging to said road lying between the eastern line of the 
county of Hancock and the western line of the county of Putnam." 4c, 


These plank roads are described in a little book written by Robert Dale 
Owen, who was sent to New York state by a Posey county corporation, to investigate 
such roads there. He recommended a road eight feet wide formed of planks two and 
& half to four inches thick, laid cross wise on long mud sills, and well spiked down. 
The cost of the material he estimated at 3938 to $1,689 per mile according to thick- 
ness of planks. Owen thought a white oak road would last for at least twelve years 
but Mr, Cottman is of the opinion that they lasted a much less time for he points 
out that within ten years a decline in their use had set in. 


This period when the road was under private control was the era of the 
toll-g&te, so rarely seen, now. Mr, Hulbert gives most interesting lists of tolls 
charged according to the damage it was estimated the traveling man, beast or e 
on would cause the road, Needless to say, wide tired wagons were in great favor. 


Why gravel was not used before 1858, in which year Mr. Cottman says the 
first statutory mention of gravel roads was made, is not clear. But one can imag- 
ine that encumbering timber was much more obvious as a road materiel than hidden 
gravel bars in almost inaccessible spots. 


The "Michigan Road" was another early thoroughfare, opening up the state 
from north to south as the National road had opened it from east to west. The 
manner in which the right of way was secured from the Indians is one of the many 
more or less disagreeable episodes in our dealings with them. Article 2 of the 
treaty reads as follows; 

"As an evidence of the attachment which the Pottawattamie tribe feel toward the 
American people, particularly to the soil of Indiana, and with a view to demon- 
strate their liberality and benefit themselves by creating facilities for traveling 
and increasing the value of their remaining country, the said tribe do hereby cede 
to the United States a strip of land connecting at Lake Michigan and running thence 
to the Wabash River, one hundred fest wide for a road, and also one section of 
good land contiguous to said road for each mile of the same and also for each mile 
of a road from termination thereof, through Indianapolis, to some convenient point 
on the Ohio River. And the General Assembly of the state of Indiana shall have a 
right to locate said road and apply the said sections or the proceeds thereof; 

and the roads shall be at their sole disposal", 


This deal was as shrewd as it sounds and tbe road was practically built 
from the proceeds of the "sections of good land contiguous to said road", 


The work on the road was begun in 1828 and finished in about ten year's 
time, 


The course of the road was from Trail Creek on Lake Michigan easterly to 
the southern bend of the St. Joseph Kiver, now South Bend, then southward to the 
Wabash River and Indianapolis, then southeast to Greensburg and south again to 
Madison. 


The great service of the Michigan road was in opening up Northern Indiana 
This service practically ended in the north with the opening of 


Е he coming of the Madison railroad. 


the Wabash and Erie canal and in the south with t 


This is only & glimpse at the road development of Indiana. I have hinted 
at the later development of the road system, first through private capital, in the 
era of the toll-gate ard in our own йау, а movement beginning as early as 1879 by 


county control supported by tax levies. 


Indiana now has excellent roads on the whole, not so good as they are in 
the eastern states but much better than in many states and they are constantly being 
improved with permanent concrete bridges and better grading and graveling. 


Bibliography - to be found in the State Library. 
Hurlbut, Н.В. Cumberland road. 
*Indiana-Michigan road commissioner. Reports. 
George 8. Cottman, First thoroughfares of Indiana. 
Md ^ n The National road. 
*Ethel L, Montgomery. Building of the Michigan road. 


*Books thus starred are not allowed to be circulated because they cannot be replaced 
if lost. 
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p bash river bridge. revealed that ]п”опе 


travel over the Dixie B line. 
one day's count, automobiles bearing 
license · ‘plates from- 37 out,of the 48, 


wa mates that am equal number passes on 


Nine-cféle and sewice- chibs of: Terré 
Qlaute have: determined to adequately: 
пат the. intersedtion of the: 2 na 
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where. 
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férmfned to invite the public to share, 
in suggesting &.form .of marker for 
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made of the north and south va 


In this я 


Continued om iiri c Rete аны, 59 3, Column 1 


states in the union passed through our 
principal street intersection. And the 
joint committee has. determined to 
create a favorable ~ impression | upon 
this army of ‘visitors by providing а 
marking at Seventh and Wabash ауе- 
nue which will be both instructive and 


impressive: 4 
; The committee conservatively esti- 


! the Dixie B line, making more than, 
{ 10, 000 а automobiles passing ‘this inter- | 

Б Section. daily and with an average of || | 
: four passengers: would mean close. to. | 
50,000 "visitors passing the famous іп- 
—]tersection of" the ‘nation’s’ two most 
important and. direct transcontinental 

j highways—the National Old Trail from 

4. the Atlantic; to the Pacific, : and: the: 
"Dixit: B line from, Chicago to the gulf. 
Sremberatof the. committee and the: 
зы ey еттей follow: asd 
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find it hard to believe that Ohio and 
Walnut streets were once closed at 
the C.&E.!. Railroad crossings. The 
opening of Ohio Street crossing by 
the railroad and city officials was 
quite an event. 

Terre Haute is renowned for its 
complicated problems with the rail- 
roads. There has probably never 
been a more mixed up case in the 
history of Indiana than the legal 
proceedings that grew out of the 
first efforts made by the city in 1883 
to establish a grade crossing over 
the E.&T.H. tracks on Ohio Street. 

The railroad wanted to build a 
viaduct over Ohio Street for the 
street traffic, but the city fathers 
didn't go along with the idea. They 
wanted the city to have the right-of- 

way for a through street at that 
point. 

In 1902 the E.&T.H. Railroad sued 
the city for $200,000 damages 
which they believed would result 
from the opening of Ohio Street. 
The lawsuit was venued to Parke 
County and the railroad was 
awarded $60,000 damages. The 
case was appealed to the Supreme 
Court and was still pending when 
the City Council voted to issue 
bonds to pay the judgement. 

To further complicate matters at 
this point, the City Coyncil was 
enjoined pending the lawsuit of J. 
G. Heinl to restrain the city from 
issuing bonds. The local court's ` 
decision left the city free to issue 
bonds to the amount of $40,000 
‘and the other $20,000 to be raised 
from property owners. 

- Ойһег city progress in 1903 was 


efs o 


the paving of Gilbert Avenue from 
Wabash to Orchard Street (due, no 
doubt, to the pet project of Mayor 
Henry C. Steeg, the park at 14th 
and Wabash to be named for him, 
and purchased by the city for 
$25,000). 

Fourth Street was paved from 
Poplar to Hulman in 1903, and the 
city fathers voted $175,000 for the 
new bridge to be built over the 
Wabash. 

By Sept. 1, 1903, an Indianapolis 
firm bought the bonds, and as soon 


_ as they were printed and delivered ~ 
here they were signed by Mayor 


Steeg and City Clerk Buckingham 
and returned to Indianapolis. For 
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the bonds the city received $44,000 
plus $900 premiums with the bonds 
to draw four percent interest and 
run for 20 years. On Sept. 17, the 
city's attorneys Foley and McNutt 
took the checks to Rockville as 
promised. 

From this time until the following 
spring, the railroad was busily 
trying to fulfill its part of the ~ 
bargain. Ohio Street was formally 
opened across the E.&T.H. tracks on 
the morning of April 1, 1904. 

There was no brass band, no 
speeches, but Mayor Steeg was 
there with his “dollar tax rate 
smile,” and drove the last spike, a 


silver one donated by the railroad, 
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in the west end of the crossing. 

Over a thousand spectators 
cheered as the mayor struck blow 
after blow on the silver spike, the 
last act in the long war between the 
railroad and the city for possession 
of Ohio Street. Also attending were 
City Attorney Foley, Street Com- 
missioner Stokes, Police Chief Lyons 
and Fire Chief Dáugherty. 

John R. Connelly, general agent 
of the railroad, believed that Cor- 
nelius Meagher with "Old Nancy" 
should be the first across the tracks 
because of his fight for the street 
opening. However, Daugherty in- 
sisted on his right to be first. 


As soon as the engine used to 
block the crossing backed south 
with the line of freight cars, Joe 
Mauch turned in with his horse- 
drawn delivery wagon and came 
within inches of running into Chief 

' Daugherty in his city rig which was 
waiting for the freight cars to clear 
the crossing. 

According to Charles W. Hyde of 
the railroad, there were 36,000 feet 
of timber in the crossing. The crowd 
had gathered before 9 a.m., and . 
the construction gang had been 
working night and day to get the 
crossing planked. The previous night 
the men worked by torchlight. 

The final results of the race across 
the tracks were Daugherty, first; 
Meagher, second; R. L. Alder, first 
wheel man to cross (bicycle); W. L. 
Holdaway, first with a coal wagon; 
Patsey Mahaney, third with a rig; 
and the first engine to cross the 
silver spike was C.& E.I. No.85. 

Does anyone know who was first 
across the tracks when Walnut 
Street was opened? 


TH. SIR eels 


Jockey Blan 


[ 1. ' » d | 
Of City's Early Yea 


By ponory, 3, CLARK 


Sarah “Aunt Sallie” Pierce (wife of Cap James Pierce) who was born on 
St. Patrick’s Day, 1851, once told about a - n section of this city. She 
stated that “ alley which you see to t г north or my house (she lived at 200 

Harding Ау vague at the time of the inter ) was formerly called “Jockey Alley, 
for the reason that the Mexican ponies, Texas mustangs, and old nags used to be 
brought there for sale or trade.” 

In an old scrapbook of the Society for Organized Charity, I found some men- 
tion of this notorious neighborhood. Jockey Alley was described as an alley run- 
ning north and south between First and aes streets, and Wabash and Cherry 
streets. E 
In the early days it consisted ofa long row of half-decayed sheds, each with 
one small window, and a battered door leading into the alley. The roofs leaked, 
the floors were rotted away, the walls were warped until in many places the hand 
could be thrust through cracks between the weather beaten boards.. These hovels 
were a perfect example of abject poverty, despair and helplessness. k 

Miss Rhoda Welding set about finding better homes for the к?” and! then 


asked the city to destroy the hovels. 

With all its years of mingled hilarity, pathos, tragedy and unsanitary condi- 
tions, Jockey Alley was evidently quite a landmark. No more would rp bar- 
gains be struck by grasping, tricky, drunken horse traders from all parts of the 
underworld in this small but noted thoroughfares in ште worst part of the west end. 


In 1910 the oldest tenant of 
location of which there is very 
little record. Mel ar mer 


Jockey Alley was. "Hannah 

Porter who had lived there 15 
spoke of “Happy Alley" as 
being located Ie ‘Swan 


years, She was 70 years old 
at this time, | 
and knew тоге 
of the tenants 
and former ten- |! 
ants than any- | 


2 
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one else. She | In chec Г 
ІШ g more on Jockey 
E a single e. 1 looked ир the 


Y paid | 
llarsa. 
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city, was living“ Ж. 
stables and. had c come 

with smallpox. | 

In the stable there were six 
s ls, each being used as а | 
e "for one or more persons. | 
Е: Board of ealth wanted — 
to burn the Ping as it was. | 
impossible to effectively fum- | 
igate it іп На. filthy condition. | 
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id, but she 
hing in com- 
get a penny 
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cleanest 
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. and Oa eets, Does anyone 
know of.this 252 and how | 


men, The Fairbanks of Terre | 
Haute, The pO Inn, on 


the Banks 0 abash, was 
a first-class cafe and bar 
where short orders were 


served day or night and the 
lunch stand was always open. 


Anything on the” market was 


| served at popular. prices and 
ecial- 


fresh river fish w 
ity.” Riverside \ 
^ Headquarters fog e 


pearl | unters, 
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Some Old re Identified With 
The Early History Of Terre Haute 


TERRE HAUTE TRIBUNE———— APR 181949 


By A. R. Markle. 


From notebooks in archives of 
Fairbanks Library. 


On the north side of Ohio a lit- 
tle west of the Congregational 
Church stood a small brick house 
built by Curtis Gilbert in 1834. 


«Very early in the history of Terre 
Haute he had bought the two out- 
lots lying between Wabash and 
Ohio from Sixth to Seventh streets. 
In this house were born his son 
Joseph and his daughter Harriet. 
The latter married John S. Beach 
and spent part of her married life 
as the mistress of the house which 
was her birthplace. 

The late Linton Usher once 
drew a map for the writer show- 


Ing the occupants of this block on 


Ohio street. The space now taken 
by the Beach Block facing Sixth 
street was marked "May Pole," evi- 
dently reminiscent of some May 
Day frolic and the part that held 
this house bore a title, significant 


of the late sixties, "John Heath. 


- Democrat.” 


In 1842 Mr. Gilbert moved ой! 
of town to the home he built be- 
tween Fourteenth and Fifteenth 
on Wabash, then far out in the 
country along the National Road. 
He was followed in this old house 
by W. D. Griswold, John S. Beach 
and others. 

In November, 1881, the tenant, 
the Rev. Francis S. Dunham of 
St. Stephen's Church, was host to 
a meeting called by Judge Wil- 
liam Mack at which was organized 
the Terre Haute Literary Club, 
now in all probability; the oldest 
organized cultural society in the 
city. 

с The Beach Bank. 

Around the corner on South 
Sixth, at the north side of the 
zlley, stood the building of the 
Prairie City Bank. Organized in 
1852 in the old Rose building at 


the northwest corner of Ohio and 
Sécond, birthplace of two other 
banks of early Terre Haute, it 
moved into its own building next 
to the Shandy building on Wabash 
in late 1854 and later into this 
building. In 1869 it shared its 
quarters with the newly organized 
Terre Haute Savings Bank until 
the latter built its own building 
at the southwest corner of Sixth 
and Ohio. After the failure of the 
bank it became the office of Paul 
Kuhn. Later the Kleeman store 
took. over the building and altered 
it to fit into their own store and 
finally it, with the rest of the prop- 
erty, was razed for the Ward 
building. 
Congregational Church. 

In 1834 a traveler stopped over 
night and as soon as it became 
known that he was a minister, a 
group asked him to stay over Sun- 
day and preach to them. This was 
Merrick A. Jewett and thus casu- 
ally was formed the Congrega- 
tional Church, though the first 
election of trustees did not take 
place until they were ready to buy 
the lot where now stands the Hotel 
Deming. 

A small building was erected 
there and was destroyed by a tor- 
nado in 1853. The congregation 
decided to rebuild after the ruins 
were burned and the new churcli 
was dedicated in 1857. In 1871 it 
was greatly enlarged to almost 
double its original size and was, 
after the erection of the new build- 
ing on Ohio, used for an overall 
factory until razed for the hotel 
building. 

Lottie Keller's House. 

At the northeast corner of Sixth 
and Cherry stood a large frame 
house once owned by Joseph O. 
Jones and occupied for many years 
by Charlotte Keller as a very popu- 
lar boarding house. She sold the 
property to James Hunter for the 
building of his laundry and he sold 


ЖУ- аз ~ 
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| 
the house for removal for his new, 
building. It now stands at the 


northeast corner of Sixth and) 
Sycamore. 


.The Old Seminary. 


On the site now occupied by the 
Administration building of the! 
Teachers College stood the County 
Seminary built in 1847 by the; 
county as a building for an ead. 
emy. Opened in 1848 under the 
title, "The*' Vigo Collegiate Insti- 
tute," it was a high gradé school 
under various managements until 
sold to the city in 1853 when it 
became a part Of the free public | 
school system. During the early 
days of the public schools when | 
free schools were suspended for a 
time, it was a subscription school 
under "Benny" Hayes and after re- 
sumption of the free schools he, 
continued there. In 1867 the city, 
sold the property to the trustee# . 
of the Normal School and Мг. 


: Hayes conducted a pay school on 


Eagle street about where the Li- 
brary building now stands. 


The Doctors Homes. 


On the corner of Seventh and 
Mulberry, where now stands the 
Elks Club, was the home of Dr. 
Clippenger who built a small one- 
story brick building on the lot 
where his house stood. Here in 
succession were the Armstrong 
brothers Joe and Will, both ме! 
liked doctors of the old school. Dr. 
Joe was murdered one Sunday as 
he returned, from a call in the 
country, and'near the Poor Farm! 
on East Maple avenue. He lived | 
but a feW minutes after he was 
shot and fell from the buggy. The 
murderer secured but a few dol- 
lars and the doctor's watch, but 
served a long term in the peniten- 
tiary for the crime. 

Following these two doctors came 
Moses G. Waters and after him. 
the building was razed for the Elks 
Club. Ed Waters, a graduate of 
Rose, installed the first automatic, 
thermostat controlled damper on 
the old furnace in the house. His 
own construction, before the use of| 
clectric lighting became common, 
it was a curious device. 


(To Be Continued) 
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ELIZABETH C. ROSS 


October 8, 1970 


Dear Mr. McCargue: 

,. am enclosing an article about the 
origgn of Spectator Court. In 1904, the 
Spectator was published at 24 So ШЕВ S.. I 
did not check to find out when it moved to 
618 Ohio, but it was there as late as April 
1915, when the building was built at 51 
Spectator Court. 


Sincerely, 

“Cle cha l еъ, 
Elizabeth C. Ross 
Hd. Local Eist Dept. 


, Ву А. R, Markle, : 


From the earliest times the river Ё 
has been the sole means of trans- ё 
porting men and material between Ё 
distant points except for the foot 
traveler who used the forest paths. f 

The earliest account of the white 
man's travels on the Wabash isf 
probably in the account of some 
of the earliest missionaries, for 
the trapper and trader left no гес-| 
ord other than is to be found inff 
the licenses issued by the governor | 
of the Indiana Territory to those 
who were allowed to trade with the 
@ Indians after the establishment of 
the Territory. 

One notable exception is the ac- 
count, found in the Canadian -ar-f 
chives, which was written by ап 
unknown traveler and the. only| 
date we have is that it ге$!5[ 
there among papers of about 1770. 


Voyage to the Illinois. 


‚| From the contents of this ‘ac-} 

count we know that the writer wasty 
а good observer and a good wríterF? 
but there is some evidence of some 
editing, possibly by the writer, or 
‚| Бу someone who copied his account 
from a journal into the records 
where the original wrlter may have 
gone over it again. Almost the 
| only indication of this editing is thé 
.|striking out of the character “ат- 
и регѕапа” and writing above it the 
word "and." 

Many years ago this was printed 
in one of the publications of the 
Indiana Historical Society, but at 
one point in the journal itself 
there was a reference to “fifteen 
miles" with no explanation for the 
absence of the text explaining the 
distance. 


| In the record itself two columns 
to the right of the text on each 
page indicate the distance from the 
last point indicated and the far- 
thest column gives the total dis- 
‚tance so far on the journey. 

| In this case the first column 
contains only the fifteen, which 
‘checks with the sub-total and the 
iwrlter, quoting from this printed 
;account,.asked the dominion ar- 
jchives for.an explanation and in 
return. received a photostat сору 
of the entire journal with an ex- 
;planatory note reading, with ref- 
‘erence to the Vermillion river, 
“an yd. village up this: river" 
15 miles, 

This journal’ makés note of the 
distances from Detroit to Maumee 
Bay in Lake Erle and to each point 
of note up the Maumee to Fo 
Miami (now Fort Wayne), the 
traverse of the portage from Fort 
Wayne to the Aboit, or Little Wa- 
bash, and by way of the river to 
the highland and Vincennes. One 
note is not understandable, for 
near the present Peru he notes 
on the left bank, "a coal mine." 
‘What he saw there no man knows, 
but certainly there was no coal 
mine. , n d 
| The distance he gives, which he 


says are estimated, do not indicate 
clearly the location of "the. bigh- 
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Ш of this route through Vigo county 


iil ious small streams where the deep 
Al ruts, 
1 show. Мис! of this route is no 


ji these wagons still show and have 


lands" which he says mark the an- 
cient boundary between the prov- 
inces between Quebec and Loulsi- 
ana and they may have been any- 
where from the present Monte- 
zuma to the pO in Sullivan | 


county. 


The- Indian Trade. 


The above Journal shows that 
the Indians from very early days 
used the river to carry their furs 
from the Miami Fort to Fort St. 
Vincent, now Vincennes, an early 
French settlement. After the esta 
lishment of Indiana Territory in 
1800, Governor Wiliam Henry Har- 
rison issued licenses to. variou 
traders to trad@ with the Indian: 
“at the! Wea town of Terre Haute.’ 
This spot may have been rather іп- 
definite and there are to be found 
on the river bank now included in 
the U.S. Pentitenary Grounds, arti- 
facts and other evidences of an In- 
dian village there, but the. first 
definite location made by a: white 
man was when John Tipton noted 
in his Journal that the town of 
"Tarholt" was about two miles 
south/of the fort which Harrison 
built when on his way to Tippe- 
canoe. 

It was on this occasion that'the 
first known land transportation was 
made by the supply wagons drawn 
by oxen from 'Vincennes to Tippe- 
canoe and return. 

There is still to be found traces 


after 139 years of its use. The 
crossing of Prairie creek, the de- 
tour near Hutton to avoid the 
great swamp, the crossing of var- 


cut by these wagons, still 


longer used, but the so-called dug- 
road which let the wagons down 
from the high ground where itf 
entered the present county, still |) 
bears mute testimoney to the work 
of Harrison’s*men on that difficult 
journey. 

Far to the north of us in War- 
ren county, the deep ruts worn by 


apparently been preserved as his- 
toric markers. While much of this 
road has altered its course a part 
of it still bears the title of Army 
Road and along it were scattered 
settlements known as Battle Row. 


The Settlers Arrive. 


By the summer of 1816, when 
David Thomas, later chief engineer 
of the: western division of the Erie 
Canal, made his tour of the west- 
ern country, he noted in July that 
his friend, "M. Н,” who was! 
Moses Hoggatt, had established his! 
home at the present site of Prairie- 
ton, where һе had extensive fields,' 
orchards and buildings on lands 
that he hoped to acquire by pur- 
chase 'at the opening of the land 
sales in September. There is evi- 

| dence west'of Johnson Brothers 
Elevator at Prairieton of the old 
road traveled by Harrison and 
the present route of the Prairieton 
Road and Third street in Terre 
Haute are probably on the exact 
slte of the route to Fort Harrison. 

Squarely across this road Wil- 
liam Harris laid out the Town of, 
Terre Haute and the men and their 
families who were our first citizens 
came here either by the river or: 
| v Road. re t fivel 


years were to elapse before the 
first steamboat landed at Terre 
Haute and it took almost anotherj 
year for the second boat to make 
its appearance. Then followed the! 
survey of the National Road and? 
its ultimate construction, which § 
brought in a flood of travel Бу) 
wagon, stagecoach and. the big 
freighters from the east. By this 
time the steamboat travel had 
made immense strides and com- 
munication almost daily through 
the season to points as far north 
as Lafayette and the efar-away 
cities of Natchez, New Orleans, 
Louisville, Cimcinnati and Pitts- 
burgh. { 


. Sunday, Мау 21,:1950: | 


Early Terre Haute Citizens 


Thought One Road Here Enough 


By A. R. Markle. 


While the first need for roads 
was to bring in travel from Vin- 
cennes, the rapid settlement of the 
И соцпіу made a demand for other 
roads. No matter how the settler 
came here, his first need was to 
visit the Land Office at Vincennes, 
select his land and make his ini- 
tial payment, but when he arrived 
here he in many cases was а 
distance from the town and county 
seat. Much of the land had been 
taken up by speculators who did 
not intend to occupy it and held it 
fot the Advance in prices. These 
non-resident land owners did not 
cultivate their land апа “(һе work 
of fencing was entirely unneces- 
sary, so that the distant settler 
frequently chose a route directly 
from his place to the town. As 
settlement increased the interven- 
ing lands were occupied and he 
Mfinally felt the need of a direct 
Mroad. Both law and custom put 
these! roads, in a majority of 
cases, on a section line which ran 
east and west or north and south. 
"Finally the county commissioners 
were petitioned to open a road 


along these lines where the ad-, 


joining land owner would not ob-' 
ject to the location, or requi 
damages to be paid. 


A Typical Example. | | 


In September, 1831, a road was! 
surveyed from Terre Haute to the: 
Clay county line which followed 
Avery closely what 15 now Margaret 
avenue. In their report the View- 
ers say:. "In pursuance of our ap- 
pointment at your session of last 
May appointing us viewers of the 
best and most suitable ground, to 
establish a road upon; on or as 
Ц near to the line dividing the town- 
ships eleven and twelve as prac- 
Л tible; have the honor to report to 
| your board as follows: 

“That on the 2nd inst. We set 
out from the eastern edge of the 
Ft. Harrison Prairie and found 
good ground for about the distance 
of two miles immediately on this 
line; but after ascertaining that a 
М due east course would not afford 
suitable ground; we changed our 
“J course a little southerly; until we 
arrived at the east line of this 
county—where after much fatigue 
Дапа search to find suitable ground 
Э леге; we were obliged for want of 
it; to commence our return rout 
М тот a point we established by 
blazing several trees about 140 


point of the two lines; on our re- 
turn we deviated twice materially 
from the old Trace; bringing the 
road (as was our object) nearer the 
township line. 

"At a proper point we quit the 
old Trace entirely and steered 
about a north west course; diagon- 
ally until we rejoined the township 
blazing in all the route a sufficient 
number of trees; to point out to the 
different supervisors the best 
round and straightest course (as 
we belleve) that can be found on 
he route . 

M "We also ‘believe that no part of 


perches south of the intersecting: 


HMM 


ithe road as blazed will depart а | 
greater distance from the township 
line than it does at its eastern ех- | 
tremity, viz, 140 perches. 

“On this morning we viewed a 
ground from the east edge of the! 
prairie to the road leading from 
T. Haute to Evansville and find if 
all suitable. to establish a road 
upon, the whole distance on the 
township line." 

This latter portion was rendered 
unnecessary by the construction of 
the Lockport Road which came in 
diagonally from the edge of the 
prairie to the present Seventh and 
Hulman. The report concludes 
with the recommendation that the 
eastern portion of this route be 
opened at once as the inhabitants 
back in the woods had "no toler- 
able road to travel on to T Haute 
in the winter or spring." The re- 
port is signed by George W. 
Dewees, Levin Woolen and Vachel 
Dean. The western end of the 
| route from Seventh and Hulman, 
while ‘not officially so designated, 
was by common consent diagonally 
up Strawberry Hill to about Sixth 
and Washington avenue and it was 
near this portion of the road that 
‚һе countryside gathered to see 
Samuel Dias hung for the murder 
of George Brock. 


Other Early Roads. 


In 1825 a new road was laid out 
beginning on the west bank of the 
Wabash river opposite Terre Haute 
and running diagonally across the 
bottoms in the general direction of 
St. Mary's and Sandford, crossing 
the state line about three miles 
south of the county line, but it 
seems not to have been firmly 10- 
cated because a dozen years or so 
later the commissioners were asked 
to relocate the road because all 
the stakes and markers had been 
"obliterated—destroyed and lost." 
One point on this new route would 
have met the St. Mary's Road 
where the Vitrified Brick Plant is 
now located. Among those who 
«алша have access to this road was 

tonard Crawford, Dennis Hearn 
taid William Ray, one time sheriff. 
Ahother projected road was to be 
built to Crawfordsville, but Curtis 
Gilbert and Demas Deming ob- 
jected to the route chosen across, 
their lands near the present Frujt- 
ridge and it was later located as 
the present Lafayette avenue. 

Still another road gives us the 
only known location of the early 
New Hope church and may have 
been the present Darwin Road 
which passes the old churchside. 
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Chauncey Rose Protests. 

The original plat of the town 
had no streets east of Fifth, the 
present blocks east of that were 
laid out as out-lots, all of them be- 
ing of a size equal to the blocks 
inside the plat. 


The first street to be opened 


through the outlots east of the 
town became Sixth street, but 
there was a sharp division of opin- 
ion as to the wisdom of opening 


such a street. Those petitioning 
for the street included: Ollve Rose, 
James Ross, L. H. Scott, John 


Jackson, Ransom Miller, Ira Colt- 
rin, Abner A. Fuller, Willlam Mc- 
Fadden, John Bosnell, David Lin- 
ton, C. Gilbert, John F. Cruft, E. 
Dole, S. Wright, D. Deming, R: S. 
McCabe, Wm. C. Linton, Charles 
B. Modesitt, and George S. Hamer- 
ly. The petition recites that the 
road was, “to start north from 
David Linton's new brick house," 
‘whic stood in the middle ‘of the 
block between Fifth and Sixth and 
Ohio nad Walnut, "by Abner A. 
;Fuller's and Olive Rose's store 
until it intersects the road from 
Terre Haute to Otter Creek 
Bridge.” This latter was the La- 
fayette road.) 

The remonstrators included 
Chauncey Rose and John and Syl- 
vester Sibley (who incidentally 
were paid $44.12 damages because 
the road passed through their 
lands in Sibleytown), Nelson Mar- 
kle and many others. 

Rose's objection was that such a 
road was wholly unnecessary as 
there was a good county road, the 
present Seventh ‘street, only a 
short distance away. It is evi- 
dent that he was prepared to ob- 
ject also when the time came to 
open what would have been Sev- 
enth street, but which became, 
north of Chestnut and south of 
Swan, the present Center street, 
because when he laid out his first 
additton to Terre Haute he named 
this County Road Eighth street and 
those east of it Ninth and Tenth 
streets. However he finally filed a 
new plat calling them, Seventh, 
Eighth and Ninth streets. 


ШШЕ, ЕЧ ҮТҮ? 
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By A. R. Markle. 


В The first white settlement in 
Miwhat is now Indiana was at Vin- 
cennes and the trade from there 
Ei with the Indians to the north was 
W mainly by the Wabash river but 
Miong ages before the white men 
aoe the buffalo made their way 
Ый аз the seasons changed, from the 
prairies of Illinois to the blue grass 
pastures of Kentucky by what be- 
came known later as the Buffalo 
Trace. The small hoof of this ani- 
mal made it avoid low lands and, 
swamps and ít carefully sought out 
the upper lands, іп the mea 


M Year after year, age after age, 1 
ade its way along a well defined 
trail across southern Indiana’ from 
the fording place at the Ohlo river 
В falls to a crossing of the Wabash at 
Ee and as the whites began 
to enter Indiana from Kentucky 
and gather at Vincennes they fol- 
lowed a deep worn path, always on 
Eihigh ground {о {һе fords of the 
smaller rivers. : 
1 ' The Indian Trade. 
The first traders were French 
aa from Canada who established the 
M town or fort known as Vincennes 
Б that later became Vincennes and 
jthe earliest account of a voyage 
2 that is left to us is that written by 
gan unknown voyageur and pre- 
by served in the Canadian archives at 
Ottawa. Found among papers of 
(11770 it gives in detail the points of 
jinterest and distances and names 
[this vicinity as “The Highlands.” | 
{ Here later was the Wea town of 
Д Terre Haute as named in the jour- 
па! of William Henry Harrison when 
M he granted licenses in 1800 and 1801 
М to French traders from his capital 
Mat Vincennes and above which on 
the river he established the out- 
idpost called Fort Harrison in 1811. 
Я When William Harris ran his lines 
Що? the first survey to mark the sec- 
sation’ line now known as Locust 
street. He marked on his map near 
wiFirst and Water streets "terre- 
J haute." 


The First Road. 


3| Harrison's route to Tippecanoe 
"ientered the present county of Vigo 
Л пеаг the southwest corner and its 
progress through this county came 
malong the Army Road. This led 
| through the villages later known as 
#] Vigo and Hutton. It is still visible 
йаз it comes down the hill and ар- 
Е proaches the north line of Sullivan 
@ where what is called the “Dug 
4 Road" marks the spot where he had 
bito grade by cutting the hill to low- 
Mer his wagons onto the lower 
Aground, The road is still used as 
Jfar as Hutton where the army was 
"confronted by a great swamp or 
Mbog that has long since been 
Mdrained so that а new route ів! 
shown. from there to Terre Haute! 
{Ьу the ptople of that section of the 
county into Terre Haute by the 
Prarieton road. His further route 
{through the county was roughly 
Д parallel to First street and the 
$ Lafayette road. This was the first 
& road here. 
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* Later Roads. 

The greater part of the travel 
throughout the county before: its 
organization was by horse riders 
though there was some wagon trade 
between the town and the mill on 
Otter creek but in the main the 
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|roads used were merely traig" 
across country until increasing 
settlement closed many of them| 
and as soon as the county was or- 
ganized the commissioners began 
hearing petitions for roads to be 
laid out. Karly acts of the Assem- | 
bly reserved the sectión lines for 
roads as far as possible and the 
first plats of land filed for addi- 
tions or subdivisions showed the 
"County Road" where now lies 
Seventh street. An early road to 
the west 1s shown by the establish- 
ment of a ferry at the foot of Wa- 
bash street.and Durkee s Ferry in- 
timates an early road in that direc- 
tion. In 1821 a survey of a state 
road to Indianapolis, or the future 
site of it, was made and this road 
was in existence when the survey- 
ors of the Cumberland road 
reached' Vigo county in 1827, for! 
there are numerous references to 
"mile trees” and stakes in the notes 


pStihegovernmentsurveys, . 


Both of these early surveys make 
reference to the distance of the 
‘line from "the corner’ of Mr. 
Jenckes still hause.” Many years 
Jater the city engineer in laying cut 
|the small bridge that stands east of 
the entrance to Highland .Lawn 
dug into the logs of this "still 

house." P 

Other Early Roads. 


With the opening of the land|: 
north of the Ten O'Clock line and|: 
the removal of the land office from 
Terre Наше to Crawfordsville! | 
еге came the need for a road: | 
farther north than the county and i 
this led “to the opening ‘of the i 
‘Lafayette road, thouglr Dart Or. 6 
had been in use earlier when: 
Chauncey Rose had his mill on Rac- 
coon at what he called Roseville, 8 
the name long changed to Coxville T 
іп honor of some better known man, 1 
The Carlisle road was the 


of this road by a branch to the east 
Heavy travel on the routes west fol 
lowing the building of the firs 
river bridge at the foot of Ohh 
street and the miserable conditio: 
of the'road after it crossed th 
river brought about a demand for ||; 
raised grade that in 1856 became (|, 
reality. There were at that tim: 
three roads leaving the river bank|: 
the River or upper road, the Pari:| . 
road.and the National road and the 
choice between these resulted ir 
the selection of the middle or Paris 
road. A movement for the build 
ing by popular subscription having | 
failed, the Drawbridge Company 

finally agreed to do the work if 

the county commissioners would al- 

low an increase in bridge | 
tolls. With this action the work 

started June 28, 1856 and was coin: 

pleted that fall. To be built 18: 
inches above the highest flood, that: 
of 1828, it was to be 20 feet wide 

at the top and have nine inches of ' 
gravel on its surface, the estimated , 
cost was $19,000 and the dirt (4: 
be moved 120,000 cubic yards]! 
Later when the bridge was built a i 
the\foot of Wabash, the change of 

route is shown by the slight хы 


west of the bridge. i 


| Early Ohio Street Homes West of Sixth 


? 
2 By А. R. Markle. 
t In the first plat of the town the 
1 proprietors, with the expectation 
-ithat business would be centered 
1 around the public square, planned 
* the four streets that surrounded it 
t of much greater width than else- 
! where. 
$ Second and Third streets accom- 
l modated the travel from the south 
! from where our first immigrants 
- came, With the expected removal 
‘of the state capital from Corydon 
to Indianapolis and the building of 
the first state road from that site 
to Terre Haute, the first actual use 
for Ohio street came into being. 
The survey of this road ended with 
this final note: “Center of Ohio 
at Fifth street, town of Terre 
Haute." 

The present course of the Na- 
tional road, or U.S. Route 40, is or. 
the line thus surveyed and travel 
continued to follow that until 
Chauncey Rose built his hotel on 
the present site of the Terre Haute 
House. 

To divert travel from Ohio street 
and the rival taverns he closed that 
portion of the road which crossed 
his land:by building a fence along 
the south side of Wabash street and 
Seventh, east until it struck the 
south line of the National road and 
from then on travel continued on to 
Wabash street. 

This stopped the prospect of 
Ohio street becoming a prominent 
business street and the buildings 
erected for business purposes east 
of the public square continued east 
on Wabash street. 


However, even this action on the; 


part of Mr. Rose failed to benefit 
his Prairie House, and it was final- 
ly closed for several years.’ So fac 
out of town was his tavern that 
even the bait held out to the pub- 
lic in the form of a free bus from 
his place to the town failed to at- 
tract customers. 


Wabash As a Business Street. 


All the lots in the original town, 
with the exception of those lying 
opposite the public square, faced 
east or west and to accommodate 
the need for business оп Wabash 
street, the lots from Water to Sec- 
ond and Third to Fifth werb sub- 
divided, as they were now to face 
Wabash. As these new-made lots 
were only the width of the lot, in 
many cases the buildings erected 
thereon were extended back over| 
portions of the adjoining lots. Ex-! 
amples of these additions can be 
seen at the rear of the Indois Ho- 
tel, the Shandy Building, Smith's 
Hardware, the Corner кргиге| 
Store, the old National State Bank 
Building and other street intersec- | 
tions from Water to Fifth in the; 
original town. 

Buildings on Ohio Street. 


Beginning at Water street there 
stood a little, round, log cabin be- 
longing to Dr. Modesitt, which was 
the first structure erected in the 
Town of Terre Haute. The Curtis 
Gilbert house across the street on 
the present site of the County Jail; 
the Clark house stood at the north- 
west corner of First, part of its 
walls still standing; across from it 
on the south side of Ohio was 
Abraham Glick's brewery and resi- 
dence, the former becoming in time 
the “ tory." 
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In the block between First an 
Second streets were the grocery 
stores of Richard Quigley, Eli 
Lackey, James Dolan, John Butler, 
Michael Lehi and Louis Leveque, 
while the two saloons in the block 
were owned by William Belfe and 
Sidney B. Goodwin. 

At the southwest corner of Sec- 
ond is a three story brick building 
built by Dr. Allen Pence, the only 
building still standing in this We 


Indiana, The Southern Bank of In- 
diana and The Prairie City Rank, № 

East of Second street оп thel 
south side were the bakeries ой 


жағаға Rafferty and John W. | 
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Case, the grocery stores of John № 
W, Stratton and W. Goodman, John 
Heaberlin's toy shop, the offices of 
Dr. John G. Stephenson and Dr. 
J. Sam Young in the upper floor 
of the old Scott home; the rest of 
the space in that block, with tHe 
possible exception of the home of 
Mrs. R. Eberwine, was taken by 
Mrs. C. Bachtol, a dressmaker; 
Isaac Hughes, a silk dyer; Charles 
L. Haller, a tailor, and the Branch 
Bank of Indiana. The State Bank 
Building was built in 1856 and is 
the only building in that block still 
standing. 

On the south side of Ohio street 
east of Third was the Johnston 
residence where St. Stephen's 
church held its early services until 
they built their own building on 
North Fifth street. This was the 
home of Ann Johnston, the first 
wife of Riley McKeen. East of this 
on a lot a few feet below the level 
of the street was the home of 
Charles Groverman, an extensive 
dealer in furs and peltries, while 
next ‘east of it was the residence 
of George Bourne, onetime partner 
of Groverman. 

In this same block were R. L. 
Ball's tin shop and the office of 
George C. Guy, the attorney. C. A. 
Goodwin had a rifle shop east of 
these. 

Some Churches. 


On the .southeast corner of 
Fourth street was the Universalist 
Church which had sold the rear 
part of their lot for the erection 
of the brick building which still 
stands at the corner of the alley. 
Across the alley was a little frame 
building that was St. Joseph's Pa- 
rochial Boy's School. Оп the 
north side to the east of the alley 
was a long, one story, frame struc- 
ture which terminated at Fifth in 
what was long known as the "Dog 
Exchange." 4 

Across the street from this ай 
the northeast corner of Fifth 
street was the Baldwin Presby- 
terian church which was aban- 
doned when its congregation 
merged with another church to, 
form the Central Presbyterian | 
church. On the south side at the 
corner was Isaac M. Brown with 
his Union Printing Office. Не was 
at one time in charge of the Vigo 
County Library. The only resi- 
dence still standing on Ohio street 
is now the home of the Maumee 
Collieries: On the north side, east 


of the church, were two small, one 
|story and a half, brick houses that 
| were demolished for the erection 
of the Frank Overall Factory and 
east of this was the home of Dr. 
С. W. Patrick whose office: stood 
at the corner of Sixth. —. | « 

The story of the long block to 
the east was told last week. 
Гаа e ------- р 
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Army Road Made fore Haute ^ 
Accessible To General Harrison 


iy Se The origin of the mni 
А not known. Апа the Lockport 
By А. В. Markle. : iroad was named from its route to 
The Indiana Historical Society ре DA Ag un brat ir n E ш ап 
| ; wan. He named those east of the 
has begun в search for old names Shortened to Riley and the town|canal as Elk and Fawn and later 
of places, their location and the'called by that name, too. Just east| changed to the present names. 
fjreason for the names. Неге in|of the town was the first ‘of the|Gilbert avenue came from the 
Vigo county, we have many nameS]ocks by which the Cross Cut|lands of Curtis Gilbert and Or- 
*jof obscure origin, of vanished canal, later incorporated into the|chard was cut through his apple 
towns, small cross road corners 'wabash and Erie system, lowered | orchard south of his house in lat- 
which held a post office in the!the water {го а summit level and|er years. Kent, Deming, McKeen, 
days that preceded rural free de-i through a series of eight locks| Crawford, Wilson, Moffatt (now 
livery and railroad stations thatlreached the basin in Terre Haute | Washington avenue), Cruft, Chase, 
no longer existed since the сот-|апа the water in the Wabash, 106 | Farrington, Scott (now Eighth ave-. 
ing of the automobile. Some places|teet lower. nue), Barbour, Collett and many 
that still exist as thriving commu- Pike's Peak. others took the names of land own- 
nities, still hold their old names ers, though Barbours woods and 
HR they have lost their sig- Collett Park as it was later known, 
nificance. were named from the woods ай 
the corner of Maple and Seventh, 
the first land in the county to be 
entered in June of 1816 ané-whicly 
knew but two owners in the many 

years since the entry. ; 


Buttonhole Row. 


In the early days of the iron 
and steel mills a row of houses, 
identical in color and shape was 
built on the south side of College, 
east of Fourteenth and the name 
soon adhered to it because of the 
builder. To the south of College,! 
which was named for the College; 
built in 1858 by the Rev. John 
Covert and now almost wholly 
surrounded by St. Anthony's Hos- 
pital, lay a settlement of those 
early Negroes brought here to 
work in the old blast furnaces. To 
this settlement some wag attached 
the name “Bagdad” and it stuck. 
The Army Road. 


Harrison on his way to ill fated 
Tippecanoe in 1811 cut a road 
through the timber and graded 
down the hills and this was the 
first traveled road in the county 
by which the wagons from North 
Carolina reached here. Acro 
the river was the Darwin road ex- 
tended to the Illinois town of that 
name and along the southern 
reaches in this county lay the 
“Black Settlement,” decendants of 
which still hold the majority rule 
sajthere. More of these names will 
| арреаг next week and the writer 
would like to hear more of them. 


unty road east of it" that he lat- 
er named Eighth іл view of the 
logical location of Seventh where 
now lies Center or Sixth and a- 
half street, beyond Chestnut and 


The origin of the name is not 
known but the location was at 
First and Osborn, where the 

Early Suburbs Prairieton road left town. The 
John and Sylvester  Sibley|name seems to have been forgot- 
bought very early the land lyingten in the bygone years but it 
jjnorth of the present Pennsylvania was а well defined site. South of 


tracks and soon laid it out intdithis is Honey Creek townshi 
«small parcels upon which the first} whose name RAN from the xi 


expansion of the town was made|and the earliest village postoffice 
5% the north. When the old brick|where now stands Prairieton, then 


schoolhouse that still stands at thelthe home of Moses and William 
corner of Third and Locust was Hoggatt, the former of whom set- 
(| built it was called the North Terreltjeq there in 1815, before the op- 
Наше School and а Methodist/ening of the land sales. Не and 

church organized in that section|nis fellow Quakers named the 


1 was also called by that descrip- piace from the bee trees found 
Д tive name! Later that addition eret Pleurativel the. ақын of 
Д was known more generally as Sib- milk and honey” to them. Hulman 

leytown, the name continuing long street on the south took its name 


ЯаНег the canal and railroad bor- from the residence of Herman 
ajdered it. Above Woodlawn ceme- Hulman at the northeast corner 


"|tery on the west side of Third, Third where h th 
Dr. Swafford laid out a subdivi- VEN Wing? between: pa nd 


jslon that went by the name of|streets and Willow and Sixth. All 
Swaffordsville and on the east of of the high ground here was Straw- 


Tit in still later days was Roberts-|herry Hill on which stood the gal- 
‘town, noted occasionally as flooded | lows that hung Samuel Dias іп 


by the backwaters of the Wabash.|1840 to the great edification of all 

9 Nearly a mile east of these was|the countryside who came to see 

Twelve Points, the name derived|and spend the day. 

from the crossing of Maple and Old Street N 

"Lafayette avenues and Thirteenth cet Names. 

Nistreet. A mile north is Fort Har-| Third street was named Market 

Tirison road, obviously named for the|on the first plat, the others east 

“ifort that once stood a little north|of it being called Fourth and 

of it on the river bank. The last} Fifth. Sixth was laid out later 
despite the opposition of Chauncey 


trace of the old fort disappeared 
Timore than a century ago but the} Rose who held it was wholly un- 
necessary "as there was a good 


Elks Country Club commemorates 
athe name. | 

To the southern edge of the city, [3 
at the junction of Seventh ог 
Eighth and the Lockport road і5 
\Idaho, commemorated now by the 
fname of the street south of Hul-f& 
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By A. R. Markle. 


Terre Haute owned all the land 
west of Seventh street between 
Locust and Hulman. From Poplar 
to Locust east of Seventh to Thir- | 
teenth street was bought by Chaun- 
cey Rose and ultimately made into 
additions, subdivisions and railroad 
and canal properties. Іп time 
Rose's Addition was laid out and 
Ohio street opened to Thirteenth. 
However the canal and the гай- 
road property for many years 
blocked off all between Ninth and 
One-half street and Tenth street. 
East of Seventh on the south 
side was the home of Charlotte 
Wood, widow of Dr. J. A. Wood, 
with her family. One daughter 
married Nathaniel Preston, an ear- 
ly cashier of the State Bank who 
made his first home in the upper 
floor of the bank building. Ап- 
other daughter was Mrs. Coffroth | 
and another was Sidney Wood and| 
both of these lived and died in the 
two-story frame house which was 
finally demolished during the late 
war. Still another daughter mar- 
ried P. M. Donnelly and another 
became the mother of Maxwell 
Carson Hamill. A son, Maxwell 
Wood, became a naval officer. 


Pioneer Banker’s Home. 


On the corner of Eighth was the 
home of Levi Warren and became 


known boarding house. On the 
southeast corner was the home of 
John H. Watson, a pioneer banker, 
whose handwritten notes payable 
to the bearer on demand were con- 
sidered even better than any other 
bank notes issued. At his death he 
named his partner, Patrick Shan- 
non, successor to the business, re- 
quiring only that all his outstand- 
ing notes be redeemed. Shannon 
was true to this trust and re- 
deemed all of the bills which were 
presented, though he himself be- 
came a bankrupt. At least two of 
those bills are preserved, one each 
in the cornerstone of the Hook 
School and the State Normal build- 
ing. ! 


“luu UUL 


The proprietors of the town of | 


at the turn of the century a well- | 


Sunday, July 16, 1950. | 


Ohio Street Homes East of Seventh, | 2 | 


At the demolition of the original| 
First Ward School the cornerstone! 
was placed, in 1878, in the building 
which still stands at the corner of 
Fourth and Mulberry, while the} 
other cornerstone, with an added! 
receptacle, was placed as the cor-. 
nerstone of the new Administra- 
tion Building of the Normal School. 
With the demolition this last sum- | 
mer of this latter building, the 
cornerstone and its two boxes now 
rest in the new Administration 
Building of the college. This resi- 
dence of Watson and Shannon was 
dsetroyed by fire and as a result 
there was a continued series of 
lawsuits, Shannon versus the іп-. 
surance company, which finally 
wore out the patience of the com- 
pany and they paid the insurance. 

| Two Bathrooms. 


Across Ohio street on the north- 
east corner, Dr. Ezra Read, A.M., 
L.L.D., and M.D. built a two-story 
brick house with his office in the 
rear, which was marked by an un- 
usual feature. It had two bath- 
rooms. It was demolished for the 
present Odd Fellows Temple. East 
of this was the splendid home 
which still stands, erected by Arba 
Holmes whose ,foundry and ma- 


- = RAE Ары, io, 
"chine shop on the east bank of the 
| сапа! near Ohio later became Seath 

|! and Hager's Car Works. During the 

| | Civil War this foundry cast several 
large cannon for the military 

!|forces. Among its earliest work was 

| the casting of car wheels for the 
Terre Haute and Richmond Rail- 
road. 

East of the  Watson-Shannon 
home was the family home of the 
Hunters, the son of which was the 
nanufacturer of the first rural 
ree delivery wagons in this vici- 
nity. This lot, like some others, was 
pelow the level of the street. To 
he east of this was the residence 
М Marvin M. Hickcox, popularly 
known as "Pete," justice: of the 
peace and real estate broker after 
he Civil War. This residence about 
850 was moved to Wabash avenue 
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and out to Twelfth street then 
south to its present location on 
the east side of Twelfth, a short 
distance from Wabash. Still east of 
this were the homes of Charles 
Seaman and George Reiss, an old 
time druggist. 

On the north side, at the cor- 
ner of Ninth was the Nelson Home. 
Starr Nelson, who lived in this 
house as a boy visited here recent- 
ly from his home in Delta, Colora- 
do and recounted some of his rem- 
iniscences. Across Ninth street 
on the north side of Ohio, occupy- 
ing the block to Ninth and One- 
half, was a row of four, one story 
and a half double brick houses, 
with domer windows. Each half 
having two rooms and a kitchen 
bedroom above. These were built 
by Father Duebner, the first pas- 
tor of St, Benedict’s church, whose 
smal frame building held the 
Boy’s School and the rather long 
narrow brick church which in time 
was occupied by St. Benedict’s con- 
gregation. This was later demol- 
ished for the erection of the sec- 
ond church which burned in 1898 
and was replaced by the present 
structure, Atop this second church 
which burned was an immense 
bronze statue of St. Michael. The 
immense fingers which supported 
the dome and statue added fuel to 
| its destruction. 

The west half of the Ninth street 
corner house was the first home of 
‘the writer in Terre Haute, which 
‘the family occupied April 1, 1875, 
and continued there for less than 
six months. 

George H. Hebb, the veteran 
printer and publisher, occupied 
one of these apartments. As this 
was before the days of the water 
works, these eight families were 
supplied by a well and wooden 
pump between the second and 
third houses. Luckily this was a 
good well and there was no evi- 
dence of contaminated water, 
though each of the eight families 
used the back of their lots for 
sanitary refuse. 


Other Side of Tracks. 


Rose’s Subdivision east of the 
! tracks extended through to 
Thirteenth street and by 1871 
when the Sixth Ward School was 
built at Twelfth street was rapidly 
‚ being built up. But as these lots 
faced east and west there were 
but few houses fronting on Ohio. 

One exception was the small, 
one story, frame house on the 
south side between the alley and 
Eleventh street, one time home 
of Louis D. Smith, newsdealer, 
agent for the Louisiana Lottery, 
and promoter and organizer of! 
professional baseball іп Terre 
Haute. It was in his place of busi- 
ness on the south side of Wabash 
west of Seventh that one could 
procure out-of-town newspapers 
periodicals, a few sporting goods 
and lottery tickets. Two of his 
salesgirls divided a fractional 
ticket between them, which real- 
ized them an apron full of money 
for each. One of these girls held 
fast to her share, but the other 
Valeska Surratt, took hers and 
went where the bright lights shone 


on Broadway and Fifth avenue, ! 


and before it was all gone h 
a 
become a famous show girl. : s: 


Certificate of Street Hmprovement. 
US ic oS 


The City af Terre Bante Bereby Certifies, That the Common Council of said City, pursuant 
to an Act of the General Assembly of the State of Indiana providing for the improvement of Streets and Alleys and the 
construction of Sewers in Cities, and for the assessment of costs thereof against property benefited thereby, and for the payment 
thereof by the issue of Certificates of such assessments, and pursuant to the ordinances of said City in aid of said Statute, 
did on the... ANA day of... Аим. 189... Vby resolution establish and order the following improvement : 


ee Soda... айма ow. Gambian al pet. put, Аы. АУо о/м. Quota... Xe... МәмЛламәмм 
Pu LE Ee STI һы йын 23 3.11: coss. tae * жы s m 
That on the... № 7 кж МАМ 489 the contract for said improvement was duly 
let to... iesu $e A MY. УА ұу М. тойо з ЗН completed said work according to contract, said 
Common Council, on the... qeu "T Of ч „МММ 189.3 accepted said work, and on the... ы ^ ER 
day i-o TQ --799- duly assessed gainst the po real estate, situated in said city, to-wit: 
t ORO et 1d Zu Wand et. ‘fe i i X I 
as the property of V MALLIN ——— АТ, AULA EE AVAL dollars and 
( | as 215 ES of the cost of said уйы ne. 


has failed and refused to agree in writing to pay said assessment, or to sign a waiver 
of irregularities in said proceedings ; "Dat said sum is die and unpaid with attorney's fees and six per cent. interest from the said date of said acceptance of said 
work; That the said assessment is a superior lien to afl other claims or liens, upon said property and equal to the lien of taxes, and may be at once foreclosed, 
as mortgages are foreclosed, in any Court of competent jurisdiction. 


IN WITNESS WHEREOR, The Common Council of said city, has caused this Certificate to be signed by the Mayor and attested 
by the Clerk and by the Corporate Seal of the City {113._../..0.......4ау of... (0) „Аг: 1891 


City Clerk. 
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There was a time, only four or five decades 
back, when all Terre Haute streets were not 
paved or black-topped. Sidewalks had priority 
over streets, although most streets did have 
gutters. Sewers were in place rather early. 


Curbs were built with slabs of granite or | 


sandstone, not smoothed, about three feet wide 
and six feet in length. The slabs were inserted 
P a the ground, vertically until only about six 
inches of each slab was above the street surface. 
Some of these are still in evidence, after 60 to 
80 years. No concrete curb will have that life 


pan. 

In fact, many walks were built with the same 
material, a bit wider and not so long. These 
were just laid in rectangles to form walks. The 
last slabs downtown were removed from Ohio 
Street between Third and Fourth Streets, on 
the north side, about two years ago when new 
walks were laid in the area. 

Eighth Street, north of Eighth Avenue was 
just a dirt street with street car tracks. About 
60 years ago, the city oiled the street north to 
Maple Avenue, along with many other city 
streets during a street-oiling period. The 
pavement is about 35-to-40 years old. 

Imagine freshly oiled streets, kids going 
barefoot all summer, and what happened to 
porches, carpets, rugs and linoleum floors. It 
was a great period for mothers. Spills on bicyles 
were plentiful, and clothing suffered. Oiled 
streets held large water puddles during a rain, 
and the water was not without some oil 


pollution, 
But during the very early years, there was 
only dust and mud — streets and walks. 


Downtown some walks were built of wooden 
slats nailed to 2-by-4s, and often a heavy rain 
resulted in floating sidewalks. 

The bulk of industry was along the river front 
— the pecking houses, ice houses, elevators for 
grain, breweries, distilleries, and others. Nail 
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Richard Tuttle, who retired 
from The Tribune-Star in 1983, 
is a walking compendium of 
Terre Haute’s history. 


By Richard C. Tuttle 
Assistant Editor Emeritus 


LS 


mills and founderies were built on the east side 
of the residential district, like 13th and 19ths 
streets on the northeast. 

This discussion all began with the topic of 
changes. Many changes develop because of 
attrition, others because of economic pressures. 
For example, buggy makers disappeared when 
the automobile entered the economy; railroads 
disappeared when trucks and autos dominated 
the transportation scene; coal mines declined 
when natural gas became the power source for 
home heating and many industrial uses. 

We are now witnessing changes, many of 
which we do no like but which have strong 
economic pressures. There will be further 
discussion of changes and history and people in 
the future. 

wow w 


Some weeks ago, we mentioned Orville Jones, 
who taught and was an administrator at 
Garfield from 1924 until he retired more than 
40 years later. The last Indiana High School 
basketball tourney was his 62nd consecutive 
tourney. Now that’s a record, and we doubt 
anyone else in Indiana, perhaps the midwest, 
can match it. 
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When Terre Haute Was Young; 
The First Road Map Known 


SETTLERS HERE WERE INTERESTED IN REACHING 
DETROIT AND VINCENNES WITH THEIR 
TRADE LOADS. ;,/-/ 
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BY A. R. MARKLE. | 


It 15 hard for us of this day who 
depend so much upon the brick 
or concrete pavement for the speed 
with which we go from place to 
place to realize the difficulties ex- 
perienced by the pioneer traveler 
who came here to help settle Vigo 
county. 


One who traversed Indiana in 
1817 wrote that there was not a foot 
of turnpike nor a bridge in the en- 
tire state and he might have added 
that there were but few more feet 
of any road whatever in the sense 
that we use the word. 

Travel from the east was largely 
by water, coming either by the Ohio 
and Wabash rivers or by the Great 
Lakes, Ontario or Erie and then by 
the Maumee to the portage where 
now stands Fort Wayne and down 
the Wabash. 

Both of these routes were ancient 
highways of the Indian as he made 
his trips out to the white settle- 
ments with his furs and back home 
wth his trade goods, in the one 
.case trading with Vincennes, In the 
other with Detroit. 

Although the boundary line be- 
tween British and federal territory 
was fixed by the treaty that made 
the United States an independent 
nation, yet it was many years be- 
fore the mother nation surrendered 
the rich fur trade of the Northwest. 
Territory and she maintained her 
stationa at Detroit and Mackinae 
Jong after they became for her for- 
eign soll. 


Traders’ Routes. 


With the catch of the season 
ready for market, the Indian Hhad 
his choice of Vincennes or Detroit 
and in either case he had but to 
Joad his canoe and set out, return- 
ing by the same route. 

The white man on his way to| 
take up land, brought much of his 
worldly goods with him by boat, 
although his earlier explorations 
might have been оп horseback 
when he traveled jight. 

But once settled on his land, his 
communication with his neighbors 
must need be on foot or horse unless: 
his route be between points ассев-! 
sible to the rivers and so soon as he 
had a surplus to market he sought а, 
road to haul his produce to town. 

The largest and most important 
settlement of the Indians іп Indi- 
ana was at the mouth of the Tip- 
pecanoe river in the neighborhood 
of the present city of Lafayette and 
from time immemorable traffic had 
been from there to Vincennes and 
Detroit, much of it by boat, but a 
great. part on foot by "traces" or, 
paths іп the woods. 

And again it is hard for us to 
realize thé extent of these woods, 
the primeval forest that covered 
the greater part of the state, iy 


b кеп! ехсері on the western bor- 
ders where the pecullar absence of 
trees excited the wonder of the col- 
ens from. ihe eastern states, many 
of whom availed themselves of the 


о 


ents, but these were in the main! 
minor roads, hastily established, а | 
few culverts built, some corduroy 
done, but, in many cases only 
opened in theory, stumps and mud 
holes being the rule and no attempt ! 
at grading or filling being made. 
Small wonder that it became nec- 
essary at times to call on the com- | 
missioners to find the road that had 
been lost in the mud or high water 
of the river bottoms as in the case 
1 of this petition of Wm. Ray and | 
opportunity to acquire lands còn- | others. 
sisting of both woodland to provide} "Whereas, in the year 1825 by the 
the necessary timber and fuel and|order and direction of your prede- 
prairie land, where the plow could | сеззогз in office, a county road was 
be applied at once without the|viewed and located starting on the 
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heartbreaking labor of first clear- 
| off the timber and then grub 


as 


У Birth of New Roads. 

The land acquired and the crop 
harvested, (he problem of market- 
ing the surplus could only be solved 
by transportation and for those not 
fortunately located on the river 
banks this required a road to town 
or mill, so that one of the first acts 
of the commissioners of the newly 
organized county was the appoint- 
ment of superintendents for the dis- 
tricts into which the county was 
divided and hearing petitions for 
the establishment of roads. 

Harrison, on his way to Tippe- 
canoe, had brought his wagon train 
with provisions and ammunition, 
camp baggage and stores along or 
close to the ancient trail from Vin- 
cennes to the up-river villages of 
the Indians and in time this became 
known as the “Army Road” and as 
the newly built town of Terre Haute 
lay across this trail it was incorpo- 
rated in the plat of the town as 
Third street. 

No one at the time dreamed of a 
tide of traffic that should cross this 
line from sea to sea and it was to 
accommodate the expected north and 
south trade that Third street was 
extended into the Prairieton road 
and the Lafayette road or as was 
first known, the “road from Terre 
Haute to Fort Wayne.” 

Because of the system of rectan- 
gular surveys adopted for the sub- 
division of the Northwest Territory, 
there was usually but little opposi- 
tion to any petition for a road, the 
adjacent land owners being willing 
to accept almost any road because 
of benefits which they might derive 
from it and because only in rare in- 
stances did & road cross the lands of 
private owners. 

Old Cumberland Road. 

"With the prospective removal of 
the state capital from Corydon to 
Indianapolis and due to the spread 
of settlement from the prairies to 
the uplands, need soon arose for 
east and west roads and on the last 


day of December, 1821, the Legisla- 4 


ture passed an act providing for the 
survey of a road from Terre Haute 
to Indianapolis by James Blake and 
John M. Coleman. 

It is improbable that this road was 
ever completed as surveyed. but ten 
years later the stations of this sur- 
vey were frequently tied into the 
survey of the Cumberland road in 
Indiana, the legal title of the old 
National road, now United States 
Highway No. 40. 

Order book No. 1 of the commis- 
‘sioners of Vigo county contains 
many entries pertaining to the early 
roads, the petitions, 
‘ments of viewers, appraisers, the 
hearing of remonstrances and re- 
ports of engineers and superintend- 


0 
= | bank of the Wabash River opposite 


= 


the appoint- 


| Terre Haute and running thence 
northwestwardly till it struck the 
State Line on section No. 16, Town. 
13, north, range 10 west Апа 
whereas through the bottoms ((so-: 
called) the original marks of said 
location have become obliterated, 
| destroyed & lost so that they can! 


not be found, therefore we ask that’ 
Ithe County Surveyor may be re- 
|| quired to re-run & mark said road, 
commencing at the National Road & 
irun thence northwestwardly to the 
|| mouth of the lane owned by Leon- 
ard Crawford—having liberty to 
deviate from the track now traveled 
so as to secure the best ground. 
*LEONARD CRAWFORD. 
WILLIAM RAY. 
DENNIS HEARN, 
M. M. HICKCOX. 
N. F. CUNNINGHAM. 


Another example of the difficulty 
encountered in laying out a road in 
this new country is in the case of 
the following report made by the 
viewers of what is now Margaret 
avenue: 

“In pursuance of our appointment 
at your Session of last May appoint- 
ing us viewers of the best and most 
suitable Ground to establish a Road 
"upon, or as near to the Line di- 
viding the Townships 11 and 12 as 
practicable, have the honor to 
report to your Board as follows: 


That оп the 2nd. inst., we set out from 
the eastern edge of the Ft. Harrison 
Prairie and found good ground for about 
the distance of two miles immediately on 
this Line, but after ascertaining that a 
due east course would not afford suit- 
able ground, we changed our courae a 
| little southerly until we arrived at the 
| Hast line of this county, where, after, 
much fatigue & search to find suita- 
I 


ble ground there; We were obliged, for 
| want of it, to commence our return route 
| from a point we established by blazing 
| several trees about 140 perches south of 
two lines. 
On our return we deviated twice ma- 
іөгіһ Пу from the old Trace, bringing the 
rogd (as was our object) nearer the 
Township Line. 

At a proper point we quit the old 
Trace es gelo & steered about & N West 
course; diagonally unt!] we réjoined the 
Township blazing in all the routes a auf- 
ficient number of trees; to polnt out to 
the different supervisors the best Ground 
& straightest course (as we helieve) that 
can be found on that route— 

We also believe that no part of the ad 
Road as blazed will depart a greater 
distance from the Township Line than 
Iit does at its eastern extremity, viz. 
140 Perches. 

On th!s Morning we viewed the Ground 
from. the east edge of the Prairie to the 
Road leading from Т Haute to Evans- 
ville and find it all suitable to establish 
a road upon; excepting the bed of Lost 
Creek, the whole distance on the Town- 
ship Line. We would particularly aug- 
gest that immediate necessity of opening 
that рагі ой the Road designated in the 
1st part of this report; as sunning di- 
rectly on the Township Line & penetrat- 
ing into the woods about 2 miles from the 
east edge of the Prairie, as also the half 
mile west on the Prairie, which із at 
present enclosed by J. Cummins and E. 
W. Brown as the inhabitants back in the 
woods have no tolerable road to travel 
on to T Haute in the winter or spring, 
all of which is respectfully submitted. 

o the Commissioners of Vigo County, | 
Sept. 6th, 1831. 
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E intersecting point of the 
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GEO W. DEWEES 
LEVIN WOOLEN 
VACHEL DEAN (X) His mark. 


Witness to Mr. Dean's mark 
G W DEWEES 
LEVIN WOOLEN 


On the back of this report is the 
following note: 
“The viewers were two days as 


‘also we found it necessary to em- 


ploy a blazer, Mr. John Rector, for 
one day.” | 

№ Fort Wayne Road. ` 

“Бог the present Lafayette. road 
the ‘petitioners asked а road “from 
Terre Haute to Fort Wayne” and 
the commissioners who laid the 
road along its present lines were 
Josephus Collette and John M. Cole- | 
men and they "commenced in the 
centre of Market Street east of the 
Court House, thence north along 
said street 180 poles, thence north 
31 degrees 44 inches east, four miles 
and 146 poles to the line between 
sections 35 and 36, thence north on 
the said section line to the line 
lividing the counties of Vigo and 


; Parke.” 


Another road to which there was 
considerable opposition was peti- 
tioned for by many of our earlier | 
citizens such &s Oliver Rose, James 
Ross, L. H. Scott, John Jackson, 
Ransom Miller, Ira Coltrin, Abner 
A. Fuller, William McFadden, John! 
Gosnell, David Linton, C. Gilbert, | 
John F. Cruft, E. Dole, S. Wright, 
D. Deming, R. S. McCabe, Wiliam 
C. Linton, Charles B. Modesitt and 
George S. Hamerly was “the road 
running north from David Linton’s 
new brick house, by Abner A, Ful- 
ler's and Oliver Rose's Store Until 
it intersects the road from "Terre 
Haute to Otter Creek Bridge." 

As this became Sixth Street in 
later days, it is rather surprising 
to find among the remonstrators 
many equally prominent citizens 
who protested as follows: 

"The remonstrance of the under- 
signed citizens of the county of 
Vigo respectfully sheweth to the 
county commissioners of said coun- 
ty that they are opposed to the ex- 
| tension of the road in the town of 
Terre Haute running between the 
outlots of Robert S. McCabe and 
Oliver Rose in a northerly direction 
for the following reasons: А 

"First—Neither the public inter- 
est or convenience requires it. 

"Second—It is an unnecessary 
expense for the public to open and 
keep it in repair. 

“Fourth—There are at this time, 
а state..and 9 county roaéerunnings 
іп the direction of the proposed 
road not more than 60 or 70 rods 
apart, said proposed road to run 
between them.” 


Chauncey Rose Protest. 


In spite of the formidable array 

of names presented as remonstra- 
tors, the road as prayed for was 
opened, the damages to John and 
Sylvester Sibley being set at forty- 
four dollars and twelve cents 
($44.12) by J. B. McCall, Joseph 
Miller and L. H. Scott. 
‚ How much of the opposition of 
i Chauncey Rose to the opening of 
| Sixth Street was due to his owner- 
' ship of land along Seventh Street is 
uncertain, but Mr. Rose seldom 
overlooked a point in his favor or 
let pass a possible favor to his 
rivals. 

Another road to which objection 
was made was а “а, state road lead- 
ing from Terre Haute to Crawfords- 
vile through the west half of the 


E 


САТ 


rs 
ii 


mr. к" 


REFF 
DO NOT Cii 


T 


ownship 12 and Range 9" being 
ither the present Nineteenth street 


owns quarter of Section 14, in 


north of Locust or a road parallel 
Мо it, to which D. Deming and C. 


ilbert objected May 2, 1831, as 
"being of great injury to them." 
- Occasionally a road outlived its 
usefulness by reason of some im- 
‘provement as in the case of “the 
county road running from the west 
end of Joseph Malcolm's lane by 
4 


ithe New Hope meeting house and 
James Bennett's mill to a point 
‘opposite Terre Haute,” which road 
“since the location of the National 
EL eastern part of it has 
"been rendered unnecessary and 
useless" and the petitioners prayed 
that such portion of it might be 
vacated. 

As relocated, this hag become in 
these days, the dresser road. 
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Failure of Bitulithic 
Pavement at St. Louis 


(Illustrated) 


% 


By Сковсе В. Grimes, С. E. 


"Terre Haute, Ind. 


T. А. Калмрлі.. & Co., Publishers 
Indianapolis, Ind. 
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STREETS AND WALKS 


The west side of the square from Farringtons Block to Earlys corner 
is nearly finished with a handsome brick pavement. Phoenix and Union 
Rows, Warrens Block and Prairie City building have always been acc- 
omadated with excellent sidewalks. 

WC 999/54. 


208. 


209, Public Spirit. Market street graded. Culvert over ravine at Chestnut 


street. High ground north of Oak street taken away making a gradual 
ent to the jail. 
Er ; WC 8/2/48. 


Board $f Trustees of the Town of T H order good pavement of brick with 
curb stone or white oak scantling set on outside of sidewalk, 


210. 
on First 


Second and Market sts, from Cherry to Walnut; and on Wabash and Ohio 
from First to Fourth sts. To be set by the grade lately established 
and completed by first of November next. 7 Wasson,Pres. J F Moffatt 


clerke у C 5/85/37. 


231. 
Cherry, Wabash. 


Names of streets given on original plat. 
Ohio, Walnut, Foplar, 


Second, Market, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, 


TERRE HAUTE TRIBUNE | 


Sycamore, Pagle, Mulberry, 


Swan, Oak, and Water, First, 


WC 4/80/5356. 1 


„Citizens Repair Roads. ,.. | ~° “Bian New sidewalk > 5 
The “go roads “mévenient i i 
| өре ост 281951 | struck the north section of the city a ape CH ИЕ 4 Же, 
К... ou ГВ Friday, spurred on by the activi- |04 sidewalks on unpaved portions Ox < 
"ЕК Сон Orders Paving. ties of the citizens of that rM of several streets. Monday after- Фе 
The town council of West Terre A КАЕ @ das graons E noon board members made an in- С,” 
PE ару анна раса а gor on aay apr а, a spection visit and made out a list Ф, Се 
National avenue from Sixth street Б Е У А 22 [огдегей. The list includes Farring- < 
| те um мо obs rainage ditches were dug or (оп from First to Tenth, College Ts 
own Mo ren cleaned out as the conditions re- from Third to Seventeenth, Four- A ^^ 
с | quired, along both sides of the |teenth from Ash to Maple, Eight- S 
streets and the low places and eenth along Thompson park, Six- 
chuck holes were filled in and the teenth from Eighth to Plum, First 2 
Streets graded. The officials of the avenue from Thirteenth to’ Nine- xg Kum 
S Columbian Enameling and Stamp- [teenth and Second avenue from — 
B and А ing works have equipped drags іо |Тһігїеепһ to Nineteenth. Тһе TS 
be installed on Second stree be used on about a half mile |property owners will be called! E 
Paris avenue to Lee avenue and stretch of Plum Street from the  |upon to arrange for the cement 


from Lee avenue to Poplar street. Thirteenth Street pavement. sidewalks, Several along the routes RU. 2 
Owing to the lateness of the sea-! having already done so. 2 2 
son property owners Eu = — то 5 
until 1912 in which to make the Want New Pavement, z- Will Repair Street. = 
improvements. There had been re- Exténsian of the? зе’ Sixth Special Agent A. L. Guthell of : 2 
ports that several of the property street pavement one block south ~ _ the Federal Union Surety Company ee 
owners affected would object, but of Hulman to Idaho street in order of Indianapolis was in Terre Haute 2 & 
this did not materialize. that the pavement may pass the, ; Saturday in consultation with the — 
Fairbanks School, now facing оп ^? members of the board of public 2 
a dirt street, is petitioned for by works and Mayor Louis Gerhardt 20) 
the school board members, whose egarding the repairs necessary on SPEC. 
names Par«9n-a--Retition..s Укта street from Sruce street to WT 
-J Collett Park. The insurance com- md 
= , {pany was surety on the bond of — uU 
"Gottschalk Brothers, contractors, Cos M 
‘for the North Ninth street paving 
‘Wand following the dissolution of => 
d many other citizen: + the company the sureties complet- = c 
natures appear on the list. The re- ed the job. Defects however have ——- 
quest is based on a desire to bet- 1: developed and the board of public = 


ter street conditions for the school 
children attending Fairbanks 
School and is regarded as both a 
civic and health matter, 


works notified the surety company 


919 make necessary repairs. Меп! 


will be on the job Monday, the 
company stated. 1 


725 Stre Repair. 

Hurried action was taken by the 
board of publie works Wednesday 
to prevent accidents and probable 
damage suits, when a section of 
sewer filling built a year ago on 
North Fourteenth street, near 
Chestnut street, sank three feet 
below the street level. The cave-in 
was presumably caused by the 
heavy rains of the past few days. 
Chartering an automobile the board 
members went to the danger spot 
through the rain and placed a 
barricade around the hole until the 
street superintendent and his help- 
ers could fill in the sink and deter- 
mine what caused it. It is probable 
that the sewer contractor will be 
called into the matter. 7// 2/22, | 


Demand Feud’ End. 

_ Business and professional men 
in Terre Haute ahe demanding the 
end of the fight between the board 
of public works and the city coun- 
cil members and want the con- 
troversy ended in order that Terre 
Haute’s $15,000 street improvement 
program can get under way. Con- 
cessions on both sides appears to 
be the only course out of the dead- 
lock, precipated by the request of, 
the council for the board of works 
to list the streets where the 
‘money would be spent, before the 
council makes the appropriation. 
The argument seems childish to 
Many citizens who use the bad 
streets and the citizens committee 
will ask both groups to com- 
promise. 7//7/:-2 


While the majority of the prop-[allay the dust. It did, but it also 
erty owners of Terre Haute are|created a traffic hazard that 
petitioning the board of public}caused many near accidents. The 
works for street improvements,|city authorities will sand the strip 
the property owners of Washington|and thus end the slide territory. 
avenue have reversed the situation. жж 


, 
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Complete New Pavement. 

Work was completed Tuesday on 
the. new pavement which the Van- 
dalia Railroad is putting in at 
Tenth and One-half street, run- 
ning north from Wabash avenue 
to Eagle street. The pavement is 
40 feet wide and 1,000 feet long and 
will be used by teams in hauling 
local freight. In adition to the 
paving of the street, extensive re- 
pairs are being made on the rail- 
road freight house. The entire cost 
of the improvement will be be- 
tween $10,000 and $12,000 and the 
Vandalia is paying the cost. Rail- 


road officials stated that the street 
would be open to traffic by Oct. 
1 and the use of the thoroughfare 
will be open to the. general public. 


T | Ha ь м» ) mre 

4 41: Xill Repair Streets, 
Following a consultation between 

Mayor Louis Gerhardt, President 


P. B. Walsh, William Thornton and 
J. R. Coffin of the Board of Public 


\ Through an attorney, property| 


Є owners living east of Twenty-sec- 
ond street on Washington avenue, 
appeared before the board Monday 

> to protest against the notices of an 


SS order for sidewalks and curbings 


(Non Washington from Seventeenth 
to Twenty-fifth street. The grounds 
чу for the protest set out that the pri- 
х тагу effect of the improvement 


б “ЗА "Л, 
К.Я 7.7: 7 c) 
| Fe Street Car Blockade, ^ ^^. 
City street cars running east of, 
Seventh street were held up for| 
forty-five minutes Wednesday | 
night, when brakes stuck on an in- 
terurban car at Ninth street and, 
Wabash avenue. After theater 


Works and City Controller Levi 
Hughes, Saturday, a petition from 
the board to Controller Hughes ask- 
ing for an appropriation of $15,000 
for street improvements and re- 
pairs will be presented to the City 
Council at its next meeting on May 
6. While the action of the council 
must be awaited to start the work, 
orders for City Engineer R. M. 


ч "was drainage for the avenue but 
that the sefew facilities stopped at 


Burns to make a survey of city 


> Twenty-second street. 
> VE NM 
T Slip, Slide and Get Angry. 


Slipping, sliding and angered 
motorcyclists, autoists, mounted 
police and pedestrians reported in 


numerous ways Monday, a condi- 
tion which is causing the board of 
public works, the superintendent of 
streets and the police to scratch 
their heads, make a few remarks 
under their breath and get busy. 
Oil had been placed on the brick 
‘paved Wabash avenue between 
First and Second streets. The oil- 
ing was donated by a local repre- 
sentative of an oil company to 


Must Repair Streets. А 

Councilman ^ John ^ Nugent an- 
nounced Saturday that he was pre- 
paring an ordinance to present to 
the next meeting of the City Coun- 
cil, which will require the gas, 
electrie, heating, telephone, tele- 
graph and other companies, which 
cut into city streets to give more 
attention to the repairing of the! 
streets where cuts and openings| 
have been made. Nugent pointed. 
out that companies were required. 
to get permission to cut into the 
streets and must post bond for ге: 

airs, but the councilman stressed 
that these very necessary repairs 
were not always done in workmar 
like manner and left a bad spot ir 


the pavements. “This must end’ 


he stated. | ^ 


Eus лә...» “> MMC ты 


crowds were greeted by the sight 
of stalled cars extending from 
Seventh and Wabash avenue to 
Eleventh street on both sides of the 
double tracks. Service on North 
Thirteenth street, North Eighth 
street, North Nineteenth street, 
East Locust street, North Fourth 
street, Highland Lawn cemetery 
line, West Terre Haute line, South 
Seventeenth street and the Union 
Depot line was at a standstill, while 
belis clanged and people com- 
plained. i 


streets have been issued and the 
Board of Publice Works expects to 
[spend the appropriation on the 
streets that needs the repairs and 
improvements. 


lis J 
Ao vara 0012 2 
“award Paving Contract ^ 
The Foulkes Construction Com- 
pany was the successful bidders 
for the paving of National avenue 
from Sixth street to McIlroy ave- 
nue in West Terre Haute and was 
awarded the contract at the reg- 
ular monthly meeting of the town 
board Monday night. The session 
was held in the high scheol build- 
ing. The board members named 
Daniel V. Miller, town attorney; 
Robert Paige, town engineer, and 
Joseph Davis, night policeman. It 
was ordered that a light be placed 
‘at the intersection of Seventh 
‘street and Paris avenue. The 
‘Foulkes Company agreed to start 
the paving work pust as soon as 
the weather would permit and to 
rush the job to conclusion. 


Who Remembers? = 


They Don’t Make Them | 


ш TH Streets 


Like This Anymore 
Ho Star Y/ 764 


By FRANCES E. HUGHES ЕШ Margaref АФейие. Fruit- concrete business man, mast 
Star Staff. Writer (ridge Avenue from  Margaret|streets are laid with a concrete 


Аб ле ER over Теге Avenue north to Hulman Street. base, topped with asphalt, 
Наше City streets. he seldom|2%¢ тапу others in Terre Haute] 3 
are still the old brick streets. 


pays much attention (о the 
street on which he is driving + E 2 
unless it is bumpy. Many of the other main streets 


of the old central part of city 
also have brick foundations, 
the resublfacing having been put 
right over the bricks. 
Mrs. Robert 1. Clark, local 
iw! [o LIBRARY 


Few realize that some of the 
Ну $ streets аге brick ones, 
probably laid 100 or more years 
ago. 

There are a number of Ihe 
eld інісі streets. taid in thej 
19605 or 1870s, still in use in 


historian, says. there were ance 
eight brick yards іп ‘Terre 
Terre Haute. And most are іп Наче. Three of them made: 
zood condition. pacing brick, a different type 
One that is widely traveled js|and larger than building brick. 
Washington Avenue. between И was of this Terre Haute-made 
third Street and Seventh/brick that most of these streets 
Street. И is appropriate that it}were paved. 
passes the Historical Museum) What streets were paved im 
of the Wabash Valley, for indeedjthose days depended on who was 
Н is a part of Terre Haule's|on the City Council, what neigh- 
history. borhood influential persons lived 
+ + + in, and where the first gas lines 
and sewers were laid. 
Although the streets were of 


Washington Avenue was for- 
тегу called Моа Street. 
Where il crosses ORA nE brick, the curbstones and side- 
there is the Washinglon Avenue| Walks were of stone and lime- 
Presbyterian Church and par- stone. Some of ihe steps in front 
sonage on the southeast corner. |01 houses, by which one entered 
This was formerly called. Mof.|0ne's horse - drawn carriage, 
fall Street Presbyterian Church, [Were of marble and limestone. 
and the date on the parsonage|There are still some of these 


is 1877. stepping stones to be found in А 
Foundation for Sixth Street, different narts of town. REY » t: cut 
as in many of the main arteries + + + C Ў 


of the city. is also brick. These As one drives over some nf 
were probably among the first these brick streets, he mas 
paved streets in the city as they|nolice a differen! sound to hic 
ү ЫМ ШП and to Coales car as the wheels pass over the 
у 2, Which was on Straw-|,..: TS Мас 
нету Hill at Sixth and Putnam Vd ОЖ щн 
гееіѕ. — I , y, owner 
According 10 James Carter, ec SM PLU RM 
Terre Haute Street commis- Наше Concrete Supply Corp.. 
n IM PEOR be. who has been in the paving 
ween Ohio and Poplar streets, business іп Terre Haute T 
First Street between Voorhees) у к» years, tells how these 
ibrick streets were laid. First, 
there was a hase of hand-turned 
‘concrete, then two inches of 
[sand spread over that and then. 
| the bricks laid by hand. He says 
the main reason for the change 
from brick streets fo concrete 
pavement was because bricks 
were foo expensive, 

O'Leary also relates that 
Cherry Street was originally 
paved in creosoted wooden 
Hhlocks. Parish Brothers. of 
|Paris, HL. built South Ninth 
Street of bricks as late as 1908. 
Мох, aecording іп the Роса] 
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BRICK STREET STILL USED —- This brick street, running from Third fo Seventh 
were laid to lead to Coates College, which was on Strawherry Hill, and to the W 
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Washington Avenue, is still in good condition allhough if was laid approximately 100 years 
age. It probably. was one of the first brick streels in Terre Haute, as it and Sixth Strect 
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Street on 


ashington 


Avenue Presbyterian Church, Sixth Streef and Washington Avenue. Washington Avenue 
was then Moffatt Street апа [һе chureh was the Moffatl Street Presbyterian Chore 
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While the five men who became 
the owners of the thirteen tracts 
of land of which, in an agreement 
made between themselves, they 
styled themselves the “Proprietors 
of the Town of Terre Haute." Only 
two of these thirteen tracts are of 
real interest to us. They being 
known as fractional sections 21 and 
28. The line between these two 
sections is that which runs east 
of what became Poplar street, 
Terre Haute and the plat of the 
original «town, -for.-some * strange 
reason was laid out in such а man- 
ner that the section line lay about 
half way between Poplar and Swan 
streets. Hence, In later days, when 
Chauncey Rose laid out his addi- 


extended from. the Poplar street 
быһоуп on the map to meet the 
‘resent Poplar street. This re- 
Кед in the slanting road from 
th and One-half and Poplar to 
enth and Poplar. je 


The Surveyor's Mistake. 


rked the intersection at Sev- 
h and Poplar by a mound of 
h and then, four, years later, 
out the town without regard 
the section line, when, if he had 
ved his plat a half. block farther 
th, Poplar street would have 
n in a straight line from the, 
er, east. This of course would : 
e changed the route of Walnut, | 
io, Wabash and all the other 


at time no roads, nor any pros- 
cts of any to the east of thelr 
operty, it would not have mat- 
‘Bred at all, for it was not, until 
21 that there, was any road 
pened to the east, that being the 
tate road to Indianapolis, which 
ends at the intersection of Fifth 
and Ohio streets. And the road 
from Highland Lawn to Fifth and 
Ohio could have been a straight 
line and the engineers who sur- 
veyed the Cumberland Road or the 
National Road, as it became known 
in 1827, might have come down 
Ohio street to the bridgb, rather 
than down Wabash street as they 
did, where there was no prospect 
lof a bridge. 

The Survey of the Outlots. | 
| While the survey of the original 
[town was completed by December, 
1818, it is evident that nothing was 
‘done with the balance of the terri- 
tory between Locust and Hulmag 
and Seventh and the river for 
more than, a year. For in March of 
1818, before. the -outlots were 
Innmbered at least, the territory 


' ‘Sunday, February. 12, 1950. | 


Why Terre Haute Streets Bend 
| About Center Street 


By A. R. Markle. } 


=. 


oetween Swan and Oak and Fifth 
„чапа Water streets, was, by ап 
|agreement with the commissioners 
‘who located the county seat, cut 
|into five blocks of eight lots each, 
all on the same plan as to size and 
location as the other blocks to the 
inorth. This is evident because had 
the outlots been made out and 
numbered at the time the town 
lots were laid out, there would 
have been five blocks, each being 
the outlot, whereas the outlots 
when finally laid out, do not in- 
clude these blocks. The first plat 
which shows the outlots, ‘their 10- 
cation; size, and number! was not 
drawn until 1826. SUM UT 


The Outlots. = 


These outlots, numbered from one 
to seventy-two, followed 4 some- 
what regular route. No. 1, In the 
northeast corner, included all the 
land lying between Seventh and| 
Third and Locust and' the present 
Sycamore. No. 2 laid west of this, 

| from Third to the river. No. 3 and 
4 Jay between the present Syca- 
more and Chestnut, Water and the 
river, No. 3 being slightly smaller | 
than No. 4. No. 3, on the original 
plat, was dedicated for a burying 
ground, and while for a number of 
years there were no burials there, 
by 1840 it was so thickly popu- 
lated that in 1839, the city having 
Jaid out Woodlawn cemetery, pro- 
hibited further burials because of 
the trouble experienced with the 
caving in of the neighbooring 
graves. Dedicated as it was to the 
community, no legal title could 
have ever been made for the land 
‘for private purposes. However, а 
real estate operator, many years 
later, was persuaded by an adja- 
cent land owner to arrange with 
the city to get quiet title to the 
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Chauncey Rose, who owned the 
property east of Seventh street ov- 
jected very strongly to the opening 
of Sixth street, saying there was 
no need of it because there was a 
good county road just beyond; this 
becoming Seventh street. But, it 
was opened, despite his objections. 
Foreseeing the possibility of an- 
other/ street being opened along 
the line we now call Center street, 
he called what we call Seventh 
street by the name of “th street" 
when he laid out his subdivision. 
But as this street was never 
opened through the town, he later 
changed what had been called the 
county road and Eighth street to 
its present name of Seventh street, 
and in consequence, Ninth became 
Eighth and Tenth became Ninth 
on all the later maps: The most 
notable of these lots in the history 
of Terre Haute was outlot 43 which 
was sold to the county and on 
which was erected the Seminary 
Building, which was first opened 
as the Vigo County Collegiate In- 
stitute. and which was later bought 
by the city and known for a time 
after the institution of the publie 
school system as District No. 5. АП 
these other outlots were divided 
and subdivided and are now quite 
valuable property. South of Oak 
street a number of the lots were 
very large, but were later cut up 
by streets and alleys into their 
present size. The first street run- 
ning through from Third to Sev- 
enth, south of College, is Washing- 
ton avenue. As no intermediate 
streets were ever laid out between 


lot by a suit in court which namedj these two, we still have those long 
as defendant some eight or ten| blocks. Far longer than anywhere 
tombstones still standing on {һе else in Terre Haute. For many 
grounds. There was another in- years, the section south of Wash- 


stance in which a property, dedi- 

cated by the proprietors to the 

community, was quite fraudulently 

conveyed to private ownership. 

* S a UM three and the adjoin- 
P ass ÁNH B ng No. 4 are now occupied by the 
Community Aitaile Fia American Can Company and the 
foundations their building now 
contain broken up remnants of the 
stones and probably the bones of 
those pioneers who were buried 
there. From No. 5 to No. 21 is a 
double row of outlots extending t« 
Seventh street and back to the 
river. Number 22 and 29 form a 
row of outlots facing the river as 
far as Oak street. No. 30 to No. 34 
extend south of Oak street, east 
from the river to Sixth street, 
while running north between Fifth 
and Sixth to Eagle street are No. 
35 to No. 42. Then, from between 
Sixth and Seventh and running 
south to Oak street are outlots No. 
43 to 58. Most of these last named 
outlots were, іп size and shape 
exactly similar to the blocks of thi 


were extended they. became thi 
same size as the inlot blocks. ' 


ington avenue, long known.as Mof- 
fatt street was known as Straw- 
berry Hill and the Lockport Road 
came into town diagonally across 
these lots from Seventh and Hul- 
man to about Third and College. 
It was atop this hill, at an early 
day, that the public was enter- 
шей ts the execution of Samuel 

as who was convicted and hung 
for murder. 
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TERRE HAUTE, Ii DIANA 


Sunday, February 12, 1950. 


By A. R. Markle. 


While the five men who became 
the owners of the thirteen tracts 
of land of which, in an agreement 
made between themselves, they 
styled themselves the “Proprietors 
of the Town of Terre Haute." Only 
two of these thirteen tracts are of 
real interest to us. They being 
known as fractional sections 21 and 
28. The line between these two 
‘sections is that which runs. east 
of what became Poplar street, 
Terre Haute and the plat of the 
loriginal town, for some strange 
reason was laid out in such a man- 
ner that the section line lay about 
half way between Poplar and Swan 
streets. Hence, in later days, when 
Chauncey Rose laid out his addi- 
tion north of Poplar and east of 
Seventh street he carried Walnut 
Street straight through along its 
present line, but Poplar street, to 
avoid a jog on Seventh street was 
extended from the Poplar street 
shown on the map to meet the 
present Poplar street, This re- 
sulted in the slanting road from 
Sixth and One-half and Poplar to 
Seventh and Poplar. 


The Surveyor’s Mistake. 


William Harris, who made the 
original survey for the government 
of Harrison and other townships, 
marked the intersection at Sev- 
enth and Poplar by a mound of 
earth and then, four years later, 
laid out the town without regard 
to the section line, when, if he had 
moved his plat a half block farther 
south, Poplar street would have 
been in a straight line from the 
river, east. This of course would 
have changed the route of Walnut, 
Ohio, Wabash and all the other 
streets running east of Seventh by 
moving them all a half block 
farther south. As there were at 
that time no roads, nor any pros- 
pects of any to the east of their 
property, it would not have mat- 
tered at all, for it was not until 
1821 that there was any road 
opened to the east, that being the 
state road to Indianapolis, which 
ends at the intersection of Fifth 
and Ohio streets. And the road 
|from Highland Lawn to Fifth and 
Ohio could have been a straight 
line and the engineers who sur- 
veyed the Cumberland Road or the 
National Road, as it became known 
jn 1827, might have come down 
Ohio street to the bridge, rather 
than down Wabash street as they 
did, where there was no prospect 
of a bridge. 

“The Survey of the Outlots. 

While the survey of the original 
town was completed by December, 
1818, it is evident that nothing was 
done with the balance of the terri- 
tory between Locust and Hulman 
and Seventh and the river for 
more than a year. For in March of 
1818, before the outlots were 
numbered. at least, the territory 
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Why Terre Haute Streets B 
Along Abou About Center Street 


between Swan and Oak and Fifth 
and Water streets, was, by an 


agreement with the commissioners: 


who located the county "seat, cut 
into five blocks of eight lots each, 
all on the same plan as to size and 
location as the other blocks to the 
north. This is evident because had 
the outlots been made out and 
numbered at the time the town 
lots were laid out, there would 
have been five blocks, each being 
the outiot, whereas the outlots 
when finally laid out, do not in- 
clude, these blocks. The first plat 
which shows the outlots, their lo- 
cation, size, and number was not 
drawn until 1825. 


The Outlots. 


'These outlots, numbered from one 
to seventy-two, followed a some- 
what regular route. No. 1, in the 
northeast corner, included all the 
land lying between Seventh and 
Third and Locust and the present 
Sycamore. No, 2 laid west of this, 
from Third to the river. No. 3 and 
4 lay between the present Syca- 
more and Chestnut, Water and the 
river, No. 3 being slightly smaller 
than No. 4. No. 3, on the original 
plat, was dedicated for a burying 
ground, and while for a number of 
years there were no burials there, 
by 1840 it was so thickly popu- 
lated that in 1839, the city having 
laid out Woodlawn cemetery, pro- 
hibited further burials because of 
the trouble experienced with the 
caving in of the' neighbooring 
graves. Dedicated as it was to the 
community, no legal title could 
have ever been made for the land 
for private purposes. However, a 
real estate operator, many years 
later, was persuaded by an adja- 
cent land owner to arrange with 
the city to get quiet title to the 
lot by a suit in court which named 
as defendant some eight or ten 
tombstones still standing on the 
grounds. There was another in- 
stance in which a property, dedi- 
cated by the proprietors to the 
community, was quite fraudulently 
conveyed to private ownership. 
This outlot three and the adjoin- 
ing No. 4 аге now occupied by the 
American Can Company and the 
foundations their building now 
contain broken up remnants of the 
stones and probably the bones of 
those pioneers who were buried 
there, From No. 5 to No. 21 is a 
double row of outlots extending to 
Seventh street and back to the 
river. Number 22 and 29 form a 
row of outlots facing the river as 
far as Oak street. No. 30 to No. 34 
extend south of Oak street, east 
from the river to Sixth street, 
while running north between Fifth 
and Sixth to Eagle street are No. 
35 to No. 42. Then, from between 
Sixth and Seventh and running 
south to Oak street are outlots No. 
43 to 58. Most of these last named 
outlots were, in size and shape, 
exactly similar to the blocks of the 
original town and when the streets 
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,But as 


were extended they became the 
same size as the inlot blocks. 


Opening the Streets. 


Chauncey Rose, who owned the 
property east of Seventh street ор- 
jected very strongly to the opening 
of Sixth street, saying there was 
no need of it because there was a 
good county road just beyond; this 
becoming Seventh street. But eit 
was opened, despite his objections. 
Foreseeing the possibility of an- 
other street being opened along 
the line we now call Center street, 
he called what we call Seventh 
street by the name of "th street” 
when he laid out his subdivision. 
this street was never 
opened through the town, he later 
changed what had been called the 
county road and Eighth street іо 
its present name of Seventh street, 
and in consequence, Ninth became 
Eighth and Tenth became Ninth 


у оп all the later maps. The most 


notable of these lots in the history 
of Terre Haute was outlot 43 which 
was sold to the county and on 
which was erected the Seminary 
Building, which was first opened 
as the Vigo County Collegiate In- 
stitute and which was later bought 
by the city and known for a time 
after the institution of the publie 
school system as District No. 5. All 
these other outlots were divided 
and subdivided and are now quite 
valuable property. South of Oak 
street a number of the lots were 
very large, but were later cut up 
by streets and alleys into their 
present size. The first street run- 
ning through from Third to Sev- 
enth, south of College, is Washing- 
ton avenue. Аз no intermediate 
streets were ever laid out between 
these two, we still have those long 
blocks. Far longer than anywhere 
else in Terre Haute. For many 
years, the section south of Wash- 
ington avenue, long known as Mof- 
fatt street was known as Straw- 
berry Hill and the Lockport Road 
came into town diagonally across 
these lots from Seventh and Hul- 
man to about Third and College. 
It was atop this hill, at an early 
day, that the public was enter- 
tained by the execution of Samuel 
Dias who was convicted and hung 
for murder. 
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Terre Haute Was Laid Out, and A 
7  .' Main Street 
-Ih 23/ yh Mreta 


By A. R. Markle. 


"When the proprietors of the town 
Terre Haute considered the lay- 
“АЕ out of the future town their 


Ч usually attracts passers-by, 
„7. БАЯ want to have a look too. 
TS Я Believing that many others will 
Came Into Existence E. | find astronomy a fascinating hobby, 
ж” | = А 
é p= Mr. Woerner is actively Promota ; 
> formation of an Amateur Astro- 
them together with the adjoining L : Қ 
lots so as to make the building face ЕД попіса] Society for the Terre 
ЕС) Haute area. 


out on Wabash fai E А 
tu He MM sheet as 4 Tentative arrangements have | 
| 


| 


| 


it was coming to be, known, al- С Р i 
though the name "National Road Po been made with Dr. Frank K. Ed 


: Ew wes in the révenue % || street" was used in тапу. adver. | 1 ане реда ы қа ? 
> j- There was вн plc | Mi ipio nu nte located Да number of illustrated lectures to 
i] draining, housing, communications : А be nins MM E at ше 
Shand utility affairs could well be left үү „етте Haute Y. (sicuri e ^ 
1 р, же Ж ed ЫМУ provided was ] pida ast Ung ae Me 4 

О; t M 
The town Cm ia: у. ы at =» ELA D З Ew lectures is asked to contact M. н. 

d nothin В. ана minent men of Terre Haute, Ё Tofsted of the Ү.М.С.А. Indianap- Ё 

2 tion 6 А аюға, и Куеп the loca: ШЕ. and o.. Tousey operated their ос and Louisville have active so- | 
bank in the second room from Third i cities of the type planned here. . 
street in the Phoenix Row. William Be Recently Mr. Woerner, Milo Ё 
R. McKeen bought the interest of Clark of the Public Service Com- E 


‚ [fone of the brothers and the firm Of Л pany and D. M. Vogel attended a 
If William Hoggatt was a civil |Н McKeen & Tousey operated there № eine and Чепоп гана of the 


ІШ engineer or had anything to do with | until D. W. Minshall sold his inter. E] Ct i 
By Selecting the site, there is no evi. |l] - у. паа! sold his inter 36-inch reflecting telescope at the 


est in the Southérn Bark to Завет; 
dence on record of his doing any Я Demas Deming. and acquired Tou- B DE We wena 
Ü Hos than Crying the sale of lots." jsey's interest. The firm of McKeen | find.such a large and modern vob- 
juris On the contrary, wrote the [| & Minshall held forth.there until ] servatory complete with lecture 
Hp ее, Edward Tiffin, on Ш their new building at the northeast № room, laboratory, dark room and P 
8) Dec. 31, 1816, that he “һай been en: M corner of Sixth and Wabash was] living quarters... The ‘observatory, й 
saged in late September to lay out № completed and moved there, Min: | sixth largest in: the world, was 
H^ town a few miles below Fort Har. № shall ‘soon retiring. ay | built by Dr. Goethe Link, an Indi: & 
rison, ^which had.taken him abon- К 5. R. Freeman started his jewei 2 j|anapolis surgeon, tand is staffed № 
Бег ‘time than he had Ш store ther 9 and later moved to the and operated by the.astronomy de: 
"Mt had then been but № Naylor Opera , House ©. building, |i partment faculty at Indiana Uni- 
urbes тешгпей to Bil where ne burned рш. О Е versity. It is open to the public 
donnes ee her evidence of his I the-third door from the alley for periodic lectures and demon- 
|j employment: is; shown: by an entry BH of the Union Row, Herman Hulman | БАЙ strations,” Mr. Woerner comments 
in the books of the proprietors, | found his brother associated -with [pe with ‘enthusiasm: :«* Ud" 
men tthe town 0 Sra tor В Ludowici, and later ‘they: moved sla] - While he observes that some ipf. 
і ты” Pio Тоз: {| the most notable ‘discoveries have 
| been made фу amateurs, Mr. Woer- 
einer says he doesn’t- expect: апу 4 
such luck. “The view is just LJ. 
j beautiful to study," he explains, 
4 end that is endorsed by Mrs. Woer- / 
ner, who enjoys taking her turn at 
the telescope. `- A ue 


Some Historic Names. 


Here on Main street began the з 
business careers of many of те! 


William Harris, who drew the plan 
and brought it up to lay on the 


^i 


Н across the street into the new War- 
к ' Direction ‘of Travel. ў ren block in the room now occupied | 
The original plat.shows the pub. № by the Savoy theater, The Southern | 
[| lic aquare іп the middle ofthe plan Bank, organized: in the?Rose build- |B 
х — e N ing at Second ‘and Ohio, moved into {ie 
the room at the southwest corner || 
jot Fourth and Ohio,“later moving 
'асго5з the street where it became 
É road or other ‘means of travel en- zi the First National Bank nearly ten 
"terad the minds of the proprietors, E, Years later. SOY 
m travel nt the time was from № Бо in the early fifties, began the 
| 


272721 


and on the four aides of the square, 
ДОліо, Wabash; Market and Second 
hy streets, No railway, canal, National 


jthe south, hence the emphasis оп Jong trek of Terre Haute business | 
the wider streets rurining north and put Main street 
Е south.: Of the two hundred and № ) 
Bisixty-elght lots, only eight faced № 
Binorth and south, these on the Ohio 
Fland Wabash street sides of the Pg 
Босае. 9 ; 
"With the opening of housing Б 
=| Water street became the site of the ё ks ; 
jflrst residences and thé commercial Ё. \ stars in technicolor, he isn't re- 
*Übuilldings were erected around the | ferring to movie glamor gals. í 
jsquare.. Here, too, were the first} 21 Rather—he's talking about 
Б brick bufldings and for many years Б. sparkling green, red, orange, and 
|17 пе business life of the growing # | ai! the other colors in “jewels” he 
jtown was there. >, 27 sees through the telescope he has 
{} Ohio street remained a residence) designed and built as a hobby. с 
| Йзїгее{ for long and.as the business ‘| "It just grew," he says, “out of 
F|concerns grew they stretched out 215014, discarded things around the| 
pjfrom Walnut to Cherry along Sec- 4) house, but I plan to build a better IN 
fond and Market’ streets before one. Once you get the lens, the É 
Г | taking over Wabash. design is up to you.” X 
1 Until the late forties nothing but Mr. Woerner, who is withithe 
P frame structures were to be found -Publie Service Company at the 
78 06. Market, but 1а >| Dresser Plant, became interested 6 
3|1849 “Dutch Row” a collection of 7 in astronomy last summer, and 15 
[frame buildings from Fourth west | now taking it up as а year-round 
Ш to the alley on the north side ot A hobby. "In fact, the winter sky 
Eg oec waa га. down, «for, е is the best time—we can see а] 
Кс оса eee brick buid- Бі the planets at this time of the 
ij ing -and when a year later +Һе |: : 


4 | year." 243 i 
“iframe store buildings west to Third ГА TASA sind the bert dns io oi 
2] street burned in December, the 


serve the heavens is in the mid- 


y о Williamson. i p 
When Н. B. Woerner talks about ў i 2 
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ing Service 


ARN 


Ë Retiring From Public: Nurs 


d о TIE Mane UE NE right hours, Mr. Woerner does | AFTER DEVOTED SERVICE as co-workers in the | 
ое bed deae p ero on іс Health Nursing Association for-the past three |; 
j On the third floor of this row =| week ends. Public e : l (left) and “Miss Ruth Dillon H 1 
‘i was Corinthian Hall, “the finest hall | Rea Park on South Seventh is! decades, Miss Aline Mergy (le 21 an * ТЫЙ Wales Ed 
ee e Wer Чеге the е best spot bétause of the clear are in the closing weeks of their public service roles. | | 
о Чоё: of. early | view, but he confesses that once Ё 3 "They are retiring, Miss Mergy on November 1 and Miss | | 
Ameríca strutted their way across =| when he tried the alley by his S Dillon at the end of that month. Miss Mergy came to H 
l| ii Remember that these lots. did not Tus phe canet org on 5] Terre Haute twenty-seven years ago as ee H 
басе Wabash street toe curd nan Ж quiring as to the nature ofíhis noc- 3 rector of the association. Miss Dillon -precedi j 
HOS vat с turnal business. Rea Park study by íhree venrs. eee 
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